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From Rational Western Modernity to Rational Monotheistic Faith:
Towards a Connected Islamic Modernity
By Abd al-Razzaq Balagrouz
Abstract
This paper aims at highlighting the limits of the Western Modernistic Rationalism
project, and accordingly, developing a model of alternative rationalism based on
monotheistic faith that helps to actualize the Islamic modernity project. One of the
reasons for introducing this alternative project is to avoid the drawbacks of the
rationalism of Western modernity, which strips knowledge from holiness, views
rationalism only through secularism, and allows the dominance of the instrumental and
computational mind. Monotheistic rationalism, however, is based on the integration of
faith and reason in order to streamline human life, to accomplish unity of value and
interpretation in understanding nature, and to maintain integration of human cognitive
faculties.
Key words: Worldview; Rationalism; Secularism; Holiness; Modernity;
Monotheistic Faith; Revelation; Truth; Cognitive Activity; the System of Values.
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The Crisis of Western Modernity,
and the Transition of the Islamic Mind from Disruption to Construction
By Abd al-Aziz Boulsha“ir
Abstract
This paper addresses the question of Western modernity, as the sum of
intellectual, social and political changes of Western origin, and its effects on the
intellectual and political elites in the Muslim world. These elites have been trapped
between the illusion of being able to correlate with Western modernity, and the concern
over duplicating the processes of Western modernization and development. This stems
from the lack of consideration for the uniqueness of intellectual religious frame of
reference and the civilizational identity of the Muslim Ummah in its social,
psychological and historical formulas. It is also caused by failing to realize the crises of
Western modernity that touched upon the essence of humankind, nature, and religion.
The paper raises questions regarding difficulties of duplicating Western modernity in
the Muslim world, and the means of overcoming the illusion of correlation with it, due
to the uniqueness of the Muslim Ummabh in its faith, knowledge, and values, and in its
civilizational mission.
Keywords: Modernity; Postmodernity; Western Modernity; Crisis of Modernity;
Islamic Modernity; Western Mind; Modernization; Cultural Relativism; Islamic
Modernity Project.
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Modernity between Western Thought and Arab Thought:
Continuity or Disruption in the Case of Literature
By Ra’ed Okasha and Khalid Al-Jaber
Abstract
This paper addresses the problem of acculturation between Western thought and
Arab thought, as manifested in the attempt to identify with the Western experience of
modernity in general and literature in particular. This process of acculturation has
experienced a defect caused by the lack of awareness of structural and epistemological
differences between the Western and Arab-Islamic epistemologies. The experience of
Western modernity has been projected on Arab reality without awareness of the
uniqueness of both. This study reveals the pathological relationship between Arab
modernists and Arab heritage, which resulted in almost total break with that heritage,
especially in the modernists’ attempt to hastily move forward, bypassing the necessary
assimilation process, which resulted in producing language uprooted from itself and its
civilizational context.

Keywords: Modernity; Arabic Literature; Epistemology; Belonging; Cultural
Uniqueness; Heritage; Language.
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The Question of Secularization in the Thought of Abdel Wahab EI-
Messiri: From the Epistemological to the Ontological Path
By Rbouh al-Bashir

Abstract

This paper addresses the concept of secularism in the thought of the late thinker
Abdel Wahab EI-Messiri, particularly examining the dynamism of the concept in
the history of Western modernity. The concept has shifted from partial secularism to
total secularism, passing through consecutive processes starting from religion,
economics, philosophy, sentiment (conscience), dreams, and private life issues, in
accordance with the epistemological event that is based on the mechanism of material
rationalization, then with the ontological event associated with a multiplicity of factors,
such as dress, habitation, the physical body, eating habits, action films, cartoons, etc.
This results in a strong correlation between the processes, which ultimately affects
secularized Western thought, and also Arab thought, which continues to think from
within the sphere of modernity.

Keywords: Secularism; Partial Secularism; Total Secularism; Epistemological
Event; Ontological Event.
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