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The Concept of Banditry (Hiraba) and Its Shari‘ah Parameters:
A Study in the Quranic Text and Juristic heritage
Abstract

This study investigates the concept of banditry in the Qur’anic and the Figh
contexts, without going into the juridical details of the punishment for banditry and its
conditions.

The study gives a special focus on the influence of the social traditions related to
banditry as compared to the direct meaning of the Qur'anic text, i.e. corruption on Earth.

Based on the Qur'anic verses the study has shown that the concept of banditry is
broader than high robbery or manslaughter. It includes other acts like drugs dealing,
promotion of immorality, targeting individuals or the state by extra-constitutional means
and laws, or terrorizing citizens; as all that is considered violation of the teachings of the
tolerant Shari‘a, which came to achieve the purposes of security and human well-being
in this life and the Hereafter.

Key words: Banditry, Robbery, Corruption, People of the Book, Apostasy,
Bandits, Crime, Hypocrisy, Sodomy.
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Custom: A Socio-Usuli study
Abstract
This study addresses the concept of custom as an influential factor in building and
developing human societies. Using comparative-analytical research methods, it
examines both revealed knowledge (Qur'an and Sunnah) of Muslim Usuli jurists and
positivistic knowledge propagated by contemporary scholars of law and sociology in
relation to the emergence and development of customs. It also aims at finding
methodological instruments, and discovering the governing social laws necessary to
develop societies both physically and spiritually.
Key words: Usuli custom, Law, Social theories, Social change, Social laws, Socio-
metric methods.
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The critique of Imam Mohammed ‘Abduh regarding
some of the Sufi practices of his time
Abstract

This paper presents a reading of Imam Muhammad Abduh's view about Sufism,
and his position on the Sufis who engage in practices not rooted in Islamic sources.
Such practices include veneration of tombs of saints and sheikhs, seeking their
intercession every morning and evening, and inventing other varieties of heresies and
corruptions that have been reasons for Muslim backwardness and weakness. For
example, they distinguish between truth and law, perform mawlids, and visit shrines for
worship, intercession, and blessing. They also use ambiguous terms that have had a
negative impact on the doctrine of Muslims.

Key words: Sufism, Mawlids, Truth and law, Supernatural wonders, Sainthood,
Intercession by Saints.
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The Missing Link in the Equation of Civilization from the Perspective of Japanese
Enlightenment: Achievements of Isolation and Development of Openness
Abstract

The study aspires to investigate the Japanese model of development based on the
elements of civilization - namely man, the earth and time - as portrayed by Malik bin
Nabi. It intends to examine these civilizational elements in the context of the Japanese
model, and to investigate the level of maturity of civilizational thoughts in the Japanese
experience. The study tries to answer two questions: first, are those three elements of
civilization moving towards development that is characterized more by nomadism or
towards civilized development? Second, is there a missing link within those
civilizational elements that was later the cause of Japan’s successful opening to the
West? The study concludes that the state-man relationship is the missing link in the
equation of civilization, and without this additional element, development, as portrayed
by Ibn Nabi and Ibn Khaldoun, remains homadic.

Key words: Japan, Nomadism, Civilization, Isolation, Feudalism, Openness,
Development
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