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Abstract

Arab Modernist and the Holy Quran:
A study of Methodology and style of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd

This article aims at investigating the theoretical and philosophical foundations of
Arab secular modernists, as represented by the Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, through
investigating the methodology and style he used in his works. The article uses the
inductive approach based on the critical reading, comparison and testing hypotheses. In
his study of the Holy Quran, the article found out that Abu Zayd uses misleading
methods, hides or denies the truth, and decontextualizes texts. The study concludes that
Arab Modernists in general did not bring anything new. There studies have been a
repetition of Orientalists’ methodology. These Orientalists in fact have described their
students from Arab modernist as those “who bring back what they have already taken
from us”.

Keywords: Arab Modernists, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Orientalists, Hermeneutical
reading, deconstructionism.
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Abstract
From the philosophy of creativity to creative philosophy: A reading on the
Intellectual accomplishment of Taha Abdurrahman

The aim of this article is to understand the essence of Taha Abdurrahman’s
thought. This philosopher is haunted by an urgent intellectual and civilizational
concern; it is the original philosophical creativity which provides Arabic Islamic
response to contemporary questions. He has been moving between two messages: The
first one is the philosophical perspective of creativity; what is it? How does it
materialize? Is contemporary Arabic though creative or imitative? The second message
is the creative production of a real philosophy; an original intellectual ijtihad, and
coherent philosophical structure; a philosophy that is rooted deeply in its natural soil;
Arabic in language and terminology, Islamic in its vision and spirit; addresses
contemporary time with proper intellectual method, and solves its problems using the
appropriate logic.

Key terms: Taha Abdurrahman, Philosophy of creativity, Creative philosophy,
Nature of creativity, Arabic Islamic thought.
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Abstract
Acculturation; from alienative assimilation to reasonable acquaintance

This article aspires at the understanding of the nature of civilizational relations, its
historical necessity and the civilizational background that establishes such relations and
explains them. It also attempts to uncover and challenge the position of Western
consciousness that aims at assimilating the world, through forcing its culture life styles
and values. The article provides and Tawhidi alternative based on the Divine Values,
through presenting the concept of civilizational acquaintance that builds relations on
tolerance morals and human dignity, away from violence, extremism and racism.

Keywords: Acculturation, Civilizational dialogue, Civilizational acquaintance,
Western civilizational model, Globalization and universalism, Clash of civilization.
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Abstract
Unity and Diversity in the Theory of Islamic Art

Unity and diversity is a common concept in Islamic knowledge in general, and in
philosophical and critical theory in Islamic Art in particular. Therefore, this article
studies unity and diversity as values involved in Aesthetics and Symbolism in Islamic
art. The study critically analyzes the literature on this subject and its different readings
as related to vision and methodology. It concludes that unity is the origin and essence,
while diversity is the symbolic manifestation. This is a theory of unity and diversity in
Islamic art based specifically on the ‘qualitative unity’. It is a theory which revolves
around the concept of Tawhid as the epistemological essence of the Islamic art, because
this concept is the origin of the Divine beauty and sublime, and the source of their
manifestations in Nature and in human creativity, as well as the subject of human
imitation in knowledge of Art.

Keywords: Unity and diversity, Theory of Islamic Art, Aesthetics, Symbolism,
Qualitative unit, Sublime & Beauty, Tawhid.
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University Press (September 28, 2012), 160 pages.
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14. Islam Art & Architecture, Markus Hattstein (Editor), Peter
Delius (Editor), ULLMANN (October 12, 2011), 640 pages.
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16. Islamic Art and Visual Culture: An Anthology of Sources, D.
Fairchild Ruggles, Wiley-Blackwell; 1 edition (May 3, 2011), 200 pages.
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17. Picturing Islam: Art and Ethics in a Muslim Lifeworld,
Kenneth M. George, Wiley-Blackwell; 1 edition (January 26, 2010), 184

pages.
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18. Wonder, Image, and Cosmos in Medieval Islam, Persis
Berlekamp, Yale University Press (May 17, 2011), 224 pages.
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19. Creative Encounters: Artists Engaged in Interreligious
Dialogue (Cross Cultural Theologies), Ruth Illman, Equinox Publishing
Limited (May 31, 2012), 208 pages.
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20. Enfoldment and Infinity: An Islamic Genealogy of New Media
Art, Laura U. Marks, The MIT Press (August 13, 2010), 408 pages.
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21. Thinking about Thinking: What Kind of Conversation is
Philosophy? Adriaan T. Peperzak, Fordham University Press (March 14,
2012), 216 pages.
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22. Interculturalism, Education and Dialogue (Global Studies in
Education), Tina Besley, Michael A. Peters, Peter Lang Publishing; First
printing edition (April 13, 2012), 416 pages.
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23. Culture and Dignity: Dialogues Between the Middle East and
the West, Laura Nader, Wiley-Blackwell; 1 edition (October 23, 2012),
272 pages.
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