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Mental maps based program for developing information processing
skills and correcting the alternative perceptions of some
geographical concepts in some primary stage pupils

Dr. Abd Al'al Riad Abd — Alsmei

Abstract

The research sought to build mental maps based program for developing
the information processing skills and correcting the alternative perceptions
of some geographic concepts in some primary stage pupils. The research
sample population was comprised of 80 male and female primary stage
pupils in Shagarat Al — Dor mixed primary school and divided into two
groups, a control group and an experimental group. The research tools were
as follows: information processing skill test, correcting the alternative
perceptions of the geographical concepts test. The experimentation tools
were as follows: mental maps based program whose one of its units was
applied, a teacher's guide for teaching the program and a student's book
containing activities and drills. The experimental group was taught via the
program, while the control group was taught using the traditional method of
teaching. The research findings came to effectiveness of the mental maps
based program in developing the information processing skills, plus there
were statistically significant differences in the post application in favor of
the experimental group. Furthermore, the research findings referred to
effectiveness of the program in correcting the alternative perceptions in the
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experimental group members. The research recommended the necessity of
reformulating contents of the social studies curricula in the light of the
information processing skills via the mental maps.
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