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ABSTRACT

Purpose- The aim of this study is data mine the standard requirements of
professional performance for consultation services of External Auditors, which are
provided to the Libyan Commercial Banks,

Design/methodology/approach- to achieve the goal of this study a qualitative
approach was used. The main data collection method that was used was a
guestionnaire. The society of the study composed all External Auditors' offices that
were listed in the Central Bank of Libya record who provide consultation services to
Libyan Commercial Banks.

Findings- the study has shown that a majority of the standards requirements of
professional performance for the consultation services for External Auditors do exist.
Research Limitation/implications- While this study focuses on the availability of the
standards requirements of professional performance for consultation services, it has
focused only on External Auditors' offices that provide consultation services to
Libyan Commercial Banks.

Consequently, even though commercial banks have many similarities, the
generalisability of this study is limited. Wider research of other contexts within Libya
and beyond is needed to illuminate further the influence of social and cultural
factors, communication and greater technological unification on the practice of this
issue. It would be useful to replicate the study in other Libyan private commercial
banks within Libya. The use of a questionnaire, while revelatory at one level, limits
the interpretation of data. A different theoretical approach, or different research
methods, for example, a larger style of a survey or a different kind of qualitative case
study, could provide different or additional insights.

Practical implications- This study helps increase awareness of the society in general
and External Auditors in particular by increasing the knowledge of these standards
and is a starting point for making a difference in Libya. It provides a contribution to
practical knowledge of the role of these requirements in increasing the consultation
services in Libya, by identifying issues in the Libyan environment, acknowledging the
presence of powerful global influences, and pointing the way forward to use it in a
more significant way.

Originality/value- Most previous research in this area has focused on the suitability
of External Auditors in providing this kind of services, with little attention being paid
to addressing the availability of standards requirements of consultation services. This
study acknowledges that the challenge for External Auditors in Libya, in knowing the
standards of consultation services, is to adapt them successfully to their own
regulatory, legal, political, cultural and religious setting.

Key words:, Standards of Consultation services Public Commercial Banks, Libya.
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