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Effectiveness of tribe in Tripoli in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries

Dr. Ahamida Salem Hammad

Professor of Modern History at the Faculty of Arts, University of Tobruk

Abstract

Tribal system was one of the most important factors that influenced the formation of political
life in Tripoli community in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Tribe as a significant unit
of Tripoli community played a vital role in shaping the societal attitude towards independence.
Tribal loyalty considerably influenced the political system since it strengthened the unity of
Tripoli society and formed the role of families in independency issue. The harmony of Tripoli
community basically included local Arabs and Barber who were in charge of the
administrative, legislative and religious authorities. It consisted also some other minorities like
Ottoman Turks and migrants groups such as Jews and Europeans who were Traders and
Prisoners. Despite the inconsistent societal harmony of Tripoli community, these minorities to
some extent had their own societal status and right to practice their traditions and religions.
However, the nature of relationships between these societal groups negatively impacted the
local made efforts towards independence. During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
natural disasters led to economic damage which also negatively impacted living conditions,
education and health, which led to instability in Tripoli community, impacted its unity and
reduced its population. In general, the relationship between local citizens and Ottoman rule was
characterized by loyalty and obedience in cities and plains; and by insurgency in mountains
and isolated areas. This position impacted in a different way the relationship between Tripoli
community and Ottoman authority. In conclusion, Ottoman authority was often able to
overcome any faced difficulties by relying on force and the influence of local leaders like tribal
elders, religious leaders and clerics to impose tax and control the community.
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