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Islamic Economics: Archaeology of a Concept

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to explore the conditions that accompanied the use and
dissemination of the concept of economics in Arabic and Islamic literature and its
junction with the adjective «lIslamic», which has led to the concept of «Islamic
economics». The study concludes that the adoption of the concept of economics has not
been generated by Arabic and Islamic civilizational matrix, but rather the translation of
the French concept of «économie politique». This led, on the one hand, to an
epistemological break that gradually substituted the concept of economics to «ma‘ach»
adopted by the Arabic and Islamic heritage, and, on the other hand, to embed the
Islamic economic research and its contemporary applications in the mainstream
economic thinking and its hypotheses; which has limited its perspective and constrained
its teleological vision characterized by the fulfillment of the rights of God and those of
the humans.
Keywords: Islamic  Economics, concept, archeology of knowledge,
epistemological break, cognitive embeddedness.
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