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The Concept of Islah in the Qur’an
Abstract

This paper has two goals: analyzing the concept of islah in the Qur’an, and
employing it (together with the cluster of concepts associated with it) as a theoretical
framework and an explanatory paradigm that may explain the sociopolitical phenomena,
and predict their future implications and outcomes.

After carefully examining the Qur’anic descriptive definitions where the term islah
and its derivatives are used, the paper proceeds to examine the associations and images
that accompany these descriptions, and to trace them to their possible bio-psychical
settings, and cosmological and social dimensions. The paper then concludes with
showing the possible outcomes and implications of islah.

Keywords: Islah Concepts, cluster of concepts, explanatory paradigm, dimensions
of Islah
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- Mohammed, Khaleel & Rippin, Andrew. (Eds.) Coming to Terms
With the Qur’an: A Volume in Honor of Professor Issa Boullata, North
Haleon, NJ: Islamic Publications International, 2008, p.3-31.
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" Merda, A. “islah”, The Encyclopedia of Islam, New edition, ,edited by
Lewis, Pellat and Schacht, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1983, vol. 11, p.141
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- Franz Adler, Operational Definitions in Sociology, The American
Journal of Sociology, vol.52, No.5 (Mar.,1947), p438-444.
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- Skinner, B.F., Beyond Freedom and Dignity, New York, 1991, p201.
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'8 Ali, Abdullah Yusuf. The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an, 17" ed.
Beltsville-Maryland, Amana Publication, 1995, p 623.
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- Merton, R. K. Social Theory and Social Structure, New York: Free
Press, 1968, 39-40.
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