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Section One:
Introduction
There are different types of question in English and Arabic languages. This study is
going to explain what is related to questions in English and Arabic and to show whether
questions in Arabic are similar to English or not. It tries also to find out the types of questions
used in journal interviews whether English or Arabic. Here lies the problem of the present
study.
Thus the study aims at explaining the different types of questions in both languages:
i.e. English and Arabic. It also aims at finding out the types used in the journal interviews.
In order to achieve these aims the following procedures are followed throughout the study:
1- presenting a theoretical background about the questions in English regarding its
definitions, types , etc
2- the third section is devoted to the study of question in Arabic.
3- Section four presents a comparison between the two languages in regard to the types
of question
4- In section five a comparison is put forward to show the similarities and differences
between the two languages.
5- In section six, three interview in English and three others in Arabic are analyzed.
6- Finally, section seven presents certain conclusion.
Section Two:
Questions in English
This section is concerned with questions in English. Questions in English have many
types by which one can ask the listener to give information. There are two main types of
questions in English, major an miner ones. Each one has its own types and functions
according to the reply or answer one aspects and according to how they are constructed. The
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major types of questions are: wh-questions, yes-no questions, tag questions, alternative
questions, indirect questions and declarative questions. The main types of questions are
exclamatory questions, rhetorical questions and echo questions. They will all be dealt with.
2-1 Types of Questions in English
Questions in general are sentences by which the speaker asks the listener to provide him
with the information he needs. (Leech and Svartvik;1994:125).
2-2 The Major Types
The major types of questions can be classified as:
2-2-1 Wh-Questions
Salim (2003: 199) states that wh-qustions allow a reply from a wide range of possibilities.
They begin with an interrogative word.
The wh-question words are:
“Who" asks about the subject and it refers to people.
(1) Who came to visit you?
Ahmed and Suha.
“Who" is usually used with a singular verb even when it refers to a plural subject? (ibid:365).
(2) Who is coming to dinner tonight?
John and Mary.
Leech et. al. (1989:588) mention that "who" can be used to ask about the subject and the
object.
(3) Who invited you to the party? ( who=subject)
(4) Who did you invite to the party? (who=object)
Salim (2003:365) states that "whom™ asks about the object and it refers to people. It is
rarely used in spoken English and it can be used with a preposition:
(5) Whom does he teach?
(6) To whom was she speaking?
“Whose" can be used to ask about possession (ibid):
(7) a. Whose camera is this?
b. It's my sister's (Leech et. al. 1989:574).
Salim (2005:385) states that what asks about the subject and it refers to things.
(8) What did you buy for your sister? (Quirk and Greenbaum 1990:78)
Salim (2005:385) states that what is also used to ask about the object:
(9) a. What do you want?
b. I want a pencil.
"What kind of "asks about a specific type of something? (ibid: 386).
(10) What kind of books do you like?
I like novels.
"What" may occur with a noun? (ibid).
(11) What countries did you visit?
"What + be like" is used to ask about a description of something (ibid).
(12) What was the weather like yesterday? (Murphy; 2003:1994)
Salim (2005:386) mentions that "What+look like" is used to ask about the appearance of
something or someone:
(13) What does he look like?
He's tall and thin with grey hair. (Thomson and Matinet: 1990).
Salim (2005:386) mentions that which is used when there is a definite number or a group
of choose from.
(14) Which of Shakespeare's plays have you seen?
Hamlet and Othello. (Leech et. al. ; 1989:574).
Salim (2005:386) states that when is used to ask about the time in which something
happens.
(15) When will you trabel?
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Next week.
"Where" can be used to ask about place (ibid).
(16) Where can | put the glasses. (Quirk and Greanbaum; 1990: 26).
Salim (225:387) states that why is used to ask about reason or cause:
(17) Why did the plants die? (Leech et. al. 1989:545).
"How" is used to ask about the manner in which something happens. (Salim; 2005: 387)
(18) How did you go to school?
By bus.
"How + many or much" is used to ask about amount or quantity. (ibid).
(19) How many people are coming?
Fifteen.
(20) How much money do you want?
Five dollars.
Thomson and Martinet (1990:62) mention that "How" is also used with some adjectives
an adverbs like "how old, how cold, how soon, how well how heavy, how tall, how fast, etc.”
Salim (2005: 387) states that "how long" is used to ask about length of time.
(21) How long are you staying here at the hotel?
Until next Sunday. (Leech et.al. 1989:575).
"How often" asks about frequency. (Salim; 2005:387).
(22) How often do you go to the theatre?
Every month.
"How far™ is used to ask about distance (ibid)
(23) How far is it to Basra from here?

