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"Self"' in Igbal Literature:

Its Concept, Building Features, and Role in Cultural Advancement of the Umma
Abstract

This paper investigates the topic of "Self or Ego" in Igbal's writings: its concept,
building features, and its role in the Umma cultural advancement, through analyzing the
term khodi = self or ego. When Igbal talks about self, he means self-knowledge and
self-identification. The "self" idea is the basis of Igbal's thought, were he drew it from
the Holy Quran and Islamic Sufism. However we may find a similarity between his
thought and thoughts and ideas of German philosophers, especially his idea that all
existing things in the universe have an "ego" to care about, and human ego has a
superiority due to its innovative talents ant to factors that increase its strength. When
egos with such specifications meet, an ideal society is made up. This requires respect for
others, and the demand to deny oneself. The paper shows the ability of the ego idea to
create intellectual and epistemological integration, to help the Umman to achieve
cultural advancement and to provide wide horizons in the field of reform and
intellectual renewal.

Keywords: Muhammad Igbal, Self (ego), Self-denial, intellectual renewal,
Cultural advancement.
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