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Islamic Acts of Worship between Rationalization and Ritualization:
An Usili/Theoretical Approach
Abstract

The rationalization in the Islamic acts of worship is a problematic issue, especially
since al-Shatibi has proclaimed that all Shari‘ah provisions are rationalized in terms of
what is good for people. The question that needs to be answered is: how can it be said
that acts of worship are not necessarily rationalized, and that they are based on ritual
obedience?

The article tries to approach the issue methodologically, starting from defining the
concepts, stating the different opinions on the issue, clarifying the heart of the debate,
and tracing the effects of this Usali disagreement on the fighi disagreement in a number
of worship issues. Finally, the article suggested a magqasidr approach to go around this
problematic issue.

Keywords: rationalization; ritualization; workships; habits; jurisprudence;
purposes, ijtihad.
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