300 miles.

Swan (1995:473) states that question words can be used to adk about different elements
of a sentence. For example, a subject, (who (m), what), an object (whom, what), and adjective
(what....like) or an adverb (when, where, how, why). But there is no simple word that can be
used to ask about the verb. In this case, we use "what" with "do" to ask about the verb.

(24) What are you doing next weekend?

Resting.

(25) What did you do yesterday?
| went shopping.

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:237-8) mention that wh-questions are usually spoken with a
falling intonation. They occur at the beginning of the sentence but there is an exception when
the wh-word is part of a prepositional phrase. In this case, we have a choice between putting
the preposition before the wh-word at the beginning of the sentence (formal) or putting the
preposition at the end of the sentence (informal).

(26) Who was talking to?

(27) From which account do you wish to draw this money? (Thomson and Martinet; 1990:60).
(28) Which hotel are you staying at?

(29) At which hotel are you staying? (Leech et.at.; 1989:577).

Quirk and Greenbaoum (1990:238) state that the word order in the wh-question is different
from the statement not only by the initial placing of the wh-word, but by the subject-operator
inversion in all cases except in which the wh-word is subject. In this case, the word order of
the sentence is the same except by the substitution of the subject by the wh-word.

(30) Who left the door open? (Swan; 1995:475).

Quirk and Greenbaoum (1990:238) state that if the statement doesn't have an operator,
"do" is introduced in the question. Lexical "be" and "have" act as operators.

(31) Where is she?
(32) What kind of car have they?
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2-2-1-1 Special Types of Wh-Questions
1- Abbreviated or Short Questions
This type consists of a wh-word and a preposition only, such as: "what for, what with,
who with/by" (ibid).
(33) I am going to write an adventure story.
What for? Who for? What about? (Leech and Svartvik; 1994:129).
Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:238) say that there is also an abbreviated wh-questions
consisting of a wh-word only, such as, "who, what and when™:
(34) The old man is buying a car.
What?, Why?, When?
There are other abbreviated questions. A common abbreviated negative question is "why
not?" and an abbreviated reason question is "How come?".
2-Questions with more than one wh-word

Leech and Svartvik (1994:128) mention that it is possible to have more than one wh-
word in the same sentence, in this case, only one occurs at the beginning of the sentence,
unless the two wh-words are coordinated:

(35) Who's bringing what?

(36) How and when did you arrive?

(37) Who did you send those books to and why?
2-2-2 Yes-No Questions

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:232) mention that "yes-no questions are usually formed by
placing the operator before the subject and giving the sentence a rising intonation™.
(38) The ship has arrived.

(39) Has the ship arrived? (Leech et.al.; 1989:608).

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:232) state that if the verb phrase does not have an item that
can be used as operator, "do" is introduced in the question. Besides, "be" and "have"
(especially in BrE) act as operator, but informally "Aave .... got" is more common.

(40) The film begins.

(41) Does the film begin? (Murphy, 2003:96).
(42) Ali is a doctor.

(43) Is Ali a doctor?

(44) They have a house.

(45) Do they have a house?

(46) Have they a house?

