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Modernity between Western Thought and Arab Thought:
Continuity or Disruption in the Case of Literature
By Ra’ed Okasha and Khalid Al-Jaber
Abstract
This paper addresses the problem of acculturation between Western thought and
Arab thought, as manifested in the attempt to identify with the Western experience of
modernity in general and literature in particular. This process of acculturation has
experienced a defect caused by the lack of awareness of structural and epistemological
differences between the Western and Arab-Islamic epistemologies. The experience of
Western modernity has been projected on Arab reality without awareness of the
uniqueness of both. This study reveals the pathological relationship between Arab
modernists and Arab heritage, which resulted in almost total break with that heritage,
especially in the modernists’ attempt to hastily move forward, bypassing the necessary
assimilation process, which resulted in producing language uprooted from itself and its
civilizational context.

Keywords: Modernity; Arabic Literature; Epistemology; Belonging; Cultural
Uniqueness; Heritage; Language.
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