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A Study of Islamic Painting on Mina’i Ceramics in Light of
Unpublished Objects Reserved in Sharjah Museum for
Islamic Civilization, UAE

Hanaa M. Adly*®

Abstract

The "Mina'i" ceramics in the period of study provides
comprehensive collections which include human and animal
figures whether as symbols of power and prosperity. The figures
were in high dynamic movements such as; scenes of hunting,
horse riding. The study focuses on the harmony in shape and
design, the way of representing the figures face details,
movements, cloth, and how other decorative elements were
added and linked to the human figures which was precisely
designed in a very small area and repeated with details. By
analyzing the very character of Islamic designs on Mina'i
ceramics, a new classification deducted some new results.

One of the most important objectives of the research would be
studying unpublished objects of Persian Mina'i (enameled)
ceramics. The unpublished objects in the mentioned period
selected for the study described, classified, analyzed and dated to
lead to the fact that the art produced by and for Muslim societies
was mixed with pre-existing artistic traditions that enrich the
Muslim patrons.

The research focused on the following: (i) a detailed
comparative study among Sharjah Museum collection and a
similar one in different museums in Egypt and USA such as
Freer Gallery in Washington, Victoria and Albert Museum (i1)
discussion, comparison and clarifying the brilliancy of Muslim
artists in conveying their ideas in human figures decoration (iii)
study and publish a group of unpublished objects.

Keywords:

Islamic Art, Mina i Ceramics, Islamic Painting, Figural Art
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