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Abstract
Unity and Diversity in the Theory of Islamic Art

Unity and diversity is a common concept in Islamic knowledge in general, and in
philosophical and critical theory in Islamic Art in particular. Therefore, this article
studies unity and diversity as values involved in Aesthetics and Symbolism in Islamic
art. The study critically analyzes the literature on this subject and its different readings
as related to vision and methodology. It concludes that unity is the origin and essence,
while diversity is the symbolic manifestation. This is a theory of unity and diversity in
Islamic art based specifically on the ‘qualitative unity’. It is a theory which revolves
around the concept of Tawhid as the epistemological essence of the Islamic art, because
this concept is the origin of the Divine beauty and sublime, and the source of their
manifestations in Nature and in human creativity, as well as the subject of human
imitation in knowledge of Art.

Keywords: Unity and diversity, Theory of Islamic Art, Aesthetics, Symbolism,
Qualitative unit, Sublime & Beauty, Tawhid.
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