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branfurter - Wilson Correspondence Reproduced From
Documents on British Foreign Policy, First Series. 1919 — 1939
Vol. 4.

By Courtesy of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, Atlantie
House, Holborn Viaduct London, EC. IP, IBN. England.

No. 180
Mr. Balfour (Paris) to Earl Curzon (Recewved FJune. 2)

No. 861 [82730/ro51/44]
paRIsy May 31, 1919
Mr. Balfour presents his compliments to Lord Curzon and transmits here-
with copices of the under-mentioned papers:

Name and Date Subject
Correspondence communicated by  Establishment of Palestine as Jewish
Mr. Frankfurter,' May 21. National Home,

-
Excrosure 1 1x No. Bo

M. Frankfurter to Prezident Wilson™

. ORGANISATION SIONISTE, PARIS, AMa IgI
My dear Mr. President, G 0 ? » May 8, 1919

Conscious of the duty of every American not to take from your time and
encrgy, I am nevertheless compelled to bring to your attention the conditions
that now conlront Jewry, above all Eastern Jewry.

You are familiar with the problems and have stated their solution. The
coutrolling Jewish hope has been—and is—your approval of the Balfour
Declaration and your sponsorship of the establishment of Palestine as the
Jewish National Home. The appointment of the Interallied Syrian Com-
mission and the assumed postponcment for months, but particularly beyond
the time of your stay here, of the disposition of Near Eastern questions, have
brought the decpest disquictude to the representatives of the Jewry of the
world. As a passionate American I am, of course, most eager that the Jew
should be a reconstructive and not a disruptive force in the new world order.
I have reassured their leaders, with the conviction born of knowledge of your
purposcs. They have faith; T venture to think no people in Paris have more
faith, the faith of 2,000 years. But they also have the knowledge of the suffer-
ing of millions of Jews; and the hopes of Jews the world over, which nothing

1 Member of the Amcerican Zionict Delegation at Paris,
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will assuage except the rededication, at Iast, of Palestine as a Jewish Home-
land. ‘

Morcover it is not merely a Jewish question. An extended delay in the
Near Eastern settlement is bound to intensify the cxisting unrest by giving
dangerous opportunitics to Young Turk intrigue and to the stimulation of
refigious animosities. .

The English authorities are cager to have Dr. Weizmann? and me go to
Palestine to assurc moderation in the Jewish population. We are doing all
that can be done and I am confident the Jewish population will maintain
restraint. But T dare not leave here while the Turkish issues are undeter-
mined and while you arc still in Paris to decide them.

You will forgive me. for writing, but circumstances have made me the
trustee of a situation that afTects the hopes and the very life of a whole people.
Therefore I cannot forbear to sgy that not a little of the peace of the world
depends upon the disposal before your return to America of the destiny of
the people released from Turkish rule.

Faithfully yours,3 . -

Encrosure 2 1x No. 18o0.

President Wilson to Mr. Frankfurter
T . PARIS, May 13, 1919
My dear Mr. Frankfurter,

Just a line to acknowledge your important letter of May 8th,* and to say
how deeply I appreciate the importance and significance of the whole
mattcr.

Cordially and sincerely yours,
Woobprow Wirson

Excrosure g 18y No. 180
Mr. Frankfurter to President Wilson
May 14, 1919
My dear Mr. President,

You know how profoundly words, even familiar words, move people to-
day—how their hopes and their faith arc sustained or sacidened, by what you
say or [ail to say. Therefore I know you will want me to inform you, in all
candour, that your note of acknowledgement to my letter of May 8th has
occasioned almost despair to the Jewish representatives'now assembled in
Paris, who speak not only for the Jews of Europe but also for the American
Jewish Congress, the democratic voice of three million American Jews. I do
not fail to appreciate the forces which confront you here, and the circum-
spection which conditions impose upon you. On our side the task is to keep
literally wmillions of Jews in check. Uncertainty, indefinite delay, sceming
change of policy, bring a fecling of hopclessness which oxly those in intimate

1 President of the Ziouist Federation of Great Britain and Ireland.

1 Signature lacking in original copy. 4 Enclosure 1_above,
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contact with the people whose fate is at stake can fully gauge. We are h:.nd-
ing every encrgy to prevent the slow attrition of the spirit of such a peore.
Therefore, you will forgive mie for submitting to you the wisdom and justice
of a reassuring word, writtcn or spoker, even though it be repetitive—that
you are purposing to have the Balfour Declaration written into the Treaty of
Peace, and that you are aiming to see that declaration translhatcd into ac ik n

before you leave Paris, Faithfully yours,?

Encrosurk 4 1N No. 180
President Wilson to My. Franlfurier

My dear Mr. Frankfurter,

I have your letter of May 14.5 I never dreamed that it was necessary to
give you any renewed assurance of my adhesion to the Balfour Declaration,
and so far I have found no one who is seriously opposing the purpose which
it embodies. I was very much taken by surprise that you should deem any-
thing I wrote you discouraging. I see no ground for discouragement and
every reason to hope that satisfactory guarantees can be secured.

In haste,
Sincerely yours,
Woobprow WiLsoN

PARIS, May 16, 1919

Exncrosurr ¢, 1§ No. 180
Mz, Frankfurter lo President Wilson

My dear Mr, President,
. I'wish I could convey to you the fecling of reliel and contentment that your
fetter of generous reassurance that the Balfour Declaration will eventuate
into effective guarantees, has aroused. We are very grateful indeed.
May I ask you to have word sent me that I may show the letter to all those
who are interested—not to be published of course—and that I may cable its
contents to Mr, Justice Brandeis?¢

May 20, 1919

Faithfully yours,?

