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Introduction

a.

10,

For more information on these and other interesting sites relevant to bibli-
cal studies see heep://wwwitfba.org.

The students with me thar aftemoon were Kaitlyn Cotanch, Lee Hurchin-
son, Vicki Powell, Jeff Poplin, and Mark Williams.

. In the Bible the phrase“gathering the bones” of the deceased possibly refers

to this practice of secondary burial, The Jewish practice is summarized in
the Mishnah, m. Sanhedrin 6:6:"When the flesh had decomposed they col-
lect the bones and bury them in their right place.”

. B. Zissu, S. Gibson, Y. Tabor, “Jerusalem—Ben Hinnom Valley” in

Hadashot Arkheologiyot { Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 2000), vol. 11,
PP 70~73, Figs. 138-39.

. Hershel Shanks and Ben Witherington III, The Brother of Jesus: The Dra-

matic Story & Meaning of the First Archacological Link to Jesus & His Family
{New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 2003).

- David Samuels's“Written in Stone” (New Yorker, April 12, 2004), gave many

the erroneous impression that the case was closed.

. A full regularly updated archive of marerials both pro and con on the

authenticiry of the James ossuary inscriprion can be found at herp:/ /woarw
bib-arch.org

. Her official letter is ar htrp://bib-arch.org/bswbOQossuary_yacdeni.asp.

. Their official press release is archived at: hetp://www.rom.on.ca/news/

releases/ public.php?mediakey=vhggdoszoss.

See Gibson's published account of this information based on Raf Lewis’
written affidavit in"A Lost Cause,” Biblical Archaeology Review (November/
December 2004): 55-58.
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Samuels, “Writren in Stone,” 51.

1z, It is interesring chat the initial AP headline, “JESUS" CASKET FOUND IN

13.

14.

15.

16,

1SRABL, was defensively softened to CASKETS LADBELLD JESUS, MARY AND
JOSEPH PROBABLY COINCIDENCE within 2 matter of hours. By the nime the
story filed by veteran Jerusalem Post reporter Abraham Rabinovich appeared
in USA Today on April 3, the Gannetr headline read corrFiN IN 1SRAEL 1§
NOT THAT OF JESUS' EAMILY, EXPERTS Say. The story had deflated like a
punctured rire.

L. Y. Rahmani, A Catalogue of Jewish Ossuarics in the Collections of the State of
Lrael (Jerusalem: Israel Andquities and Israel Academy of Sciences and
Humaniries, 1994). The ossuary inscribed"Jesus son of Joseph” is catalogue
No. 80,503 in the Israeli warehouse and listed as No. 704 in the Rahmam
publication.

The ossuary is catalogued as S 767 in the warchouse and appears as No.
9/Plate 2 in Rachmani. It was ‘discovered” by Eleazar Sukenik of Hebrew
Unuversiry, the hrsrt Isrzeli to idenafy the Dead Sea Scrolls. He found it in a
basement storage area of the Palestinian Archaeological Museum (today the
Rockefeller} in Jerusalem in 1926. Unfortunarely ic had no archaeological
conrext. When Sukenik published a report about the ossuary in January
1931, the news that such an inscription exsted, it being the only one ever
found until chat time, created no small scir in che world peess, pacticularly in
Europe (see L. H. Vincent, “Epitaphe prétendue de N.S. Jésus-Cbrist,” Atti
della pontificia: arademia romana di archaeelogre: Rendiconti 7 [1929-30]: 213- 39}

For some reason Baruk seems to have misidentified che first ane. Instead he
showed them a broken inscribed fragment barely six inches in diameter
thar could not have read "Jesus son of Joseph.” No such inscribed fragment
exists. The acrual 1926 ossuary with this inscription is complete and intact,
pictured clearly in the Rachmani catalogue. Had the crew beea shown this
one it would have more than suited their purposes for filming and I doubt
they would have even asked to see the second one. Baruk then brought out
the second one, discovered in 1980.

The ossuary from Talpiot with the inscription “Jude son of Jesus” is on per-
manent display in the Israel Museum for public viewing as part of an ex-
hibit showing the common use of these various Jewish names on burial

ossuaries of the time.
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17. London Sunday Times, March 31, 1996.

18. Reuters, April 2, 1996.

20.

2L

22.

