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From Rational Western Modernity to Rational Monotheistic Faith:
Towards a Connected Islamic Modernity
By Abd al-Razzaq Balagrouz
Abstract
This paper aims at highlighting the limits of the Western Modernistic Rationalism
project, and accordingly, developing a model of alternative rationalism based on
monotheistic faith that helps to actualize the Islamic modernity project. One of the
reasons for introducing this alternative project is to avoid the drawbacks of the
rationalism of Western modernity, which strips knowledge from holiness, views
rationalism only through secularism, and allows the dominance of the instrumental and
computational mind. Monotheistic rationalism, however, is based on the integration of
faith and reason in order to streamline human life, to accomplish unity of value and
interpretation in understanding nature, and to maintain integration of human cognitive
faculties.
Key words: Worldview; Rationalism; Secularism; Holiness; Modernity;
Monotheistic Faith; Revelation; Truth; Cognitive Activity; the System of Values.
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