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A manuscript under the title of Education In Egypt
By Dr. Abdel Moneirri; El GEMAIEY
Professor in Modern History, faculty of Arts — El Fayoum University

General Secretary in the Egyptian Associate for Historical Studies

This study is about the history of education in Egypt, general and
higher education, since the establishment of modern Egypt in
Mohamed’s Ali regime until the present day. | will also discuss the
issues that the educational system faced during its modern history and
the solutions that officials and leaders put to use. For Egypt’s modern
leaders like Saad Zaghoul and Moustafa Kamel, education has been a
central focus in the development of Egyptian society and a bulkhead its
defense against internal and external challenges. However, the state’s
interest in education has fluctuated throughout modern history.

Despite Mohamed'’s Ali concern about education in Egypt in all its
stages and the educational missions that he sent abroad, spreading )
education between Egyptians was not his main concetn .Instead, his
goal was preparing technicians, state bureaucrats, and the
administrators required for his projeét of renaissance and his project of
specializing the military. Therefore, his main interest was building the
education system from the top down, starting with universities and
technical training, instead of the development of primary and
secondary education for Egyptian citizens. Unfortunately after
Mohamed’s Ali success in sending educational missions to Europe,
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training a new class of educated officials and technocrats and
ultimately modernizing Egyptian institutions, rulers who followed him
were not necessarily concerned with the project of education.

Abbas the First, Ali's successor, (YAtA-YA2 ) closed all schools,
ended the program of sending educational missions to Europe, and
transferred Rafaa al-Tahtawi, Mohamed Ali’s Leader of Enlightenment,
to Sudan. Education continued to be neglected by Abbas’s successor,
Saeed Basha, who closed Diwan el-Medares, Mohamed Ali’s
educational ministry.

The Khedive Ismail regime (YA1Y-YAY4) made the first steps
towards educational reform as part of his project of national
advancement and modernization. He was also assisted by Ali Basha
Mubarak, a figure in the scientific renaissance. Ismail established new
schools, both for higher education and specialized institutes, such as
Medrasa al-Alson, a language faculty, Medrasa al-ELsan al-Masry al-
Qadeem, an institute for the study of Ancient Egyptian, and Medrasa
Dar al-‘Aloum, an institute for the study of Arabic. As weli, he founded
schools and institutes for the study of fine arts and craftwork. Ismail
also returned the practice of sending educational missions to Europe
and established the first school for girls in Egypt. Unfortunately the
economic crisis at the end of his rule cut short his goal of national
development.

Education in Tawfeek’s regime(YAY3-YA3Y) could be divided into
two periods, before occupation, the risen of national awareness during
the Orabian revolution andthe occupation period and its policy towards
education.In the first period, the government considered up the
development of education, but during the occupation period it been
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neglected and the efforts for its developing have stopped. The
Conditions of education kept this way until Abbass the Second came in
power(}A4Y-141¢) and the national movement flourished during his
ruling, El Mgles El Aa’la Lim’aref been formed, also developing
education and the call for establishing university in Egypt. The call for
establishing a university in Egypt was on a solid grounds, which is
teaching modern sciences and contributes in the Arabian civilization
renovation, liberalizing the Egyptian thought from traditions
restrictions. During this period EL Azhar been developed and the
opening of Mdrst El KDAa’ El Shara’e.

After Egypt gained independence according to the statement of
February YA™, Y4YY and the issuance of Y4YY constitution, conditions
of education have changed in a bigger scale, primary education became
mandatory for every Egyptian. Primary education stayed a clear
reflection for the conditions of the layers of the society, especially after
big owners tried not to apply it. Education been organized by entering
adjustments on its systems, like reforming primary technical secondary
and high schools, opening the Egyptian University in Y9Ye, expansion
in sending scientific missions to Europe, in addition to the
implementation of free secondary education by Wezaret El Ma’aref
(ministry of education) after Dr. Taha Hussien became a minister of
education(January YY" Y42+ —january YV Y45Y) which was an
enforcement for his cause({ education is a basic right for every one as
water and air).

