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Ammoneion (Siwa oasis)

Through Ancient Sources

By: Dr. Salem, Y. A. Salem

(Department of History, faculty of arts, Omar Al-Mukhtar University)

Abstract:

Ammoneion (in Greek), or Siwa Oasis, as it known today, is one of the most important and
most famous of western Egyption desert (Sahara) oases, but this geographical classification
comes only in line with the modern division of borders, because this Oasis was, originally,
belonging to the Libyan Cyrenaica province, and the fact that this oasis in ancient times
was one of the important so it can be likened to the largest centers of civilizations in the
world, in past and present, because it contain an important religious center, it was Ammon
oracle temple, and many people of Europe, Asia and Africa, have pilgrimaged it, including
leaders and kings and politicians, all asking for advice it's priests in matters of war, peace,
trade and etc, the reason is due to fame and reputation this temple in revelation of future.
Moreover Ammoneion was commercial link between many trade routes from all directions,
it was enclosed by ancient sources with respect and reverence, because it was a religious,
cultural and commercial center, for these reasons and others, it was sacred spot for all
people, not only it's neighbors, but also foreigners strangers, otherwise Ammoneion was
described as the richest in supplies of water and natural resources, it was like a paradise in
middle of the desert, which in it all ancient civilizations was fused, to the extent that it's
priests, in that time, as required by their profession as prophets, and as it was necessitated
by the diversity of races their visitors, spoke in several languages, as Egyptian, Libyan,
Greek, Latin, Phoenician and others.
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12.
46 _ Ibid. IV. 5. 14.
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59 - Ibid. XII. 134.

0 - Parthey, G., op. cit. p. 153.
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83 - Arrian. 111, 4. 3-4.

64 - Athenaeus. 1. 67. b; cf: FHG. Il. p. 92.

8 - Bonacelli, B., (1925), L ’Ammoniaco dell’Antica Cirenaica, Roma. pp. 3-5.

8 - Fitzgerald, A., (1926), The Letters of Synesius of Cyrene, London. Letter. 4, p. 89.
67 - Avristotle, Heteorologica. I. xiv. 20-35.
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- Arrian. (LCL.).

- Athenaeus. (LCL.)

- Basset, R., (1894), Etudes sur Les Dialectes Berberes, Paris.
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- Browne, W. G., (1806), Travels in Africa, Egypt, and Syria, from The year 1792 to 1798,
London.

- Budge, E. A. W, (1972), From Fetish to God in Ancient Egypt, New York.
- Claudian. (LCL.).

- Curtius. (LCL.).

20



University of Benghazi gy drala
Faculty of Education Al marj & ) L il s
Global Libyan Journal Leallelf Lopsllf s alf

2016 guibo — Feibuid! 2l

- Desanges, J., (1987), Ammonii (dans): Encyclopédie Berbére, 1V, Alger Amzwar
(UNESCO). (pp. 599-600)

- Diodorus. (LCL.).

- Encyclopaedia Britannica, (1963), Vol. 20, London-Chicago.

- Fakhry, A., (1942), Bahria Oasis, I, Cairo.

" Fakhry, A., (1971), Recent Excavations at The Temple of the oracle at Siwa Oasis, (in):
BABA., 12, Von: Ricke, H., Wiesbaden. (pp. 17-33)

- FHG..

- Fitzgerald, A., (1926), The Letters of Synesius of Cyrene, London.

- GGM..

- Godley, A. D., (1957), Herodotus (in): LCL., Vol. Il, London.

- Harvey, S. P., (1955), The Oxford Companion to Classical Literlature, Oxford.

- Herodotus. (LCL.).

- Kuhlmann, K. P., (1988), Das Ammoneion: Archaologie, Geschichte und Kultpraxis des
Orakels von Siwa, Zabern.

- Leclant, J., (1950), Témoignages des Sources Classiques Sur les Pistes menant a L’Oasis
d’Ammon, (dans): BIFAO., XLIX. (pp. 193-253)

- Liddell, H. G. and Scott, R., (1968), A Greek-English Lexicon, Oxford.

- Lucan. (LCL.).

- Luni, M., (1980), Apporti Nuovi nel quadro della viabilita antica della Cirenaica Interna,
(in): QAL. 11, Roma. (pp. 119-137)

- Marcus, L. et Duesberg, (1842), Géographie ancienne des Etats barbaresques, Paris.

- McBurney, C. B. M. and Hey, R. W., (1955), Prehistory and Pleistocene Geology in
Cyrenaican Libya, Cambridge.

- Mela, Pomponii Melae de Chorographia.

- Monkhouse, F. J., (1966), A Dictionary of Geography, London.

- Nonnos. (LCL.).

- Parke, H. W., (1967), The Oracles of Zeus, Dodona, Olympia, Ammon, Oxford.

- Parthey, G., (1862), Das Orakel und die Oase Des Ammon, Berlin.

- Pietschmann, R., (1894), s.v. Ammoneion, (in): RE. I. (1858-1860).

- Pliny, Natural History. (LCL.).

- Ptolemaeus, (1901), Claudii Ptolemaei Geographia, (ed. by): Mller, C., Vol. I, Part. 1l,
Paris.

- Robecchi-Bricchitte.L, (1890), ALL 'Oasi di Giove Ammone, Milano.

- Rolff, J. C., (1962), Quintus Curtius (in): LCL., Vol. I, London.

- Scharff, A., (1926), Vorgeschichtliches Zur Libyerfrage, (in): ZAS. 61, Leipzig. (pp 16-
30)

- Sethe, K., (1920), Die Agyptischen Bezeichnungen fiir die Oasen und Iher Bewohner, (in)
ZAS., 56, Leipzig. (pp. 44-54)

- Silius Italicus. (LCL.).

- Sourdille, C., (1910), La Durée et L ’Etendue du voyage d’Hérodote en Egypte, Paris.

- Steindorff, G., (1926), Ein Agyptisches Grab in Siwa, (in): ZAS. 61, Leipzig. (pp. 94-98)

21



gl deala
& 0 At 4uls
Leallel) Loull) dLaalf

University of Benghazi
Faculty of Education Al marj
Global Libyan Journal

2016 guibo — Feibuid! 2l

- Strabo. (LCL.).

- Theophrastus, Enquiry into Plants. (LCL.).

- Vitruvius. (LCL.).

- Von Minutoli. H., (1824), Reise zum Tempel des Jupiter Ammon in der Libyschen Wiste
und nach Ober-Aegypten in den Jahren, 1820 und 1821, Berlin.

Fakhry, A., (1944), Siwa QOasis Its History and Antiquities, Cairo.

e atidal) Laitd

- BABA. = Beitrage Agyptischen Bauforschung und Altertumskunde, Heft. 12, zum.
70, Geburtstag Von Ricke, H., Wiesbaden, 1971.

- BIFAO. = Bulletin de L Institut Frangais d’Archéologie Orientale.

- FHG. = Fragmenta Historicorum Graecorum, (ed): C. Muller.

- GGM. = Geographi Graeci Minores, (ed): C. Miller.

- LCL. =The Loeb Classical Library.

- QAL. = Quaderni di Archeologia della Libya.

- RE. = Paulys Real-Encyclopadie der Classischen Altertumswissenschaft Neue
Bearbeitung unter Mitwirkung Zahlreicher Fachgenossen herausgegeben, Von
Georg Wissowa.

- ZAS. = Zeitschrift fur Agyptische Sprache und Altertumskunde.
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