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The Development of Contemporary Theorizations of Sharia Objectives
Shawqi Al-Azhar
Abstract

This article is a critical assessment of the historical backdrop to contemporary
theorizations of the objectives of Sharia (Magasid), starting from Imam Taher Ben
Achour. The criterion of this assessment is what the article accepts as essential for the
science of the Principles of Figh (Usul al Figh) in order to apply to contemporary
challenges, i.e. the ability to go beyond the formal and fragmented approaches in
dealing with the sacred texts and the context. The paper focuses upon the most
important achievements in contemporary theorizing of Magasid from this perspective,
while also identifying the most important deficiencies for contemporary reform. The
main finding of the research is that contemporary Magqasid-related discourse, despite the
abundant literature, has not been able to shift the discipline of Magasid from
theorization of the mechanisms and methodological underpinnings to a necessary new
stage — namely, the application of Magasid theory in various fields of human activity.

Keywords: Theorization of Magqasid, Maqasid of Shariah, Principles of
Jurisprudence, Cotemporary Reformers, Actualization of Maqasid.
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