2-2-2-1 Types of Yes-No Questions

1- Positive Yes-No Questions

Leech and Svartvik (1994:126-27) say that yes-no questions are neutral when they have
words like "any, ever, yet, etc." . They can expect positive and negative replies, but we can
uses words like "some, someone, already, etc.”. If we want a positive answer to our question.
These questions are called positive yes-no questions because the speaker thinks that the
answer is "yes", he just wants to ask for confirmation:

(47) Did anyone call last night? (neutral)
(48) Did someone call last night? (Is it true that someone called last night?) Quirk and
Greenbaum; 1990:233):
(49) Do you need any money? (neutral)
(50) Do you need some money? (It looks as if you have no money) (Leech et.al.; 1989:609).
(51) Has she left yet? (neutral)
(52) Has she left already? (Is it true that she has left already?)

Leech and Svartvik (1994:127) states that we can use some-forms of politeness to
encourage the listener to accept the offer.
(53) Would you like some coffee? (I expect you would)
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2- Negative Yes-No Questions

Murphy (2003:96)mention that we form negative yes-no question by the addition of a
negative form of one kind or another:
(54) Isn't it a beautiful day?

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:233) state that we express surprise or disbelief by using the
negative questions. The speaker expects the answer to be positive but he receives a negative
reply. In this case, there are two meanings, positive and negative. We can distinguish between
them as "the old expectation” (positive) and "the new expectation” (negative) because the old
expectation is associated with the speaker's hope or wishes and the new expectation expresses
disappointment or annoyance.

(55) Haven't you had breakfast yet? (It looks that you haven't had breakfast but you ought to
have it by now). (Leech and Svartvik; 1994:128).

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:234) mention that if a negative question has a positive
item, the answer tends to be positive rather than negative:

(56) Didn't someone phone this evening?(surely someone phoned this evening)
Such questions are similar to tag questions and to statements to show disbelief.
2-2-3 Tag Questions

Salim (2005:203) states that a tag question is a short question that occurs after a
statement. We form a tag question with an auxiliary and the pronoun that refers to the subject
of the statement. If the statement is affirmative, then the tag question is negative and vice
versa.

(57) It's a beautiful weather, isn't it?
(58) Nobody was watching me, were they?
Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:235) mention that there is also a less common tag
questions in which both statement and question are affirmative:
(59) Your car is outside, is it?
(60) He arrived last night then, did he?

Foley and Hall (2005:97) state that the meaning of the tag question depends on the way
we say it. If say the tag question with a falling intonation, we just want a confirmation to the
statement or it is an invitation to the hearer to agree with us. With a rising intonation, we are
asking a real question which means that we want information to our question.

(61) Ali is late today, isn't he? (falling intonation)
(62) She doesn't have a car, does she? (raising intonation)

Foley and Hall (2005: 98) mention that tag questions can be used to express requests,
invitations and commands:

(63) Turn the T.V. off, Will you?
(64) Stay another night with us, won't you?
(65) Open the door, will you?
2-2-4 Alternative Questions
Salim (2005:198) states that alternative questions require a reply that relates to the
opinions given in the sentence. They always have the connectivity word "or".
(66) Would you like tea or coffe?
(67) Is she a doctor of a nurse?
Leech and Svatrvik (1999:126) mention that there are two types of alternative
questions. The first is similar to a yes-no questions in form and the second a wh-question.
(68) Would you like chocolate, vanilla or strawberry ice-cream?
(69) Which ice-cream would you like? Chocolate, vanilla or strawberry?

The only difference between the first type of alternative question and yes-no question is
in intonation. A rising intonation is used in yes-no questions, but in alternative questions, the
tone rises on each item of the opinions, except the last, one which the tone falls to indicate
that the list is complete. (ibid)

(70) Do you like painting, reading or watching T.V?
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2-2-5 Indirect Questions
Foley and Hall 92005:99) define the indirect question as "one question within another

question or a statement":
(71) Tell me when you are going on holiday.
(72) She didn't say whose house she was visiting.

Murphy (2003:98) mentions that "Do you know, can/could you tell me, I don't know,
etc. is often used with indirect questions:
(73) 1 don't know where they live.

