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Cooperation ,Policy and Global Affairs, The National Academies Press , Washington,
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versatility: A review ", African Journal of Food Science, Vol. 9 , September, 2015, pp.
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4 Ramalingum ,N.,&  Mahomoodally,M.F., "The Therapeutic Potential of Medicinal

Foods", Hindawi Publishing Corporation ,Advances in Pharmacological Sciences ,Volume
2014, p.8.
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' Faulkner , R.O., A Concise Dictionary Of Middle Egyptian, Oxford ,1964.p. 78.

& Lesko, L.H., A dictionary Of Late Egyptian , VOL. I, 1987,p.127.

& Manning, J. G. , Review" An Ancient Egyptian Herbal by Lise Manniche, Journal of
Near Eastern Studies, Vol. 53, No. 4 (Oct., 1994), p . 296 .& HangM.,Grobes
Handwérterbuch  Agyptisch-Deutsch(2800-950 v.chr.),Marburger Edition,Mainz,2006,
P.258.

léGardiner, A. H. , Egyptian Grammar ,3Th.ed , London ,1973,p. 563.&Ranke,H.,Die
Agyptischen Personennamen, Band I,Heidelberg,1935,p.90.

"7 Moselle,B.R.,The Symbolic and Theological Significance of the Olive Tree in The
Ancient Near East and in Hebrew Scripturs, a thesis submitted in fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree doctor of philosophy in the department of old testament studies
at the university of Pretoria faculty of Theology,2015,p.57.& Janick,J., Ancient Egyptian
Agriculture and the Origins of Horticulture, Department of Horticulture and Landscape
Architecture Purdue University West Lafayette, Indiana 47907, USA, 2002,p.26.
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1 Faulkner , R.O., A Concise Dictionary ,p. 78.=Sin B83.

20 Blackman,A.M.,“Some Notes on the Story of Sinuhe and other Egyptian Texts”, JEA
XXII ,London, 1936, P. 35.
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*! Blackman,A.M., .,“Some Notes on the Story of Sinuhe and other Egyptian Texts” P. 35 .
2 Moselle,B.R., The Symbolic and Theological Significance of the Olive Tree ,p.59.
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2 Wb.L,p.423(9)

2 URK.IV,p.73,10.

Whb.L.,p.423(9).&Budge,E.A.W., An Egyptian Hieroglyphic, Dictionary ,Vol.I , London

,1920,P.206.

*® Faulkner , R.O., A Concise Dictionary ,p. 78=URK.IV688,15.

* Faulkner , R.O., A Concise Dictionary ,p. 78=URK.IV59,10.

*¥ Budge,E.A.W., An Egyptian Hieroglyphic, Dictionary P.205.&Toth,G., Middle Egyptian

Grammar through Literature, Rutgers University-Camden, Gliickstadt, 1972 ,p.85.

- Gaballa, G. A. ,"Three Acephalous Stelae", JEA, Vol. 63 (1977), p. 122f ,P1L. XXIIA.

3% Faulkner , R.O., A Concise Dictionary ,p. 78=URK.IV1143,10.

3T URKL.IV,p.1143,10.
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' Malek, J., et all., Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts,

Statues, Reliefs and Paintings Volume VIII: Objects of Provenance Not Known: Statues,

Non-royal statues. Late Period: Man kneeling to Ancestral busts Griffith Institute, Oxford

,1973, p.100.

*Hart, G.,The Routledge Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses , Second edition,

New York, 2005, P.130
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37 Whb.I.,p.423(10-13).

38 Allen,T.G., The Book of the Dead or Going for by Day,Chicago,1974,p.66.
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3 Faulkner,R.O., The Egyptian Book of The Dead ,The Book of Going Forth by Day,the

papyrus of Ani ,second Edition, New York ,1998, chapter 17, pl.9.

40 Budge, E.A.W.,The Book of The Dead The Chapters of Coming Forth by Day

,London , 1898 ,p.59. & Allen,T.G., The Book of the Dead or Going for by Day,p. 29.