. London Sunday Times, March 31, 1996. Ziass comments are all the more in-
teresting given his later skepticism about the authencicity and significance
of the so-called James ossuary” revealed to the public in 2002.

Neil Silberman, The Hidden Serolls: Christianity, Judaism, and the War for the
Dead Sea Scrolls (New York: Putnam, 1994), p. 129.

Associated Press, April 2, 1996.

Amos Kloner,"A Tomb with Inscribed Ossuaries in the East Talpiot,” Atigot
29 (1996): 15~22. Kloner writes,“The bones within these ossuaries were in
an advanced stage of disintegration” {p. 16). He says nothing abour the
human skulls that Gibson saw and put in his drawing. In a final note in
his article he says, “After the completion of the excavation, the bones were
reburied” {p. 22}, Notice that Kloner did not publish his ofhicial report uneil
1996, sixteen years after the excavarion and the same year all the public-
ity broke. He apparently was not involved in the excavation and writes
his report based on the informarion compiled by the excavator, the lare
Joseph Gach.

PART ONE: IN THBE BEGINNING WAS THB FAMILY

1. A Virgin Shall Conceive

1

. Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anna, are not named in the New Testament,
Our earliest source is the 2nd-century A.. gospel called the Protoevangelium of
James. A reliable 3rd-century Greek copy, the Bodmer papyrus, was recently
discovered. Joachim and Annz became popular figures in Catholic Jore and
their story was a favorite theme of Renaissance artists, Churches were dedi-
cared to St. Anne as early as the sth century and are common throughout the
world today. The tradition thar Mary was born in Sepphoris is much lacer,
and less reliable, first mentioned by the “Piacenza Pilgrim” in .. 570. He re-
ports being shown the house of Mary. A Crusader church was built to com-
memorate the site, but there is some evidence of Byzantine remains on the
grounds including a 3rd-century mosaie. Today the Sisters of St. Anne main-
tain 2 convent there and maintain the tradition of Mary's family.
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2. Josephus Jewish War, Book 1, trans. by H. St. J. Thackeray, Loeb Classical
Library (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Universicy Press, 1927), 386-97 and
Jewish Antiquities, Book 15, trans. by Allen Wikgren, Loeb Classical Library
{Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Universiry Press, 1943), 194-201. Subsequent
references to Josephus are to the Loeb Classical Library editions, beginning
with the book number.

3. Josephus Jewish War 7300, The destruction of the genealogies is re-
ported by Julius Africanus. See Eusebius, Church Hutory, trans. by Kirsopp
Lake, Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Universicy Press,
1984}, LALI-13.

4. See Eusebius Church History 3.12, 19. These texts will be analyzed extensively
1n subsequent chaprers.

5. Some have puc the death of Herod slighdy later but 4 s.c. is the most com-
monly accepted date.

6. Josephus Jewish Antiguities 17.271-85.

7. Varuss rule in Syria was characterized by cruelry and arrogance toward the
local population. This is the same Varus responsible for the devastaring
Roman defeat in the Teuroburger Forest, east of the Rhine, in a.p. g by the
German Arminius, changing the course of history. The Romans lost three
legions in what became known as the “Varus Disaseer” (Clades Variana).
Varus was married to the grand-niece of the emperor Auguistus and was
well connected in aristocratic Roman circles. According to the Roman hs-
torian Seutonius, when Augustus heard the news of the defear he knocked
his head against the doorpost crying out "O Quintilius Varus! Give me
back my legions!”

8. Josephus Jewish Antiquitics 17:285—98, and Jewish Wer 2.66-75.

9. Josephus Jewish Antiquities 18.27. The Greek word he uses, proschema, could
be translated in this context as“showplace”

10. In Jerusalem, just outside the Garden of Gethsemane in the Kidron
Valley, there is the Church of the Tomb. of the Virgin, sometimes
called the Church of the Assumprion. Queen Helena, mother of the
emperor Constantine, built it in A.D. 326, It supposedly has the graves
of Mary, Joseph, and Mary’s parents, Joachim and Anna. We have no
independent evidence of the deaths of Joseph and Mary’s parents in

Jerusalem.
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1l.

12.

13.

14.

15,

6.

124

The Greek verb mnesteuo means to be legally pledged vo be married. It is
the same verb used of Mary in Luke ;27 and Matthew 118. In Jewish tradi-
tion “engagement” is a type of preliminary “marriage,” bur without full
consumtmation, and sexual unfaichfulness is regarded as adultery {Sanhe-
drin s7b).