Foley and Hall (2005:99) state that the word order n the indirect questions is similar to
a statement where the subject occurs before the verb or verb phrase:
(74) She asked her mother what she should wear.

Thomson and Martinet (1990:239) state that "if " or "whether" is used in indirect yes-no

questions:
(75) Did our team win?
(76) They asked if (or whether) their team had won. (Leech and Svatrvik, 1994:135)
Murphy (1994:98) states that the verb usually changes to the past in indirect questions:
(77) Who is he?
(78) She asked who he was.
Leech et.al. (1989:584) mention the alternative indirect question.
(79) Do you want to go by air or by see?
(80) He asked whether | wanted to go by air or by sea. (Thomson and Martinet; 1990:238).
Foley and Hall ( 2005:99) say that the indirect question is used to be more polite:
(81) Do you know where | can find the supermarket.
Not:
(82) Where can | find the supermarket?
2-2-6 Declarative Questions
Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:235) state that the declarative question is a statement with
a rising intonation:
(83) You are hungry? (rising intonation)
Positive questions have positive answers, which means that ther speaker assumes that
the answer is "yes" (ibid:236):
(84) You want to go home already?
Negative questions have negative answers, which means that the speaker assumes that
the answer is "no". (Quirk and Greenbaum; 1990:236):
(85) The shops weren't open?
2-3 The Miner Types
The minor types or questions can be classified as:
2-3-1 Exclamatory Questions

Salim (2005:202) defines exclamatory questions as questions that " don't seek
information. They are sued to express the speaker's strong feelings and ask the listener to
agree™:

(86) Isn't it a lovely day?

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:239) state that there are two types of exclamatory questions.
The first is similar to a negative yes-no question but with a final falling instead of rising tone.
And the second is similar to a positive yes-no question, also with final falling tone but it is
less common:

(87) Can't they help you?
(88) Has she grown?
2-3-2 Rhetorical Questions

Foley and Hall (2005:97) mention that we use this type of questions to express
amazement or imitation with something which means that we use the rhetorical question
when we don't wont an answer:
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(89) Who cares?
(90) What difference does it make?

Quirk and Greenbaum (1990:240) state that a positive rhetorical yes-no question
expects a negative answer while a negative rhetorical yes-no question expects a positive
answer:

Positive:

(91) Is that a reason for despair? (surely that is not a reason...)
Negative:

(92) Isn't the answer obvious? (surely the answer is obvious)

Unlike exclamatory question, these questions have a rising intonation of a yes-no
question (ibid).

There are also rhetorical wh-questions. The positive wh-word can be replaced by a
negative element in the statement and the negative wh-word can be replaced by a positive
element in the statement, but it is less common.(ibid):

(93) Who knows? (nobody knows)
(94) How couldn't you remember? (you certainly should have remembered) .

Rhetorical wh-questions have a rise-fall tone instead of a falling tone of the wh-
questions (ibid).

2-3-3 Echo Questions

Leech and Svatrvik (1994:130) state that echo questions are used to ask the speaker to
repeat part or all of what has been said because it was not heard or sometimes could not be
accepted and/or understood, using a rising intonation:
(96) Have you been to the earth centre?
(97) Have | been to what?
(98) Have | been where?

Quirk and Greenbaum(1990:241) say that there are also wh-questions, indicating by
the wh-word which part of the sentence that was not understood:
(99) He's missed the bus again.
(100) Who's missed the bus?
(101) It cost ten dollars.
(102) How much did it cost?
2-4 Summary

Questions are sentences that ask information. Types of questions can be divided as
major and minor. The major types are wh-questions and they are called so because they begin
with wh-words that ask about different elements in the sentence. Yes-no questions are called
S0 because they expect a positive or negative answer. There are two types of yes-no questions:
positive and negative. Tag questions are short questions that can be used to be sure of the
information given. Alternative questions have a list of opinions. The listener has to choose
from. There are two types of alternative questions. The first is similar to yes-no questions.
Indirect questions are questions within another question or a statement. Declarative questions
are questions in the form of a statement with a rising intonation. The minor types are
exclamatory questions in which the speaker expresses exclamation on something. Rhetorical
questions are the speaker doesn't expect an answer. And finally echo questions in which the
speaker asks the listener to repeat part or all of his speech because he didn't hear it.

