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All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the (Y)
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the state wherein
they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any state
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”
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There may be narrower scope for operation of the presumption of constitution-  (1¢)
ality when legislation appears on its face to be within a specific prohibition of

the Constitution, such as those of the first ten amendments, which are deemed
equally specific when held to be embraced within the Fourteenth...

It is unnecessary to consider now whether legislation which restricts those
political processes which can ordinarily be expected to bring about repeal of
undesirable legislation, is to be subjected to more exacting judicial scrutiny

under the general prohibitions of the Fourteenth Amendment than are most

other types of legislation.

Nor need we inquire whether similar considerations enter into the review of
statutes directed at particular religious ... or national ... or racial minorities ...:
whether prejudice against discrete and insular minorities may be a special
condition, which tends seriously to curtail the operation of those political
processes ordinarily to be relied upon to protect minorities, and which may call

for a correspondingly more searching judicial inquiry.
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