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A Group of Canopic Jars from the 18th Dynasty

Dr . Osama Ibrahem Sallam®

Abstract:

A Group of canopic jars, which was dedicated to the Museum
of El-Salaam School in Assiut Governorate by the English
archaeologist Flinders Petrie, has been studied analytically,
linguistically and archaeologically in this paper in order to date it
properly and accurately. After examination, the researcher
realized that the canopic jars constituted two different sets with
respect to material, shape, and texts written on them.
Accordingly, they were divided into two groups (A&B). Group A
includes two jars made of marl clay; a substance used in pottery
manufacturing, and two human- headed coffin lids without
entrails, probably lost during excavation and were broken in
transmission. Their museum recording numbers are 212, 215,
216 (a,b), while Petrie's excavation numbers 188, 189, 190, 191.
The two jars contain entrails, and on one of them appeared a
large hieratic protection text in black ink concerning god
Duamutef, as well as the name of god Wsir. The researcher
studied it linguistically and found that its owner was one of the
chanters of goddess Maat. A remaining of the inky-black hieratic
text was discovered on the second jar. The researcher managed to
discover most of the text which was dedicated to god
Qebehsenuf, and the name of gods Wsir and Duamutef appeared
on it. It was detected that all jars of group A have a human-
headed coffin lids; a tradition which presumably begun in the
Middle Kingdom and continued to the 18" Dynasty. Group B
includes four jars made of limestone, empty of entrails, and
labeled in museum recording numbers as 214, 210, 211, 213, and
Petrie's numbers 184, 185, 186, 187. One of them has a fairly
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visible inky-black hieroglyphic writing known as cursive, which
appeared in the New Kingdom. After studying it linguistically, it
was noticed that this group belonged to a priest called wDA
smA-tAwy. Another jar which preserved the remains of the title
and the name with determinative revealed to the researcher wDA
profession and name, whereas the two other jars have no inky-
black inscriptions. The fact that these jars have no entrails proved
that there have been vessels empty of entrails which confirmed
that the dummy or false canopic jars phenomenon appeared in the
Third Intermediate Period as well as in 21th and 22th Dynasties.

After studying these groups and according to the hieratic
Inscriptions written on the jars, the researcher concluded that the
actual dating of the two groups was the 18" Dynasty, precisely
Amenhotep II's reign. As for the second group, it dated back to
the 18™ Dynasty as well, which affirmed the idea that false
canopic jars appeared before and after the Third Intermediate
Period. The researcher has benefited from the recording numbers
of both Professor Petrie and pieces previously published after
locating the excavation site in El Salamuni Mountain, in
Akhmim region, and confirmed that these tombs were used in the
New Kingdom Period and were reused in the Later Period.