Chapter Three:
Questions in Arabic

This chapter is dealing with questions in Arabic. There are many types of questions in
Arabic that can be used to ask about the information we need from the listener. Types of
questions in Arabic are mainly two, real questions and rhetorical questions.
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3-1 Definition of Questions
Questions in Arabic are sentences that ask about something that the speaker doesn't
know before. (Al Garig and Ameen; 2004:194).
2-3 Question particles
Question particles in Arabic are of two kinds, letters and nouns. (Salih et.al.;2010: 24) .

2-3-1 Question Letters

Abdul-Gani (2007:458) states that question letters are "Ja " and "3 ¢!l ". They expect
the answer to be "yes" or "no™:
(1) Saleia¥) Aealaudl 5 55 da (Salih et.al.; 2010:13)
Do you see happiness in hard work?
(2) €8 Gl
Is he sad?
Abdul-Gani (2007:458) states that we can use "3 ¢l with negative and positive sentences but
we use "Ja" only with positive sentences.
(3) Sl Analad) ) a3 Al
Didn't you go to university yesterday?
(CAREPEUHIN
Is your brother a teacher?
(5) € i) alaks il 4l Ja
Did you have your breakfast?
Salih et.al. (2010:13) hold that we can use "3 3¢} with "aI" to choose between two opinions
in the sentence. But we can't use "Ja™:
(6) $hle ol Tansa Cuf
Did you see Mohammed or Ali?
3-2-2 Question Nouns

Hillawi et.al. (2011:91) state that question nouns are "Hillawi et.al. (2011:91) state that
question nouns are " oS ,CaS Gl G4 e e e and Gl "
Abdul-Gani (2007:457) says that "c<" who is used to ask about people:
(7) 9138 <l J& (1 (Subject)
Who told you that?
(8) s sial e (object)
Whom did you choose?
(9) %228 (13 s (possession) (Yaqub:2008:51)
Whose is this car?
"L" "what" is used to ask about things (ibid:593)
(10) Sl 13 Lo
What is this in your hand?
Also there is "13W" and it gives the same meaning (ibid).
(11) *ds8 13k
What did you say?
Abdul-Gani (2007:457) states that " 2«" "when" asks about time.
(12) Sl pms S (Salih et.al. 2010:15)
When did the teacher come?
Yaqub (2008:181) mentions that "G4 is also is also used to ask about time but in the future.
(13) Selid G il (1
When will you travel to Lebanon?
All-Garig and Ameen (2004:196) mention that """ "where™ asks about places:
(14) $& i & (Yaqub; 2008:183)
Where is your father?
Salih et.al (2010:16) mention that "—S" "How™" asks about manner:
(15) $&lls Cas
How are you?

64



(16) Suml sl HIS Cas

How was the weather like yesterday?

Yaqub (2008: 553) states that "»<" "How™ asks about qunitity:

(17) $&i 8 S S (Salih et.al. 2010:23)

How many books did you read?

(18) Cosmll (N caXis ye oS

How often do you go to the market?

(19) $dy (e A5 oS

How much time is left?

(20) Sl Cuy 8 )l (e oS

How long did you stay there?

(21) fall e Apadl Sy <

How far is the school from the house?

(22) $80e ¢S

How old are you?

Al-Garig and Ameen (2004:296) state that "I can be used to ask about manner, place and
time:

(23) Al I caads )

How do you go to the library?

(24) $AKl auzas

Where do you put the book?

(25) Fhyaall I aals il

When do you go to school?

Salih et.al. (2010:76) hold that " " "which" can be used to ask about people, things, time,
place and manner when there is a specific group to choose from.

(26) $5_pualaall s (g e

Which teacher attended the lecture?

Which book did you study?

