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Philosophical Independence and Renewal of Taha AbdurRahman

Abstract

This paper deals with the thought crisis in our contemporary Arab world,
specifically with the independent Arab philosophical project and the problem of
heritage and modernity in the current Arab philosophical discourse, It presents and
discusses the thought project of the Moroccan scholar Taha AbdurRahman. It also
wonders whether it is possible to produce a new Arab philosophical discourse for the
prospects of a distinctive and creative Arab Islamic philosophy.

The paper concludes that the concern with intellectual renewal has been a demand
and aim that captured the minds of many Arab intellectuals. Several factors led to this
concern; some of them are historical, trying to connect the past to the present, some are
of a political nature related to consciousness and the sense of identity and nationalism,
other factors have a civilizational nature associated with the growing deep gap between
the self and the other. The paper reveals that this project has a systematic
interrelationship, an internal cohesion and a heuristic reasoning. These qualities
highlight the value of the project in a number of areas.

Keywords: Taha AbdurRahman; Ethical critique; Islamic modernity; Creative
philosophical independence; Philosophical space; Original concepts; Epistemological
critique.
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