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Moroccan Schools during the Reign of Bani Marin
(668 — 869 AH / 1269 - 1465 AD)

Abstract

The sultans of Bani Marin attached great importance to the establishment of specialized
schools that taught specific subjects, by specialized instructors and to supply them with
specialized books. These Schools participated in maintaining and spreading of Al-Malki
creed throughout Northwest Africa, and the making of the good cultural relationships with
the Islamic Arab East as well as Andalusia through the scientific expeditions had great
influence on benefiting from the knowledge and curriculums of the eastern countries and
Andalusia. The Sultans also worked on the establishment of many schools that notably
spread throughout various Moroccan cities, and to expend on these Schools and their
students, by granting them donations in the form of regular monthly payments, in addition to
annual bonuses, moreover, annexes were added to these School to be used as lodgings for
the teachers and students who come from far-off places. The subjects used to be studied in
the schools included grammar, reading, jurisprudence, Islamic Law, Arabic language and
literature as well as some of the branches of philosophy, mysticism, (scholastic) theology,
mathematics, history and geography. The Arabic language and tongue, thanks to Bani Marin,
were maintained conserved in Northwest Africa.
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