(28) $& il a1 s

Which day did you travel?

(29) $&uiSus g

Which house did you live in?

(30) $428 il Jla sl

Which condition are you in?

Abdul-Gani (2007: 458) mentions that some question nouns can be preceded by a preposition
that indicates the type of information asked about:

(31) $13 &l Gyl (e (Yaqub; 2008:183)

Where did you get that from?

(32) Sueuddu e b

In which school is he studying?

3-3- Types of Questions in Arabic?

Types of questions are mainly two: real questions (&8sl léiuyl) and rhetorical questions
(5 otall pledina¥l).

3-3-1 Real Questions

Hillawi et.al. (2011:91) mention that real questions are sentences that ask for information and
they need an answer.

Salih et.al (2010:12) state that the answer to the real question has two types, imagination
(L»=5) and certainty (Gead).
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3-3-1-1 Imagination
The answer to the question is to choose between two opinions in the sentence by using "s_«gll"
with """ or to give specific answer according to the question of the speaker by using the
question nouns, (ibid):
(33) §1% ol Cagi€ | e
Did you write poetry or prose?
(34) € pas 0
Who came?
(35) $&lani Lo
What is your name?
(36) Sl Gyl
Where did you go?
3-3-1-2 Certainty

The answer to the question is either "yes" or "no" without giving any information by
using "3 el without "+ and "Ja" . (Al-Gariq and Ameen,2004:194)
(37) Sl ) s
Did you write the letter?
Yes.
(38) T el LI Cund Ja
Did you go to school?
No.
3-3-2 Rhetorical Questions

Hillawi et.al. (2011:91) state that the rhetorical question is the question that does not
need an answer or information from the speaker but it is used for other purposes.
Al-Garig and Ameen (2004:194) hold that the other purposes for the rhetorical question are
negation (&), denying (LSY)), determination (<x_&l)), rebuke (wa=3ll), compromise (4 s-all),
hoping (<), suspense (s, etc.
(39) f4e ull s2er i w2581 (Yaqub; 2008:51)
Do you drive your car in this speed?
(40) Fsrall (N ) ganll o el 5 YT (ibid:52)
Don't you keep on attending school?
3-4 Summary

Questions in Arabic are sentences that ask about information. Question particles in Arabic

can be classified into two types: letters and noun. The types of questions in Arabic are mainly
two: real questions, that need an answer and they have two types of answers, imagination and
certainty, and rhetorical questions that are not used to ask about information but they are used
for other purposes.

Chapter Four:
Comparison
This chapter is comparing the types of questions in English and Arabic to discover the
similarities and the differences between the two languages
4-1 The Similarities

1. Inboth languages, questions are sentences that are generally used to seek information.

2. In both languages, there are real questions that need an answer and rhetorical
questions that don't need an answer.

3. In English, there are wh-questions which consist of wh-words that are used to ask
about different elements in the sentence. In Arabic, question particles can be used to
ask about different elements in the sentence. In English, "who" is used to ask about the
subject and it refers to people and "whom" is used to ask about the object and "whose"
is used to ask about possession.
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In Arabic, "o<" is used to ask about the subject, the object and possession. In English,
"what" and in Arabic "" can be used to ask about things.
In English, "which™ and in Arabic """ are used when there is a group to choose from.
In English, "when" and in Arabic """, "coi" and "I" are used to ask about time. In
English, "where" and in Arabic """ and """ are used to ask about places. In English,
"why" and in Arabic "\3I" are used to ask about reason or cause. In English, "how"
and in Arabic "—s" and """ can be used to ask about manner.
In English "how much™ and "how many" and in Arabic "»S" are used to ask about
quantity. In English, "how long" and in Arabic "s2ll <™ are used to ask about length of
time. In English, "how often” and in Arabic "3_« 5" are used to ask about frequency.
In English, "how far" and in Arabic "4iL.ll 55" are used to ask about distance.

4. In both languages, there are abbreviated questions, for example:

(1) Who? What? Why?

