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Economic Integration and its Impact on the Arab Countries

Elfatih M. O. Mukhtar

Abstract: This research describes and analyses the economic integration and its
impact on the Arab countries, explaining the concept of economic integration, noting
the experiences of economic integration in the Arab region, and analysis for its
impact on the integrated Arab countries. The most prominent findings of the research
show that experiences of the Arab region in the field of Arab economic integration did
not achieve the expected success. The results also highlighted that the economic
integration contributes to the breadth of markets and achieve economies of scale and
compete in international markets. The results also indicated that the economic
integration grants the Arab countries the power of bargaining power and advantage
of dealing with entities that are forming coalitions with each other. Thus the
recommendations and suggestions came out with the need to review all the
agreements that have been among the Arab countries in accordance with the changes
of Arab and global realities. It is also recommended the need to increase the volume
of inter-Arab investments, as it came recommendations also need to take practical
steps towards a common Arab market, and realize the dream of a unified Arab
currency, similar to the European currency, the dollar disengagement in order to face
the global economic blocs and the global economic crisis.

keywords: economic integration, global economic blocs, Arab countries.
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14- Bernard Hoekman and Patrick Messerlin: initial condition and
incentives for Arab economic integration:op:cit.

15- Friz Machlup: A theory of thought on economic Integration , the
Macmillan press Itd , London , 1977.
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