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The Moroccan Writings in Foreign Languages Between Linguistic Authority
and ldentity-based Authority: A Hierarchical Reading
Abstract

The debate over literary writing in a foreign language has instigated a lot of
dichotomous points of view in Moroccan academic and cultural circles. History of
modern Morocco has witnessed strong ongoing debates about the identity of creative
writings in foreign language. There are those who would consider such writings as
cultural alienation. Contrary to that, there are those who refuse to link literary text to
language belonging, and link it instead to the collective imaginary and to the literary
product as a manifestation of this imaginary. In fact, expressing the self by using a
foreign language puts into question notions such as cultural identity, authority, nation-
building, and otherness. By applying the theory of hierarchical reading which appeared
in the post colonial studies, we have established the relationship between using French
in creative writings and La Francophonie as a colonial ideology imposed on people and
annexed spaces.

Keywords: language, identity, Moroccan writings, literary identity; foreign
languages
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Catherine, Halpern. Faut-il en finir avec [I'identité ?, scienceshumaines;

2004, no151,Auxerre, France, p 13;

1 kaufman, jean claude. I’invention de soi- une théorie de l’identité, Paris, Armond
colin,2004,cité par: Catherine Halpern, Faut-il en finir avec I'identité?, sciences
humaines; 2004, no151,Auxerre, France,p.16.
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