(2) 9 foa £

5. In both languages, there are questions with more than one question word, for example:

(3) When and where was she born?

(4) Sy Gl 5 e

6. In both languages, prepositions can be used before the question word, for example:

(5) To whom?

(6) Sl S

7. In both languages, there are yes-no questions. That expect the answer to be yes or no
without and additional information.

8. In both languages, there are positive and negative yes-no questions, for example:

(7) Is she sad?

(8) Didn't she come?

(9) Tl ) Cund Ja

(10) $as yaall (N Caas lf

9. In both languages, there are alternative questions which consist of a list of opinions
that the listener has to choose from. In English the alternative question begins with an
auxiliary and we use "or" between the opinions and in Arabic, we use " gl with "al",
for example:

(11) Are you a teacher or a doctor?

(12) SasS ol & s Jaal

10. In both languages, there are indirect questions, for example:

(13) She asked me whether I could go with her or not.

(14) .Y &) oo Cladl) poduiasf i€ 13 Lo il

11. In both languages, there are declarative questions, for example:

(15) You are a teacher?

(16) Tl 2eni

12. In both languages, there are exclamatory questions that are used to express the speaker
strong feelings, for example:

(17) Isn't it an expensive car?

() Selalada J sl ol

13. In both languages, there are rhetorical questions, for example:

(18) Who knows?

(19) 0¥l ida e )

14. I-n both languages, there are echo questions that are used to repeat part or all of what
has been said because you didn't hear it. For example:

(20) What is he?

(21) S0e
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4-2 The Differences

1. In English, there are yes-no questions in which the operator occurs before the subject
at the beginning of the sentence and if there is no operator in the statement, "do", "be"
and "have" can be used in the question while in Arabic, there are certain particles
which are "Ja" and " ¢!\ that can be used as a yes-no question which means that in
English there are no question words that are used with yes-no questions. In Arabic,
there are "da" and "5 _egl)".

2. In English, there are tag questions which consist of an auxiliary and the pronoun that
refers to the subject of the statement but in Arabic, there is only the phrase "<l Guli*
that is used as a tag question.

