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From the data presented in the aforementioned table it could
Iw seen that both the rural and urban population of the country
have continued to increase in numbers since 1882, It could be also
seen that while the rural population has been continually making
up a declining proportion of the total population (from a high of
S19: in 1882 to a low of 63% in 1960), the urban population was
to the contrary making up an increasing proportion of the same
total (from 19% in 1882 to 37% in 1960). Such a state of condi-
tions may be attributed not to a higher rate of natural population
zrowth in urban than in rural areas, but to the internal migration
of rural people to urban centres particularly during world war
periods that induced a rapid growth in both the secondary and
tertiary industries of the country.

The Farm and Non-Farm Population of Rural Egypt:

The rural population of Egypt is subdivided into farm and
non-farm groups. The farm group includes the farm managers,
farm workers, and their dependents who are living of course in
rural centres. The non-farm group includes all other individuals
who are living — once again — in rural areas.

In 1927 the rural farm population numbered 8.5 millions and
the rural non-farm population 2.3 millions (See Table No. 1 — C).

TABLE No. : 1 —C.

The Farm - Nonfarm Cumpmih't;n of the Rural Population of
Egypt During the Period : 1967 - 1947

Vi Number in Millions ?mmlnp -
Pnpil;:t:;‘m: PI:::IT:;:; Ropd |Fu::l::ilon |£mn e
1 Lo 8.5 2.3 10.8 18.5 21.5 100.0
193% . cissciiania 8.4 3.5 11.9 73.6 26.4 100.0
11 5 . 9.1 L 4.0 13.1 69.6 30.4 100.0
Source:

Haloul, Fatha-Alla, The Social Characteristics of the Rural Population, opt. cit.,
n, 22,
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and involuntary) has remained almost stable in the absolute sense
up to 1937 (6.3 millions in both 1917 and 1927, and 6.4 millions in
1937) and then increased to 8.0 millions in 1947. In relative terms
the numbers unemployed have continued to decline from 57% in
1917 to 529 in 1927, and then to 46% in 1937. In 1947 the level
of unemployment increased to 49%. This would mean that it is
almost the responsibility of every employed Egyptian to support
or feed at least two other individuals or dependents.

TABLE No. 2 — C.
The Level Of Employment In Egypt During The Period 1917 - 1947

Employed Unemployed (1) Total Human Foree
Year -
Number in oy Number in 5 Number in o/
Millions o Milliona o Millions n
19 T cicainuinas 4.9 43 6.3 57 11.0 100
192 i 5.8 48 6.3 a2 12.1 100
1937 vnernnnnsnn T.4 54 6.4 46 13.8 100
19470 000csrenenn 8.4 51 8.0 49 16.4 100
Source:

Haloul, Fatilin Alle, The Social Charactoristics of the Rural Population, op. cit., p. 73
(1) Includes both \ﬂnllmtnr}f‘;nnd involuntary vmemployment.

Rural and Urban Employment in Egypi:

When considering the level of employment in both rural and
urban areas (see Table No. 2 — D) the following facts were easily
ascertained. These facts are:

(1) A gradual and continuous upward trend in the percen-
tage of urban employment since 1927. Such an upward
trend reflects the structural growth of both the secondary
and tertiary industries. .

(2) The instability in the percentage of individuals employed
in rural areas (47% in 1927, 54% in 1837, and 50% in
1947). Such instability was partly due to the economic de-
pression that did hit the Egyptian economy in the early
thirties. It was also due to the abnormal conditions
created by the second World War.
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL INCOME

The declining relative importance of Egyptian agriculture
can be also confirmed by published estimates of net national income
(see Table No. 3 — A). It is true that the proportional contribu-
tion of agriculture to the net national income increased from 31%
in 1952-1953 to a high of 35% in 1956-1957 as a result of the
national drive for improving agricultural techniques and because
of good weather condition, but since that latter date its propor-
tional share has continued to decline until it reached a low of 30%
in 1960-1961. In comparison, it could also be seen from the same
data presented in the aforementioned table that the proportional
contribution of the group of industries known by the name of
“gecondary industries” has continued to increase from 26% in
1952-1953 to 319 in 1960-1961.

. Within agriculture itself, the data presented in table No. 3 — B
reveal that were it not for the continued growth experienced by
some sectors such as fruits, vegetables, poultry, and bees, the rela-

tive decline in the importance of agriculture would have been even
bigger.
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FOREIGN TRADE

Lastly though not least, it need not be said that the declining
relative importance of Egyptian agriculture could also be measured
by data concerning its role in the country's foreign trade. Despite
the fact that such data as those presented for example in tables
NU:- 4—A, 4—B, and 4—C are not quite conclusive about this
Pﬂlnt,_there is a general agreement among writers on the subject
that given enough time the agricultural sector will definitely show
a clearly relative decline in this regard. ;

s In conclusion then, one could say that the low demand elas-
tl(:lt}" of most foodstuffs in connection with the advantages of
specialization and the process of development will certainly end
Up with a decline in the relative importance of Egyptian
agriculture,
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TABLE No.: 4 - A.

THE TOTAL VALUE OF EGYPTIAN EXPORTS DURING THE PERIOD : 1952 - 1967
ESTIMATED ACCORDING TO PRICES FREVAILING IN 1952
(Unit s 1,000,000 LE.)

-
Av.
Sector 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 | 1952 - of
1960
1. Agriculture:
(a) Cotton and cotton products 132 126 129 | / 123 107 123 113 112 138 123 84
(b) Plant and Animal products 4 6 B 14 17 17 20 10 17 13 8
(c) Food industries......oseesesss 1 2 1 2 2 2 4 3 3 2 1
Total ...ocoiie 137 134 138 139 126 142 137 125 158 138 03
2. Industry:
(o) Chemical industries 2 [ 4 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 3
(b) Iron and steel industries ... — — 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 —
Total cooenees 2 6 5 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 3
T [ R ——— 3 3 3 2 3 3 5 6 6 4 3
4. Other Indusiries ..oicevesssmisssieene 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 <=
Grand Total ..eeee 143 144 147 146 135 151 148 137 170 147 100
R R S ST

Source:

Yoarly Boak of General Statistics for the United Arab Republic: 1952 - 1960. op. eit., p. 72
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TABLE No. : 4-C
THE BALANCE OF TRADE AND THE VOLUME OF FOREIGN TRADE FOR
THE EGYPTIAN ECONOMY DURING THE PERIOD : 1952 - 1960
{Unit : 1,000,000 Egyptian Pounds)

E:Pur‘j_ _____ | Difference in
Yrm Impaorts Domestia |  Goods | the balavce of
production imported i Totul trade
i |
PSR e 219 143 b 145 T4
B L 175 136 | 1 137 ie
{
1954, ..ccovnrnmnnre 160 137 | 1 13k 29
] I
L 1 TR S 183 137 1 138 85
2] 186 141 1 142 “
| L T e T 182 170 1 171 11
1T e 238 164 | ] 165 75.
2 L PO — 214 153 I 134 N
(71 P 225 191 1 192 43
[ |
Avernge 1952 - i
1960............ 198 152 ; 1 154 45
~ T, T e oy L
Source:

Yearly Book nfGﬂanI Sml!isticafor the United Arab Republic 1952 - 1960, op. cit..
p. 7L
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