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Abstract

This research aims to develop a new methodology to compare the
food consumption patterns and the ability of the food and agricultural
sector among some of the non-Arab Asian Islamic countries. This
methodology, which depends on the concept of the population carryving
capacity (PCC) of the food and :gmicultural sector, measures the ability of
this seclor to cover the needs of the human consumption at certain level of
per capita consumption from the local production after covering the
requirements of the non-human consumption. By comparing the PCC
amnong the selected countries, two assumptions are used, the first 1s fixing
the per capita consumption of the developed countries and the second 1s
fixing the per capita consumption of the developing countries. The results
of the research show:

I. The selected Islamic countries joim in the importance of the plant
products compared with the animal products, excepted from that are
Turkey and Iran.

2. The food consumption patterns among the selected Islamic countries
are different, from various points of view: the per capita consumnption
from major food groups, the per capita daily share of the major
nutrition aspects and the PCC of the food and agricultural sector in
each country.

3. Starting off the real PCC of each country, the conclusion 1s made that
with exception of Malaysia and Indonesia, the PCC of the other five
countries are nearly below the real populatton number.

4 When the per capita consumption of the developed countries 15 fixed in
the selected Islamic countries, the PCC of the Islamic countries decline
clearly under the population number. Malaysia® PCC is still higher than
the population number,

5. When the per capita consuinption of the developing countries 1s fixed m
the selected countries, the PCC of the food and agricultural sector of
Malaysia, Turkey and Indonesia are increased, which means the PCC
in these countries are higher than this of the average developmg
countries. In contrast, from the point of view the PCC of Iran, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh are clearly under the average of the
developing countries,

At the end of the research some recommendations are made to imncrease
the PCC.
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