After the July Revélution of Y42Y, Egypt witnessed a big rebound
of education in an unprecedented way, which is rebuilding the Egyptian
society by its policy, which meant to give the opportunity to every
individual in Egypt to obtain a quantity of knowledge and science to
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enable him to find his way in [ife, this point been covered in the third
amendment of Y27 constitution (Egyptian’s right for education).
Beside the revolution’s interest in general education, it was interested
in technical education as well, in addition to extending the mandatory
period of education to include middle school beside primary school, as
well as the establishment of higher counsel for(Pre- University
education) and applying the policy to connect education to the plan of
development, by this will wrap up the subject of general education.

Regarding higher education, it is well known that The University is
the entrusted element to the cuitural and scientific heritage for any
nation and a fort for scientific development which is a pillar for the
society’s sublimity, despite that the authority of occupation has refused
the establishment of university in Egypt, Therefore the Egyptian
University established by the donation of the people, beside major
efforts from opinion leaders in Egypt like Mostafa Kamel, Saad Zaghloul,
Khasem Amean, Lotfy El Sayed and others, despite the opposition from
the occupation’s authority, establishing a university meant finding a

-fayer of intellectuals that understand independence and know it is
more than liberation of the land, it is liberation of thought and well.

The seriousness of Egyptians in accomplishing this goal is what
transformed the will to a fact. The Egyptian university established in
Y4 «Ato transcend and elevate the Egyptian youth to a proper
education, based on the liberty of thought, constant criticism based on
investigation, scrutiny and training.

The Egyptian university kept as a civil organization till it joined the
official university to be the nucleus for faculty of arts in the state
university that been recognized by the senate and House of
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Representatives under the name of the Egyptian university in Y3Y2, this
name has changed later to Foad El Awal University then to Cairo
University after the Revolution of July Y9oY, Thereafter Egypt
witnessed a big leap and expansion in estabiishing new universities like,
Farouk the First University (Alexandria University), Mohamed’s Ali
University (Asyout University)ibrahim Basha El Kbear University (Ain
Shams University). Followed by a big increase in faculties and regional
universities, for example, in Tanta () 1YY),El Mansoura (Y4YY), El
Zkakeak(Y 1Y¢{), Helwan() 1Y?), El Menya(!1Y1), El Mnofeya(}iVY),
Knat El Suez University (1 1Y1), Ganoub El Wady University (Y34°), El
Fayoum (Y - » ©), Bane Suef (Y« « ©), Banha(Y + + 1), Sohag and Kafr El
Sheik (Y« + 1), willingness to increase the capabilities and qualifications
of Egyptians and benefiting from their skills.

The Higher Counsel of universities issued in the recent period a
ruling to establish Aswan University, as the study been set to start in
(Y +YY/Y 1Y), Thus the number of Egyptian universities became ‘9,
which started to face the society’s needs and its problems. Education
became available to every citizen regardiess his financial abilities or
social status.

That is about the evolution of education in modern Egypt, General
and Higher. Regarding problems of education and its proper solutions,
fixing education;is not about changing a curriculum, building a new
school or establishing one more university, but rather developing
education fully and come!etely, which includes rebuilding the Egyptian
citizen status inside the society seeking development, elevating his
status and increase his knowledge and ability on rational thinking. The
education process should tend to the individual, beside it should be a
goal and a mean in the same time, it should nurture patriotism in
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student’s minds, by establishing the rules of the Egyptian culture,
beside preparing them to face their responsibilities towards their
community.

Our educational system can’t meet with the political and
economic needs of the society, nor the scientific and intellectual
modern developments in the world. As a result we dedicated the [ast
part of this study for education’s problems both general and higher and
the proper ways to fix it. Our educational institutions and universities
are capable and have a lot of scientific potentials that live up to
international level, but contributing in the cultural development in
Egypt will only be with proper planning and preparation.
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