4 Simpson,W.K.,The Literature of Ancient Egypt,London,2003.P.275.& Allen, T.G., The

Book of the Dead or Going for by Day,P.133,261.
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* Byl,S.A.,The Essence and Use of Perfume in Ancient Egypt, submitted in accordance
with the requirements for the degree of , Master of Arts in the subject Ancient Near
Eastern Studies , at the University of South Africa,2012, pp. 114-116.

* Ward ,W.A., Early Contacts between Egypt, Canaan, and Sinai: Remarks on the Paper
by Amnon Ben-Tor, Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research, No. 281,
Egypt and Canaan in the Bronze Age (Feb., 1991), p. 21.

0 Toth ,G., Middle Egyptian Grammar through Literature ,p.85.

S'Ward ,W.A., Early Contacts between Egypt, Canaan, and Sinai , p. 21.

32 Hayes ,W.C., " Inscriptions from the Palace of Amenhotep III", Journal of Near Eastern
Studies, Vol. 10, No. 2 (Apr., 1951), p.93f.
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Capel,A.K.,&Markoe,G.E.,Mistress of the House, Mistress of Heaven: Women in Ancient
Egypt,New York,1996, p.36.
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> Reeves, CN., Studies in the archaeology of the Valley of the Kings ,with particular
reference to tomb robbery and the caching of the royal mummies., (Volumes I—II), Thesis
,submitted for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy School of Oriental Studies University of
Durham 1984,p.148.
>* Pino,C., "The Market Scene in the Tomb of Khaemhat (TT 57) ",JEA , Vol. 91 (2005), p
. 96

(* 11313 &, <=3 orjental institute museum university of Chicag «asia & 1Y)
2> Capel,A.K.,&Markoe,G.E., Mistress of the House, Mistress of Heaven: Women in
Ancient Egypt,New York,1996,p.36
- Davies, N.G.,The Tomb of Ken-Amun at Thebes (New York: Arno Press, 1973), pl.9 .
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Bavay,L., "Canaanite Jars and Jar Sealings from Deir el-Medina :Scattered Evidence of
Egypt’s Economic Relations With the Levant During the New Kingdom", OREA 2, Vienna

7 Urk. 4, 1396,6 .

¥ Evan,T.S., A lexicographic and iconographic analysis of anointing in ancient Egypt ,
Thesis Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Degree of Doctor of
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The Moringa Tree in Ancient Egypt

Dr. Seham El-Sayed Abd el Hameed Essa’

Abstract:

The Moringa tree has several names including ben oil tree, life
tree, and left tree. The Moringa tree grows on arid and hot lands,
and it is regarded as one of the most fast-growing trees as its
height reaches up to 9-15 miter within three years' timing. The
Moringa tree has such a high degree of nutrient value as its
leaves contain anti-oxide bodies. As regards its seeds, they have
30-40% oil, which is known in Arabic as the ben oil; and it is
characterized by its liquidity retention in low temperatures. The
liquid 1s transparent and colorless, and it gets into the
manufacturing of hair-caring products as well as the lubrication
of machines .The tree has a present-day medical value as it helps
in treating several diseases such as blood anemia and heart
diseases, in addition to brain and nerve disorders.

The Moringa tree was known in ancient Egypt as "bsk " and its
significance came to the fore through its connections to some of
the gods like "Ptah " one of whose titles was hry b3k.f. Further,
the title was associated with a number of other gods, including
Horus, Set and Thut; and the tree was mentioned in the Dead
Book in Chapters 17, 125, and 149. Besides, the Moringa oil was
used in funerals throughout the Pharaohs' history. Also, the
Moringa oil was used in the manufacturing of scent as well as for
medical purposes.

It use was mentioned as a prescription for improving skin texture
and removing face wrinkles, headache, ear pains, tooth problems,
stomach-ache, and curing wounds and eczema. Further, ancient
Egyptians used the same oil in fending off insects and purifying
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the water. These aspects will be handled in the current study in
detail.

Key words:

Moringa tree- life tree- left tree-Book of the dead - Ptah- Set —
Thut- manufacturing of scent- medical purposes- purifying the
water
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