















































































































































































































































































































































AMERICAN ECONOMIC AID TO THE MIDDLE EAST

by

M, FATHALLA KL KHLATIE

11 INTRODUCTION

Much hasg been =aid about the ceonomic aid and teehnical as-
sistance rendered by the United States of America to the deve-
loping countrics. Fxplaining the motives behind rendering this
cconomie aid. and its objectives the Director of the Office of Tnter-
national Feonomics and Social Allairs in the U5, Department ol
State said: “Following the great effort made through the Marshall
IMlan to help FKurope in the reconstruction of her cities and econo-
mies — an effort without which large parts of liurope would he
under Communist sway today — we stepped up our aid to the less
developed countries, We did so beeause it is in the American tra-
dition to help the less fortunate, and we can be proud of that, We
did it also heeause we felt that it was in the interest of our own
wcceonomic growth to create new markets for our products, agricul-
tural and industrial. and Lo secure our aceess 1o eszential raw ma-
terials we need from the less developed countries. Finally we did
it beeause we have o seeat and genuine national eoncern with the
ability of these countries o develop their cconomies through or-
derly  democratic means in the face of urgent  pressures  from
within sl the enticements of totalitariani=m o= an instrument ol
rapid — if ruthless — pmgms:_c.” 11

American ceonomic aid is not, however, a new advent in the
history of the United States. Such aid was tendered to loreign
countries since the Wirst World War. The history of American aid
includes, however. two phases: The first is that extending from the
First World War through to the inter-wars period. during which
American cconomic aid consisted mainly of loans. The sceond phas:
began during the Scecond World War when the LS. tendered aid,

(1) Waller N, Kotsching s1nternational Ald for Underdevelonped Areas™ Trans-
eript of a working Conference of Middle Hast Developmentl. Sponacred
by ‘The Middle East Institute p. 17 (Jan. 20—Feb. 1, 1858).
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