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Western Literature and the Relationship to Nihilism and Religion: What should
we Recognize®

Abstract

This study seeks to demonstrate the existence of a hidden negative feature in the
Western writings, often Arabic writings do not reveal. This feature has to do with the
absence of values, nihilism, and ultimately “declaration” of the death of God. At the
same time there is another positive feature in Western thought, hidden from us as well,
calling for a return to the embrace of values, religion, and the link to God. Western
thought has been swinging in this duality in all types of its writing ever since its
inception. The study tries to reveal this phenomenon through texts of Western writhers
themselves.

Keywords: Western writings, Nihilism, Religion, Secularism, Modernism,
Atheism.
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In a thick smoke, many creatures moving
Without direction, for no direction
Leads anywhere but round and round in that vapour without
purpose, and without principle of conduct
In flickering intervals of light and darkness;
The partial anaesthesia of suffering without feeling
And the partial observation of one's own automatism!
T.S.Eliot: The Family Reunion, pp.28.29
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I sensed my spirit piercing through the enveloping gloom. I felt it
transcend that hopeless, meaningless world, and from somewhere I
heard a victorious “Yes” in answer to my question of the existence of
an ultimate purpose.

Viktor.E.Frankl: Man's Search for Meaning, p.151.
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’ Lee, Hok Siew. Christianity and the Postmodern Turn a Critique of Postmodern
Epistemology, A thesis submitted for the degree of Master of theology, At the South
African Theological Seminary in May 2009, p. 8.
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> Priestman, Martin. Romantic Atheism Poetry And Freethought-1780-1830 Cambridge

studies in Romanticism37, Cambridge University Press, 2000, Introduction.
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