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ABSTRACT
WATERRESOURCES IN THE ARAB WORLD

The drinking water is estimated to be 41.1 Mio. cubic kilometer or nearly
3% of the global water, the drinking water in the Arab world is estimated to be
265 milliard cubic meter per year, of it 39 milliard Renuabil ground water or
14.7% of the available water resources. The surface water is concentrated in
Egypt, Iraq, Syria, Sudan, Morocco and Algeria with a total of nearly 194
milliard cubic meter or nearly 86% of its total in the Arab world. Ground water
was found in Algeria, Morocco, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Irag, Somalia and
Saudi Arabia, its volume was about 9.2 milliard cubic meter or nearly 81.6% of
its total in the Arab world. The per capita available water in the Arab world
was nearly 977 cubic meter per year, this is considered to be the lowest in the
world, the average in the world 1s 7000 cubic meter through the year and
reached to nearly 5500 in Africa and 1000 in Asia.

The shortage of renewal water in the Arab world was due the geographic
nature as most of its parts are situated in arid or seini arid areas, this hinders the
economic development and the horizontal and vertical expansion in agriculture.

The Arab countries are on the top of the world in producing the
desalinating water with a volume of neatly 2.1 milliard cubic meter, but this
needs huge capitals to carry on this kind of investments. Agricultural drainage
water is estimated with nearly 5 milliard cubic meters mostly in Egypt.

The Arab world utilized in 1998 nearly 178.5 milliard cubic meter or
nearly 67.5% of its total available water, 157.2 milliard for agriculture 13.2
milliard for house needs and nearly 8.4 milliard for industry. The development
of water utilization in the Arab countries was connected with the development

of its food crops and the food safety policies.
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Surface irrigation is prevailing in the Arab countries although its
efficiency is between 50% and 60% according to the soil structure. utilization,
operating and maintenance to the irrigation systems. Some Arab countries
began to use new irrigation systems as dropping and spray which their

efficiency is between 75-90%.

From this the cooperation of the Arab countries is needed to cover all the
big projects in the various countries, the redistribution of the factors of
production according to the various nceds, selecting the new varieties and crops
with the higher yields. pest resistanting and can use higher salinity contents in
the water and can change the duration and time of cultivation. Special
agricultural  institutes arc mueeded to sustain the development process.
Agricultural extension can play a key role in this concem. The production of
agricultural machinery locally could be a good connection between local

agriculture and local industry.





