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Abstract
Tawhid as a Worldview, and the Epistemology of Building Transcendent
Awareness in the Thought of Ismail Raji al-Faruqi

Ismail al-Faruqi was known by possessing the tools of vision and [jtihad, and the
methods of understanding, analysis, and interpretation. He has accomplished this status
as a result of comprehending spiritual knowledge and cultures instilled by religions
throughout the world, and through his comprehension of contemporary Western
philosophies. Al-Faruqi concluded that Tawhid, as presented by Islam, is the essence of
religious experience. He transcended the inherited meaning of Tawhid to reach the
civilizational aspect of the Tawhidic worldview and its manifestations in existence,
knowledge, values, and systems of life.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Transcendent Frame of Reference, Transcendence
(Ta'aali), Tawhidic School of Thought, Knowledge, Reason.
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Abstract
The Religious Determinant for Civilization and Global Policies: A Reading of Al-
Faruqi's Perspective on International Relations

This paper presents the perspective of Ismail al-Faruqi on the role of religion in
current international politics, and lays out the features of a normative theory in
international relations based on his view of the concepts of Tawhid and meta-religion as
presented in a number of his books, particularly "Tawhid: Implications for Thought and
Life" and "Islam and the Problem of Israel." Al-Faruqi elucidates how Islam offers
solutions to global problems associated with the foundations of the current international
system, which is based on the ethno-Euro-centricity, a system that contradicts the needs
of the global society, which in turn is characterized by openness, freedom, and
coexistence.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Judeo-Christian Civilization, International Politics,
Normative theory, meta-religion, Ethno-centricity, Ummatism, The International
System, Islamic Peace (pax islamica).
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15 Al-Faruqi, Ismail Raji. Islam and the Problem of Israel, 4th ed, Selangor, Malaysia:
The Other Press SDN Bhd, 2006, p 91.
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16 Al-Faruqi, Ismail Raji. AL Tawhid: Its implications for thought and Life, Virginia:
The International Institute of Islamic Thought, 1992, p 142.

7 Ibid, p 143-45.

'8 Al-Faruqi, Islam and the Problem of Israel, Op.cit, p 112.
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20 Ismail Raji al-Faruqi, "Introduction”, in: AbuSulayman, AbdulHamid A. Toward an

Islamic Theory of International Relations, Op.cit, p 36.
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2l Samuel P. Huntington, "The Clash of Civilization", Foreign Affairs, Vol. 72, No. 3,
Summer 1993, p 23-24.
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Abstract
The Epistemological Model of Al-Faruqi's Critique of Religions

This paper discusses the methodological foundations stipulated by Ismail al-Faruqi
to establish his epistemological model; where he put forth two main conditions: first, to
engage in religious phenomenon and discover its logic; and second, to set principles for
understanding religion and correcting that understanding, which is related to the
theoretical principles which he considered as the foundation and means of acquiring
and evaluation of knowledge. The paper addresses the theoretical principles upon
which al-Faruqi based his epistemological model, and his position on the method of
"Disengagement” (suspending) and the way he surpassed it. The paper also added the
critique and evaluation dimension of the model.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Epistemological Model, Disengagement Approach,
Meta-Religion, the Ideal Trend, Religious Understanding.
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® Ismail Al-faruqi, Towards an Islamic theory of meta-religion: www.ismailfarugi.com.

(16-12-2009)  http://www.ismailfaruqgi.com/articles/towards-an-islamic-theory-of-meta-
religion/

* Ibid.

> Al-Farugi, Christian Ethics: A Systematic and Historical Analysis of Its Dominant
Ideas. (Montreal: McGill University Press, 1967), p21.
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8 Kuhn, Thomas. The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 2nd edition, with postscript. 1970,.p.38-39
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Views on Comparative Religion: "International Journal of Business and Social
Science Vol. 1 No. 1, October 2010
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Views on Comparative Religion".

'* Al-Farugi. Christian Ethics, p31.

'3 " We hold those truths to be the self-evident element of a philosophy that is critical,
by any standard or sense of the term. These are rational, not dogmatic truths. They
are open to question, to be sure; but whosoever wishes to content them cannot do so
from the standpoint of dogma." Ibid, p31-32.
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Abstract
Efforts of Ismail al-Faruqi in the Field of History of Religions
Muhammad Khalifah Hassan

This paper presents the efforts of Ismail al-Faruqi in the field of history of religions
and his contributions in the methodological establishment of this field on the
international level, particularly in the areas of methodology and content. Al-Faruqi
studied the nature of the religious experience in Islam, and its relationship with other
experiences. He engaged in the modern religious studies in the West, and the methods
of understanding and studying religion. The paper highlights Al-Faruqi's role in
developing a system of Meta-Religious principles, the divine source of religions, and
the need for critical assessment of religious heritage, in the hope that human beings
would cooperate to establish the religion of Fifra (natural disposition), which unites all
religions.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, History of Religions, Meta-Religion, Religion of
Fitra (Natural Disposition), Essence of Religious Experience.
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Abstract
The Theory of Islamic Art in the Thought of Ismail al-Faruqi
Idham Muhammad Hanash

