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PREFACE %

The Holy Qur’an is the word of God Almighty, which
is issued by that Great Authority. So it is natural that this
Book be in compliance with the Greatness and oceanic
wisdom and knowledge of Allah (SWT). These
unprecedented qualities of God are quite evident from some
of the verses of the Holy Qur’an. Man’s reason is limited
and handcupped in chains of personal desires. That is why,
it can’t provide a sound base for legislation. So God of the
heavens opened the gates of his unlimited generosity and
revealed this Holy Book of wisdom and true knowledge,
which is a complete code of life and equally explains both
the ways to success in the profance and the Hereafter.

Allah (SWT) is that who created the human being
and so He is aware of his strength and weaknesses, his
qualities and deficiencies. That is why God revealed his
Book which purifies man and rise him high in moral
rank, for all of the times and space. God has rightly
explained this fact as:

“Do they then seek after a judgment of (the Day of)
Ignorance? But who, for a people whose faith is assured,
can give better judgment than Allah”? (AL-Mayida: 50).

Allah (SWT) has warranted through Qur’an, the results
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and conclusions of intellectual inquires and research.
Naturally, we can say that Qur’an helps in the expedition
and erploration of scientific facts and purifies differ=nt
disciplines. Consequently, now we are able to study
different subjects as economics, political science and
sociology from Islamic perspective, so that we may arrive at
the true conclusion and may find the uitimate truth.

In fact, the benefit of man is to follow the lines of
Islamic economics. Because, the analysis of this concept is
possible only in the light of Islamic Sharia’h. The Usuli
school of thought is of the view that, whenever a
Jurisprudence of God 1s found, attached would be the
benefit of that ruling. Because, all of the Islamic injunctions
are closely related to the benefit and well being of man.
Indeed, this is the way to realize his benefit.

Some of the questions that always conie in our mind
are: Till what time, Musliin economists will seek the shelter
of other economic ideologies from here and there? Tilt what
time we will reject those economic paradigms, which are
not in conformity with the nature of man, and there
acceptance leads to discontent at the end?. For how much
time, we will bear these ideologies which only leads us in
what we do not want for ourselves?. Had the time come to
find the Islamic ideology, which we have lost since more
than fourteen centuries.

Restructuring their worldly affairs and the revival of
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their culture has become an unescapable requirement from
Muslims, so that they might restore their previous status in
the modern age. In this juncture, Islamic economics is the
only alternative to the existing economic paradigms, which
may put forward a solution to the prevailing problems of
Muslim world. Muslim economists face a great challenge
before them in sorting out the outline of Islamic economics
from the injunctions of Islamic Religion. No doubt. Islam is
the only way that can provide safety to the Muslim world
from the alarming danger of non-believers. So do we accept
this challenge?. God may give us courage to start the
process of Islamization from our ownselves and then place
the foundations of our civilization ... the true civilization
for mankind on this plannet.

The economic theory about the behavior of consumer
is one of the most important economic paradigm that are
directly related to the belief of a man. This thing brings
Muslim econoinists into the world of doubts and disbelief,
in the prevailing situation, about the consumer theory in
modern western thought. This is the product of those
prevailing values in ‘hese societies. Western society has
accepted this colour, we dare to say that they are sccially
biased.

As far as the Muslim economists are concerned, they
haven’t presented any alternative theory in Islamic
economics perspective. [However, if there is any work done
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in this field, that is in the direction of fighi understanding of
the subject, i.e. transactions jurisprudence, and not in the
field of Islamic economics. There is a sharp difference
between Islamic economics and transactions jurisprudence.
Researchers engaged in that direction, have discussed
mainly the ideal and behavioural values, and have not
focused on the means and ways of research which may are
influenced by these values and concepts.

The goal before the author is to analyse the consumer
theory in the light of Islamic Shariah and to restructure this
theory. This theory was first presented before three
international conferences held between 1987 and 1990 in
Ain Shams University at Cairo. In these conferences, the
first paper contained the theory of consumer behaviour in
Islamic economics by analysing the cardinal criterion. The
paper was presenied under the topic “An attempt to
formulate a theory for consumer behaviour in Islamic
economics: The cardinal criterion. In the second
presentation, the ordinal criterion was analysed. The title of
this paper is “An attempt to formulate a theory for consumer
behaviour in Islamic economics: the ordinal criterion. Third
paper was written to compare between the above mentioned
theory and the theory of consumer behaviour in positive
economics. The title of this paper 1s “An attempt to
formulate a theory for consumer behaviour in Islamic
economics: a comparative analysis with the positive

Preface 3 6



economic theory. Thus a full theory was completed, at that
time.

Later and in this way, a complete survey of this theory
has been presented and explained in a Master’s thesis
conducted by one of my students in Umm Ul Qura
University at Holy Makkah. This provides a detailed
information about this theory with its details analysis. By
that time, the Islamic studies Research center of Umm Ul-
Qura university has published for me two studies as
applications of this theory.

The first one has been published under the topic of
“The Islamic concept of the welfare economics™ in year
1987, and the second has been published under the topic of
“The prohibition of Islam for gambling” and some aspects
of the miraculous of the economic Jurisprudence”.

In this book, the author presumes a complete
economic and mathematical details which have not been
stated in the previous papers for its limited area. This book
is divided in four chapters: First chapter contains different
aspects and rules of consumption in Islamic economics.
Second chapter discusses in greater details the consumer
theory in Islamic economics with the help of cardinal
criteria, while the third chapter will make use of the ordinal
criteria. Chapter four contains the analysis of this theory of
consumer behaviour in Islam, by utilizing mathematical
models which, are an abstraction from reality.
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