Chapter Five:
Text Analysis
This chapter is devoted to the analysis of some English and Arabic interviews. It aims
at investigating the use of different types of question including all its types in both languages.
The chapter is divided into two sections, the first of which deals with the analysis of the
English interviews: The first one is an interview about the foreign policy of the USA with
Obama on 23" of April 2014, the second one is an interview about the financial crisis with
George Soros on 15" May 2008 and the third is and interview on Iraq with Tony Blair on 15
of March 2007. While the second section concentrates on the analysis of the Arabic
interviews. It includes analyses of three interviews: the first one is about the federal
participation in the accomplishment of certain projects in Iraq with Ala'a Challob. The second
interview is about the Palestine negotiations with Nabeel Amro. The third one is one is with
Isam Al-Attar about his political life.
5-1 The Analysis of the English Interviews
5-1-1 The Analysis of Obama Interview
Going through the whole questions raised in this interview, it was found that only wh-
questions and yes-no questions were used. Other types of questions such as tag questions,
rhetorical questions, declarative question were not used. The number of the yes-no questions
used is five and the number of wh-questions is eight.
Below are examples of the yes-no questions used in the interview with Obama:
(1) Was it your intention for her to act as a positive role model for women's active.....
(2) Could you please describe how the Agreement would contribute to the economic growth of
It is mentioned in section two above within the types of questions that the yes not
questions require and answer which is simply yes or no. But example () above requires a
description not simply saying yes or no.
Examples of the Wh-questions are:
(3) What do you expect from Japan in order to finalize a deal?
(4) What are your expectations for this policy?
5-1-2 The Analysis of Obama Interview
Analyzing the second interview which is held with George Soros on 15" May 2008
about the financial crisis, it was found that three types of questions are used, which are:
- yes-no questions used ten times, examples are:
(5) Was this crisis aboidable?
(6) Is this an unhealthy amount of risk that the Fed has taken on?
- Wh-questions used 18 times, examples are:
(7) How can so many smart people not realize this?
(8) What is your sense of where the dollar is going?
- Declarative question used four times, examples are:
(9) The chairman of the Fed, Mr.Bernanke?
(10) His predecessor?
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5-1-3 The Analysis of Obama Interview
The third interview analyzed in this study is the one held with Tony Blair on 15" of
March 2007 whose topic is the war against Irag. Is was found that four types of questions are
used, as sown in the following points:
- yes-no questions, they are used six times. For example:
(11) Would you describe the Iraq conflict as a noble cause?
(12) Do you accept that the troops have been exposed unnecessarily?
- wh-questions, they are used four times. For example:
(13) Why was that?
(14) What about the Sunni and Shia?
- declarative questions which appeared only four times. For example:
(15) The problem is you haven't achieved that?
(16) So it is a bargain?
- tag questions, which is found only once:
(17) They are mainly Iraqis, aren't they?
5-2 The Analysis of the Arabic Interviews
5-2-1 The Analysis of wih Nabeel Amro
This interview was held with Nabeel Amro and its topic was the Palsetine
negotiations. Analyzing this interview, it was found that only two types of questions are used,
which are:
- Real imagination questions (see section ). It is used six times, examples of such types
found the interview are:
(18) Tl ) o i sl 13 Aiadadll 5aldl) e 3 Lol L
(19) $ il dakiia e 3 il Cilia sliall Cladll ) 8 Sl ()5S o
- Real certain questions: it is used only three times:
(20) Telkae (o Cad Apiadaanddl) 3oLl L Jhas (e agd) Ja
- Rhetorical question: found only once:
(21) Sharan 315 (o slial) it 5l o) (e dpipdandal) 32U 5 55 oy a3 V)
5-2-2 The Analysis of with Ala‘a Challob
The second interview was held with Ala'a Challob and it is centered around the federal
participation in the accomplishment of certain projects in Irag.
Analyzing the whole interview it was found that only two types are used: namely Real
imagination and real certainty questions.
- Real / imagination questions used six times: examples:
(22) Sildablaall Gl ela) Ciraza )l i GlasY) 8 L
(23) 4 sthaall il lgall 5 <l yaldl CansI 48LS () S5 Camny ) sall Sl AWl8) 5 (3 i oS
- Real/ certainty questions which are used ten times: examples are:
(24) Szl 3 e Lhaad o) oSay b
(25) Fad 52l Gl 5 sasall Lgapali Sy a5 iy Ja
5-2-3 The Analysis of the interview with Isam Al-Attar
The third interview is with Isam Al-Attar about his political life. The whole questions
raised in the interview were examined and it was found that only two types of questions are
used, which are real imagination questions and real certainty questions:
- real imagination questions used only five times. Examples of this type of questions
found in the current interview are:
(26) o) S day yadl 038 lSI )Ly aghi (1
(27) $J8 e ulS Al Bandiall Al jall cad gyl
- real certainty questions used only six times. Examples of this type of questions are
given below:
(28) $osa yaal) ALl o (mil) oldl) alaus 43) 2855 Ja
(29) Sl by g el 35 Sl Aaalall &y jall 5 Ao g pall Aoy yall 038 ey A€ ailiies Ja
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Chapter Six
Conclusion

The conclusion reached at is that there is a very little differences between the types
of questions in English and Arabic. The similarities between the two languages cover a larger
area than the area of differences. In both languages, there are many types of questions that can
be used to seek information or to ask for something that the speaker does not know before.

Analysing the interviews in both languages Arabic and English , | was found that both
languages use the different tpes of questions in the interviews analsed. It was noted the the
rhetorical questons was used only once, while the other types are used:

Also it was noted the the yes — no questions are used in the same frequency in both
languages. As well as the wh- questions . These two types form the majofity of the types of
questions found in the six interviews analyses.

Exclamatory questions was not used at all in all the six interviews.
Regarding the echo questions were not used at all as well.
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