This paper presents Ismail al-Faruqi's theory of Islamic art, which is based on the
exposition of the special value-based relationship between Tawhid and aesthetics, and
considering the Holy Qur'an as the prime artistic feat. This paper is a critical review of
al-Faruqi's epistemological project in building his theory on art, and raises some
observations on al-Faruqi's effort in expounding on the concept of Islamic art, and
promoting efforts to study art from the perspective of Islamic thought in its
philosophical and historical prospects, with the aim of reaching a clear and coherent
epistemological framework for the theory of Islamic art.

Keywords: Ismail al-Faruqi, Islamic Art, Orientalist Theory, Islamic Aesthetics,
Ta'sil, Abstraction.
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Association of Muslim Social Scientists, Gary, IN: Association of
Muslim Social Scientists, 1974, pp. v-ix
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“Islamic ‘Fundamentalism’ and the U.S.A.,” Islamic
Fundamentalism by Karim B. Akhtar and Ahmad H. Sakr. Cedar

Rapids, TA:Igram Press, 1982, pp.122-25.
PR PR W BRI NP T gy B WY KRN REEIUREHENA(PIE WO IR O

The Ummah and Its Civilizational Christ,” (trans.) by AbdulHamid
AbuSulayman, Social and Natural Sciences, eds. Isma’il R. al Faruqi
and Abdullah O. Naseef. Sevenoaks, UK: Hodder and Stoughton, and
Jeddah: King Abdulaziz University, 1981, pp. 100-15
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Islamizing the Social Sciences,” Social and Natural Sciences, ed. Isma’il

R. al Faruqgi and Abdullah Omar Naseef. Sevenoaks, UK: Hodder and
Stoughton, and Jeddah: King Abdulaziz University, 1981, pp. 8-20

ebad) E5e Jleel o delazmVlg dngdall polall OLS™ (3 Jhab cielaz VI gkl 2]
s or B Loy S o E S A @ JsY) Ly
“The Role of Islam in Global Interreligious Dependence,” Towards a

Global Congress of the World’s Religions, ed. Warren Lewis.
Barrytown, NY: Unification Theological Seminary, pp. 19-38
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“Divine Transcendence and Its Expression,” The Global Congress of the
World’s Religions, Proceedings 1980-1982, ed. Henry O. Thompson.
New York: The Rose of Sharon Press, 1982, pp. 267-316.
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“Islam and Architecture,” Fine Arts in Islamic Civillization, ed. M. A. J.
Beg. Kuala Lumpur: The University of Malaya Press, 1981, pp. 99-117
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“Is the Muslim Definable in Terms of His Economic Pursuits?,”
Khurshid Ahmad and Z. Ansari, eds., Islamic Perspectives: Essays in

Honor of A. A. Mawdudi, London: The Islamic Foundation, 1979, pp.
183-93.
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“Islam and Other Faiths” in The Challenge of Islam, ed. Altaf Gauhar.
London: Islamic Council of Europe, 1978, pp. 82-111
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11. “Islam and Christianity: Problems and Perspectives,” The Word in the
Third World, ed. James P. Cotter. Washington-Cleveland: Corpus
Books, 1976, pp. 159-181; comments on pp. 181-220
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12. “Islam as Culture and Civilization,” Islam and Contemporary Society.
London and New York: Longman and the Islamic Council of Europe,
1982, pp. 140-76.
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13. “The Objective of the Seminar,” Knowledge for What? (Proceedings of
the Seminar of Islamization of Knowledge, Rabi’ al Awwal 1402 /
January 1982) Islamabad: Institute of Education, 1982, pp. ix-xii.
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“Report of the Seminar,” Knowledge for What? (Proceedings of the
Seminar of Islamization of Knowledge, Rabi’ al Awwal 1402 / January
1982), Islamabad: Institute of Education, 1982, pp. xxii-xxvi.
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“Islamization of Knowledge: The General Principles and the Work-
plan,” Knowledge for What? (Proceedings of the Seminar of

Islamization of Knowledge, Rabi’ al Awwal, 1402 / January 1982),
Islamabad: Institute of Education, 1982, pp. 1-49.
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14. “Islam and Other Faiths,” 30th International Congress of Human Sciences in
Asia and North Africa, Middle East 1, ed. Graciela de la Lama. Mexico City:
El Colegio de Mexico, 1982, pp. 153-79.
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15. “Forward: Six Basic Economic Principles in Islam,” Proceedings of the

Third East Coast Regional Conference. Gary, IN: Muslim Students’
Association, 1968, pp. 1-8
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c. Articles in Malaysian: A 3allal) dallly e\aa