The returning o Nazareth is according to Luke 1:26. Apparently Marthew
is unaware of this tradition. He does say that the couple eventually settled
in Nazareth, bur only after the birth of Jesus (Marthew 2:23).

When Jesus returned home to Nazareth as an adult he was invited to speak
in the synagogue and his family was known by name (Luke 4:16; Matthew
13:55),

“Nazareth Village,” hrep:/ /wwwi.nazarethvillage.com.

Some Roman Catholic scholars have mainrained that Marthew's lan-
guage—“He took his wife but knew her not until she had given birth to
a son"—does not necessarily imply the couple had sexual inrercourse there-
after. They point our that the word “until” does not always indicate subse-
quent change. For example, one might say to another, “Sray sober until [
come,” without implying that one is to be drunken thereafter. The argu-
ment seems scrained and in the interest of dogmaric theology, namely the
doctrine of the Perpetual Virginity of Mary, The natural reading of both
the Greek and the English seems clear—the couple began a normal sexual
relarionship afer Jesus was born,

See Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 57b. The revered Catholic theologian
Jerome, who lived in the 4th century A.D., was so insistent that Mary never
had sexual relations that hie was willing to say she never married, knowing
that marriage within Judaism required sexual consummarion. He writes:
"Bur as we do not deny what is written, so we do reject what is not writren.
We believe that God was born of the Virgin, because we read it, That Mary
was married after she brought forth, we do not believe, because we do not
tead it" (Against Helvidius a1) in The Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, vol. 6, ed.
W. H. Freemantle, G. Lewis, and W. G. Martley (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1083), 335.

There are New Testament scholars who doubt the historical validity of
even this bare outline, particularly the story of Jesus birth in Bethlehem.
They maintain that the Bethlehem story was likely added to provide
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18.

9.

20.

21.

support for Jesus being the Messiah of the line of David, since Bethlehem
was David’s city. There 1s some indication chat the question of the location
of Jesus' birth, whether in Galilee or in Judea, becarne a point of controver-
sial discussion among Jewish groups (see John 7:40-44).

I will refer to the four New Testament gospels simply by their traditional
names: Marthew, Mark, Luke, and John, though most scholaes maintain
their actual authors are unknown to us. Accordingly, if I write that
Marthew or Mark“say” something I mean the book, not the person. A good
readable introduction to these matters is found in Bare Ehrman, The New
Testamnent: A Historscal Introduction to the Early Christian Writngs (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2004),

This is a literal translarion of the Greek, rather than the more lofty sound-
ing traditional phrasing “from the Holy Spirit” with definite artide and cap-
ital lerters. In the New Testament the term “holy spiric” is referred to
rwency-eight times with the dehnite arricle and forty-four nmes withouc.
Alchough the meaning is essentially the same, that is, a reference to God's
“holy spirit,” the use of the article, as in English, does add specificity or em-
phasis to the tetm. Accordingly, one maght expect in a passage dealing with
the soutce of Mary's pregnancy that the definite arricle would be used bur
it is not {(compare Matthew 12:32, where one finds che article}. The pracrice
of capiralizing “Holy Spirit” followed in most translations of the Bible is a
theologically based atrempt to personify the Holy Spirit as part of the
Godhead or Triniry.

All cranslacions from the Bible are my own unless otherwise indicared. I
have used italics for emphasis in certain places.

The Greek translarion of the Hebrew Bible known as the Septuagint or
LXX used the word parthenos in Isaiah 7:14. It does mean “virgin” but the
clear meaning in context is not thar a2 woman becomes pregnant without a
male but that a virgin gitl who has never had sex before becomes pregnan.
This spectal child would be born not of a woman who had already had
children, bur of one who was a vitgin when she gor pregnant. Since
Matthew wrote in Greek and is quoting Isaiah he uses the word parthenos
as well. When the Revised Standard Version of the Old Testamenr was
published in 1952 the translarors correctly used the English“young woman”
rather than the traditional “virgin” in Isaiah 7:14. The cranslarion was de-
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22.

13.

24.

