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Abstract:  
         This study attempts to 
identify, on the one hand, the 
real situation of the 
development of electronic 
information resource 
collections within the Algerian 
university libraries, and on the 
other hand, their aspiration for 
the perspective of 
establishing a policy for 
developing these collections 
in order to promote and 

reinforce scientific research. 
This study tries not only to 
identify the type of impacts 
that these specific supports 
may have on the information 
services offered by university 
libraries to their users, but 
also to show the procedures 
and steps followed in the 
development process of these 
collections. We intend to 
highlight the degree of 
correlation existing between 
these collections within the 
university libraries on the one 
side, and the scientific and 
research needs of users who 
frequent these documentary 
institutions on the other side. 
        To treat the subject 
related to these electronic 
resources in the university 
libraries adequately, we have 
adopted the descriptive 
approach and subdivided our 
work into two aspects: the first 
one is theoretical and the 
second one is practical. Our 
research consists of five 
chapters. The first chapter 
dealing with the 
methodological frame is 
followed by three theoretical 
chapters that underline 
successively the definition of 
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electronic information 
resources and their 
importance, then the grouping 
of libraries and the 
development of these 
collections in the electronic 
environment, and just after, a 
global view on university 
libraries in the electronic era. 
The last and fifth chapter 
deals with a survey led on a 
sample of university libraries 
situated in the East of Algeria 
showing the way these typical 
collections are managed, and 
the perspectives for the 
development of these modern 
information supports. We 
used the questionnaire as an 
instrument for collecting data. 
We administered it to chief 
librarians and heads of 
services in central libraries in 
the universities used as a 
sample. 28 professionals 
responded to our 
questionnaire. Significant data 
were collected around our 
research topic. We were able 
to analyze these data in order 
to test our research 
hypotheses and evaluate 
them. We gathered the 
necessary elements for 
establishing and developing 

collections of electronic 
information resources, that is 
to say, the frame for a unified 
and collaborative plan in order 
to reinforce the efforts of the 
Algerian university libraries, 
so that they can cope with the 
progress achieved in the field 
of information respecting at 
the same time the users 
needs and interests. 
         We think that our 
analysis accompanied by 
suggestions can clarify our 
simplified scientific vision that 
may update the 
developmental plan for these 
modern collections in terms of 
formulation and respect of 
standards when setting up the 
different steps of this plan. 
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