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"to abstain is to refuse to vote either for or against a motion".
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" The procedures do not allow for senators formally to record an abstention
from voting. All senators who are on the floor of the chamber when the count
is begun must vote with the ayes or the noes, except the senator in the chair
(SO 101(5)). Senators who wish to abstain in a vote can do so only by
absenting themselves from the floor of the chamber. If a senator is absent
during a division, it is therefore not possible to tell from the record of voting
alone whether the senator has deliberately abstained from voting or has simply
been absent. It is of course open to senators to declare an intention to abstain
from voting during debate on a motion or otherwise to make their abstention
known".
Odgers’ Australian Senate Practice - Twelfth Edition, page, 222.
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when a quorum is presént, a majority vote, that is the

majority of the votes cast, ignoring blanks, is sufficient for the

adoption of any motion that is in order"™.
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Henry Martin Robert, Robert’s Rules of Order URevised, published in 1921, p. 191. (v)
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1 - Odgers’ Australian Senate Practice - Twelfth Edition.

2 - Henry Martin Robert, Robert’s Rules of Order, published in 1921.

3 - Merriam Webster Dictionary.
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