25.

nounced by many fundamentalist Christians as 2 devilish communist ar-
tempt to undermine fath in the“virgin birth of Christ”

One of the most ancient, the“Apostles’ Créed,” reads as follows:"I believe in
God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, Our Lord, Who was concetved by the Holy Ghost, Born of
the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead and
buried. He descended inzo hell and on the third day He rose agamn from the
dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father
Almighty, from thence He shall come w judge the quick {living] and the
dead. [ believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy Catholic Chureh, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and che
life everlasting. Amen.’ {Traditional English transladon from the Book of
Common Prayer.)

Some early Christians did debare whether Maty remained a virgin (virgini-
tas in partu), with her hymen remaining intact even though she had bome a
child. The Protoevangelium of James (chapter 20) is our earliest source for this
idea. The text recounts how a midwife, examining Mary after che birth of
Jesus, found thar she remained physically intace through Ged’s miraculous
power. This idea never became official dogma and the opinion of most of
the ancient Christian theologians was that Mary was "virgin in terms of a
man, not virgin in terms of giving birth” { Tertullian De carne Christe 23} in
‘The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol. 3, ed. Alexander Roberts and James Donaldson
{Grand Rapids: Wm. B, Eerdrnans, 1986), 536.

In Roman Catholic teaching there are four Marian dogmas: che Immacu-
late Conceprion, the Virginal Birth (meaning Conceprion), Perpetual Vir-
ginity, and the bodily Assumption of Mary into heaven. The latter was only
made official in the zoth century when declared an infallible dogma by
Pope Pins X1I in 1950. See Catholic Encyelopedia, 2nd ed.; s.v."The Blessed
Virgin Mary” and “Feast of the Assumption.”

In 1523 Luther wrote in his crearise “That Jesus Christ Was Bomn a Jew™
“When Martthew says that Joseph did not know Mary carnally until she
had brought forth her son, it does not follow that he knew her subse-
quently; on the contrary, it means that he never did know her,” in Jaroslav
Pelikan and Helmue T. Lehmann, eds., Lathers Works, vel. 45 (Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1955}, p. 212. In his “Letter to a Roman Catholic” Wesley
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writes, ‘I believe he was born of the blessed Virgin, who, as well after as
she brought him forth, continued a pure and unspotted virgin,” in A. C,
Coulter, John Wesley (New York: Oxford University Press, 1964), p. 495.

2. A Son of David?

1. Although a few modern scholars have expressed doubt about the historic-
ity of Jesus' claim to be either a"messiah” or a descendant of David, che tra-
dition is early and widespread in all our documents, with no one even
suggesting ocherwise, The earliest texts are Romans 1:3; Mark 10:47; Acts
2:30, 13723, 15:16; 2 Timochy 2:8; Revelation 5:5, 22:16; Didache 10:6; Ignarius
Ephesians 18:2.

2. Josephus says that John Hyrcanus (reigned 135-104 5.¢.), though not a de-
scendant of David, declared himself ruler of che nation and high priest—
toles ideally intended for two “messiahs,” one priestly and the other Davidic
{Jewish Antiguities 14.14; Jewish War 1.120-23).

3. The accounts are found, respectively, in Genesis 38, Joshua 2, Ruth 3, and 2
Samuel .

4. Jechoniah or“Coniah” is known in the biblical histories as Jehoiachin {see 2
Kings 24:8-15; 2 Chronicles 36:9-10). He came to the throne at age eigh-
teen and only reigned three months, Nebuchadnezzar carried him away
captive to Babylon, He was the grandson of che famous king Josiah.

5. Jews and Christians of that time were well aware of the problem that Jere-
miah’s declaration created for thus particular branch of the royal family.
Hippolytus, a 3rd-centucy Christian, even denied thar the Jechoniah con-
demned by Jeremiah was che same one recorded in Matcthew's genealogy.
The rabbis, realizing the problem, but revering this royal lineage, speculated
that God had larer repealed the punishment since Jechoniah had repented
of his notorious wickedness in exile—a point not made by the biblical
writers {see Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 37b). Busebius of Caesarea, che
gth-century church historian, realizing the serious potential for objections
to Jesus’ qualificarions as Messiah had he come from this line, suggests chat
Lukes genealogy traces his actual bloodline (Quarstiones Evangelicae od
Stephanum 3.2).