1. “Hak Bukan Islam Dalam Islam,” Diskusi, part I, 5:7/1980 (July-August
1980): 2-5, 48; part II, 5:8/1980 (August-September 1980): 8-12; part III,
5:9/1980 (September-October 1980): 15-8, 51
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* Umat Islam — Cabaran-cabaran Pemikiran Kini,” Diskusi (Malaysia), vol.
5:12 (December 1980): 2-5
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© “Universiti ~ Negara ~ Membangun —  Kearah  Mana?,” Panji
Masyarakat (Malaysia), December 1980: 5-9
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Islamizing the Social Sciences,” Islamika, Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia):
Sarjana Enterprise, 1981, pp. 1-8
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d. Articles in Turkish: 4l 4ally cyia
1. “Kuzey Amerika’da Islami idealler,” Yenidevir, Istanbul (Apr. 29,
1981): 6
S5 Ale 3 jedaey aSA ) aafe il K0 3 aedlay)

2. “Hicret’in Ihyasi ve Zamanimizda Yeniden Ikamesinin Luzumu,” Milli
Gazette, tr. Hamza Kucuk and H. Coskun, twenty installments,
(12/26/1402 [ October 13, 1982] to 1/15/1403 [December 1, 1982]).
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Section 3: Works On Farugi 125l (e s Gl andl)

a) Theses and books that discuss Ismail al Faruqi’s contributions:
el clalga) 8 iS5 dyala o gkl
1. The Islamisation of science: Four Muslim positions developing an Islamic
modernity by Stenberg, Leif Erik, Fil.Dr., Lunds Universitet (Sweden),
1996 , 362 pages.
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2. Isma'il al-Faruqi(1921-1986) and inter-faith dialogue: The man, the

scholar, the participant by Fletcher, Charles D., Ph.D., McGill University
(Canada), 2008, 366 pages.
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3. Islam, modernity and the human sciences: Toward a dialogical approach
by Zaidi, Ali Hassan, Ph.D., York University (Canada), 2007 , 358 pages.
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4. Mohd Murat Bin Md Aris, “al-Farugi’s Approach to Comparative
Religion: A Critical Study of His Book Christian Ethics” Master’s Thesis
for Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Heritage, Kulliyah of Islamic
Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, International Islamic
University Malaysia, September 2002.
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7) Shafiq, Muhammad (1994) Growth of Islamic Thought in North America:
Focus on Ismail Raji al Faruqi (Brentwood, Maryland: Amana
Publications.)
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b) Book Chapters on Ismail al Faruqi: < 2 (25 W) oo Jgmad

1. John L. Esposito, “Ismail R. al-Faruqi: Muslim Scholar-Activist” in
Yvonne Yazbeck Haddad, (ed.) The Muslims of America (Oxford
University Press, USA, 1993) pp. 65-79.

S Al el 1S (3 gmpen) Ogmr Slisl ¢ odlo] Jaily Se : go)lill Leler)
ole 28 sl LY (3 508 T dral dndas Slgiie i Osh) 4 E

praar

2. John L. Esposito. Ismail Ragi al-Faruqi: Pioneer in Muslim-Christian
Relations in John L. Esposito and John Voll, Makers of Contemporary
Islam (Oxford University Press, USA, 2001), pp. 23-38.
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¢) Articles on Ismail al Farugi in Journals :dsale <dlaa 8 B W) oo c¥ia
1. Sulayman Nyang and Mumtaz Ahmad, “The Muslim Intellectual

Emigre in the United States’ in Islamic Culture Vol. 59, 1985: pp. 277-
290.
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2. Behrooz Ghamari-Tabrizi, “Loving America and Longing for Home:
Isma’il al-Faruqi and the Emergence of the Muslim Diaspora in North
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America” in International Migration Volume 42, Issue 2 June 2004: pp.
61-86.
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3. Muhammad Najatullah Sidiqi. Islamization of knowledge: Reflections
on Priorities. AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3, Summer 2011, p. 15-34.
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4. Kamal Hassan. Al-Wasatiyyah as Understood and defined by Islamic
Scholars in contemporary Singapore and its Consistency with Ismail Al
Farugqi's Vision of Ummatan, AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3, Summer 2011, p.
35-52.
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5. Ibrahim Mohamed Zein. Religions As a "Life Fact": Al Faruqi's impact

on the International Islamic University Malaysia, AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3,
Summer 2011, p. 53-74.

dle (3 Al asdla Yl dmaldl e o)Wl T 13LA) il Leduoss OLY)
6. Mohamed Asalm Haneef. Islamization“ of Knowledge After Thirty:
Going Back to Basics, AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3, Summer 2011, p. 75-91.
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7. Charles Fletcher. Ismail al Faruqi's Interfaith Dialoque and Asian

Religions with Special Reference to Buddhism. AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3,
Summer 2011, p. 92-112.
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8. M. Zaki Kirmani, Reflections on Science at the Interface of the

Islamization of Knowledge Debate. AJISS Vol. 28, No. 3, Summer
2011, p. 113-137.
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