" Encrosure 6 v No. 180
Mr. Close to Mr. Frankfurter

My dear Mr. Frankfurter,

The President asks me to say in reply to your note of May 207 that he is
entircly willing that you should show his letter to those who are interested
and use it in the way that you suggest.

PARIS, 21 May, 1919

Sincerely yours,
Gieert F. CLosE
Confidential Secretary to the President
. 5 Enclosure 3 above.
“ ¢ In 1914 Mr. Brandeis had been appointed Chairman of the American Provisional
bxeccutive Committee for Zionist Affairs. 7 Enclosure 5 above,
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Growth of Populatisn Palestine Royal Cotnmission Memoranda
Prepared by The Gov:rnment of Palestine, P. 2, 1937.

By Counesy of Her Majesty's Stationery Office | London EC:

. IBN. England.

PALESTINE

BOYAL COMMUSSION.

L Growri or Popurariox,

—A~vensus ol |m|mhlmu Wi duken i
phier, 1929, and amain in Nevember, 3930, Iy
intervening pericl statisties of Births and
the and of migration were used to estiwate
L.vear populations. A discrepiney arose at
census of 1931 hetwernw the expected and e
merated population due to incomplete record.-
of births and deaths and of migention, and
ibly to faulty cnumeration of suspicions aud
nithve people.  In the ecams aof Jows the
repauey was abput two thousand. The growth
yopulation hetween the (wo con=ns years ancd
e 1931 ix shown i Table T belaw,

—~The Muoslew population at the ceasiis of
 mwmbered 889,177, or TA.8 per cent. of the
1 population. There has been a  steady
ease, equivalent to o rate of 208 pey orut
year over the whole periml until 1856,
his rate of increase a population would double
If in about 27 years. The Moslems pop-
o veached 848,342 in 1038, vepresenting
rly 61 pér cent. of the toisl popnlation.

'.--'l‘he Jewish population at the ernsus af
 uumbered 83,790, ov 11 per cent. of the total
alation at that date. The Jewish population
: r'tpld]y to 150,040 in 1026. vemained practi-
y stationary until 1928, emigration nullifying
effect of natural incressc, awsd  then rosc
dily to 172,028 in 193, Thus the numher of
8 wore than donbled in the nine years {rom
| to 1931, the gein being rquivalent to a rate
norense of 8.4 por cent. por ycar. .,

In the perod fram the 30th June, 1932 to thc
amth Jfaue, 1086, the Jewish pnpulu.tmn again
denbled, an average rato of inerense of 19.7 per
cent, per year. It rcached the figure of 370,483
in wid-1936, representing 27.7 per cent. of the
total pupulation of the country.

There has been unrecorded iliegal immigration
Loth of Jewn and of Arabs in the period mince the
census af 193], but it is clear that, since it eannat
be vecorded, no estimate of its volume is possible.

1—The Christian population at the census of
1122 numwbered 71,461, representing 9.5 ner cent.
of the total. It increased steadily to 106,474 in
1936, equivalent to a rate of ncrease of 3.0 per
vent. per year over the fourteen years. At this
rate of inerease a population would double ifself
in 2 years. The proportion of Christians to
total pupulation in nid-1936 was 7.06 per cent.

12.—The sllocation of the total increase in the
perind from the census of 1022 to the 30th June,
1936, to natural ‘inerease and incrense by migra
tinn 15 shiown s Table 1T bolow,

The table indicates thet all three main religious
eommmunitics bave gained by migration, the
smallest proportional gain heing thet of the
Moslews, [t is of intercat that the Jewish increase
by migration in the fourteen vear period is very
nearly the samuc as the Moslewn natural incrense
in the same perind, about 237,000,
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TABLYE I

Population of Palestine {excluding members of His Majesty’s Forces) at the Cenaus of 1922, and
s estimated at the 30th June in each of the years 1923-1936, by mhr'mns

Year Total Mosleins Jowa Cliristiana . Others
1028 762,048 580,177 83,790 T1,16G{ 7.017
j923 778,95 G0, 331 #0,000 72,000 7.008
1024 501,062 027,660 01,015 74,002 8,263
1025 917,938 G41,494 121,720 75,012 8,507
1926 808,002 863,613 l 156,010 756,467 8,782
1627 017,316 680,725 140,789 77,980 5,021
10928 035,951 605,290 151,650 79,812 0,203
1949 60,013 712,343 106,481 81,776 0,443
1920 992,659 733,110 - 164,796 84,08G 0,623
1031 1,023,733 T Y53,8512 179,028 87,670 10,024
1932 . 1,052,872 771,174 180,793 90,624 10,281
1933 1,104,884 789,050 <09,207 95,165 19,632
1004 1,171,158 507,180 £53,700 99,533 10,746
1935 1,261,082 826,457 £20,358 103,371 12,896
1036 1,336,618 84B,342 70,483 108,474 11,218

TABLE 1L

Inerease in population of Palestino (excluding meubers of His Majesty’s Foreen) in the period
Ictahm 1922 to 4oth June, 1830, Ly religion, allueated to natural inerease and to incrense by
Mg utum

apulation : — Tetal” Mouleins Juws Clhinstiuns Othery
t Census of 1022 759,048 580,177 a:;,-}no 71,464 7e17
t 30th June 1936

{Estimated) 1,336,818 |, 818,342 :;'m 433 100,474 11,219 _
‘atsl Inercase 584,470 250,165 ‘786.693 35,010 3.6082
Jatural Inerease 315,013 236,630 40,655 25,462 3,208
ncresse by Migration 269,467 *d9 535 ' 237,028 | 9,548 az6

# Includes & nuiaber of persons, eslimated at 16,600, E.mn- or land trensferred from Syrin to DPalustine
in 103,





