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” The term « civilized Nations » used to describe most of the European systems of the last century is disputed
by some writers such as Anthony Smith who attributes the use of this term to legitimate the colonization
movement (Ali Kessaissia, The Transnational Flow of Information..., UCC-Cardiff, UK, 1988)
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Siebrt.F.S, et al. Four Theories of the Press, lllinoi Books edition 1963 :”Authoritarian” , “Libertarian”, “Social
Responsibility”, and “Communist” Theories.

°_ James Curran, Power Without Responsibility, Methuen, London 1985.

% _From British Royal Press Report in J. Curran, lbid, p.285
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- Ali Kessaissia, Universal Principles governing the Use of the Media, les Annals, université d’Alger, No9,
2010

- Ali Kessaissia, The Legal Aspects of the Transnational Flow of Information..., UCC- Cardiff, UK, 1988
- Ali Kessaissia, Media Reception, IMR Review, Roosevelt University, USA, 2011

- Siebrt.F.S, et al. Four Theories of the Press, Illinois Books edition 1963

-McQuiail. D, Mass Communications Theory, Sage Publications, 5th print, USA, 1985

- Nordenstrong. K, The Mass media Declaration of Enesco, Alex Publishers, Newood, New Jersey, 1984
- James Curran, Power Without Responsibility, Methuen, London 1985.

- Rothenberg. I. The Newspaper. St. Albans. Herts. 1947. In Robertson. Media Law . Sage Publications. 1984
-Chris Frost (2007), Journalism ethics and regulation, Routledge Taylor and Francis Group, NY
-Chris Frost (2000), Media Echics and self regulation, , Routledge Taylor and Francis Group, NY

-Tim Crook analyses media law, as it exists, the ethical debates concerning what the law ought to be, and the

historical development of legal and regulatory controls of communication. Underlying concepts discussed
include media jurisprudence — the study of the philosophy of media law; media ethicology — the study of the
knowledge of ethics/morality in media communication; and media ethicism — the belief systems in the political
context that influence journalistic conduct and content. Throughout, media law and regulation is evaluated in
terms of its social and cultural context.

The book has a companion website at http://www.ma-radio.gold.ac.uk/cmle providing complementary
resources and updated developments on the topics explored. If you need to compare different law and ethics
systems, are studying international journalism or want to understand the legalities of working in the media in
different jurisdictions, then you will find this an important



24

Media Legal Studies:

The Nature of the Rules governing the flow of
information in Public spaces

Prof.Dr. Ali Kessaissia, University of Algiers-3-

Abstract

This essay entitled “The Nature of the Rules governing the flow of

information in Public spaces”, is an attempt to look at the multiple variations of
problematic deeply rotted in the different life aspects of the present and the
oncoming post-modern societies, especially in the fields of economy, policy,
and societal legal organization as a whole. The dilemma is more persistent in
transitional societies such as Arab countries.

The new information and communication technologies (IT) have,
dramatically, changed the ways peoples think and live throughout the world;
and a wide rang of new forms of individual and collective freedoms have
emerged; and public authorities remain unable to control and regulate the free
flow of information though the new media of communication as well as the
“old” networked media. The information becomes more and more available to
unlimited audience ever-growing in time and space.

On the other hand, the new generation of human rights related to
information freedom as is described by the article 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the varieties of opportunities the IT
offers, makes it difficult for governments to, legally and technically, protect
privacy and maintain social order.

The “old” universal standards governing the use of the media of
communication, following the Libertarian Theory Principles, have,
consequently, to be updated in order to meet challenges and applications of the
e-worlds in creating ubiquitous social identities at home, desk and public places
everywhere on the glob.

The conclusion to be drown from the examination of the main legal
provisions globally in use since the establishment of the post-war world order,
Is an advocacy to consider those principles and accept them as a “plate-form”
towards a new information legislative framework taking into account recent
developments that make mass media, new and old, as main sources of
information, governed and regulated by self-established codes of professional
ethics.
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