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Abstract

This study aims to shed light over the applications of the Resources
Description and Access (RDA) as a metadata standard, as well as focusing
on its possible relationship with the Functional Requirements for
Bibliographic Records (FRBR). Moreover, the study puts emphasis on
Machine-Readable Cataloguing 21 (MARC21), which is currently used for
entering cataloguing metadata in the Millennium™ at the UAE University
Library. The researcher conducted a comparison between RDA and the
AACR?2 concerning their efficiency and reliability on OPAC searching and
retrieval capabilities. This a comparative evaluation was aimed to justify the
experience of the technical services in using RDA as an alternative of
MARC21.

The data analysis of the study revealed that the RDA might represent an
obstacle to a sharing cataloguing among the academic library consortium
(LIWA) in the UAE, since each library adopts different cataloguing standard.
However, the no application of FRBR would affect seriously the results of
this study. In addition, the study discovered that there is a severe shortage of
professional cataloguers in the UAEU Library who practicing RDA
applications. The researcher recommends that intensive training sessions

should be held for preparing specialized staff in this cataloguing practice.
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