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Abstract

Arab Modernist and the Holy Quran:
A study of Methodology and style of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd

This article aims at investigating the theoretical and philosophical foundations of
Arab secular modernists, as represented by the Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, through
investigating the methodology and style he used in his works. The article uses the
inductive approach based on the critical reading, comparison and testing hypotheses. In
his study of the Holy Quran, the article found out that Abu Zayd uses misleading
methods, hides or denies the truth, and decontextualizes texts. The study concludes that
Arab Modernists in general did not bring anything new. There studies have been a
repetition of Orientalists’ methodology. These Orientalists in fact have described their
students from Arab modernist as those “who bring back what they have already taken
from us”.

Keywords: Arab Modernists, Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, Orientalists, Hermeneutical
reading, deconstructionism.
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