6. The Greek verb is nomizo, referring to what is“thought” or even “assumed.”
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. There is in fact a"Mariam daughcer of Heli” menrioned in an unflatrering

way in the Jerusalem Talmud (y. Yerushalmi Hagigah 2:2). The translation
of her name is disputed and most scholars agree that this Mary, who is
punished in Gehenna by being hung by her nipples, has no connection to

the mother of Jesus.

8. Josephus Life 1.6:"Thus have I set down the genealogy of my family as I

I0.

L.

I2.

14.

have found described in the public records, and so bid adien ro those who

calumniate rne.”

. Quoted in Eusebius Church Histery 1.213~-14. Africanus specifically notes

thar the members of Jesus' clan were concentrated in Nazareth and nearby
Kokhaba. There is another Kokhaba cast of the Jordan River that some
have dentified with Africanus’ statement but it seems much more likely,
since he mennons Nazareth as well, that he has in nund the town north of
Sepphoris (Eusebius Church History 1.7.14).

The spelling of the name of the town Nazarerh from the Hebrew netzer has
now been confirmed by 2 broken marble inscription found at Caesarea in

1962, It was wnitten in Hebrew and lists the towns where families of priests

had sertled in the 4th century a.p. See M. Avi-Yonah, "A List of Priestly

Courses from Caesarea,’ Israel Exploration Journal 12 (1962): 137-39.

The Dead Sea Scolls, discovered in 1947 in caves along the Dead Sea, pre-
serve the library of an ancient Jewish sect called the Essense. They will be
discussed in some derail later. For example, 40 174, a fragment from Cave 4,
quotes 2 Samuel 7:14, the promise made to Dawvid, and says of the future
king, “He is the Branch of David . . . who shall arrive at the end of time”’
Unless otherwise indicated, translations of the Dead Sea Scrolls are taken
from Geza Vermes, The Complete Dead Sea Scrolls in English (New York:
Penguin, 1997).

See Acts 24:5, where the term first occurs,

. See Dead Sea Scrolls Damaseus Document 7:18-21; War Rale (1 QM) m6-7.

This designation for the Messiah was based on a prophecy in Numbers
24:17 abour a “star” and a"scepter” arising in Israel. Revelation 22:16 desig-
nates Jesus as “the descendant of David, the bright morning star” clearly
linking the two rerms.

These proud family members called themselves desposynor, which means
“belonging to the Master”
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15. Compare Mark 2:14 with Matthew 9:9. Matthew and Levt are the same
person.

16. The clearest statement is in the Dead Sea Scrolls Community Ruie (1QS*
gio-~1z: "Bur they shall be ruled by the primirive precepts in which the
men of the Communiry were first instructed unel there shall come the
Propher and the Messiahs of Aaron and of Israel.” See also the Damtascus
Dotument Bac,

17. As early as Genests 3:15 we read of the “seed” of the woman Eve. Levinicus
22 speaks of a woman “sceding,” (RSV has “conceived™) wich the verb in
the ferminine gender.

18. Compare Galatians 4:4 where Paul describes Jesus as “bomn of 2 woman,”
with Romans 1:3 where he asserts thar he 15"the seed of David” according to
the Hesh.

3. An Unnawmed Father af]esus?

i. The degree to which a literal interpretation might be taken is best illus-
trated by the claim of the late amarteur archaeologist Ron Wyatt to have
located the true site of the crucifixion, to have recovered some of the
dried blood of Jesus, and to have demonstrared by a lab test that Jesus had
no father. According to Wyarr the cells conrained only 24 chromosomes. -
22 autosomal, one X, and one Y chromosome—rather than the normal 46
{http:/ /wrww.wyattarchaeology.com/ark.htm). An anthropology colleague
of mine pomted out char although such an idea is a biological absurdiry, if
one still wants to imagine it possible the individual would be the most
physically deformed creature in.che history of the planer—having just half
the normal chromosomes needed for normal development.

2. For textual examples with some short notes see my academic Web site:
huep:/ /www.religiousstudies.uncc.edu/jdrabor/ divinehtml.

3. Jews were not immune to such ideas, though Jewish texts thar relate such
stoties invariably affirm that the child, though conceived supernaturally, or
divinely announced, was the offspring of the husband. Most typically a
woman who had nor been able to bear children was told she would and her
husband had some type of confirming dream. For example, there is a text in
the Dead Sea Scrolls where Lamech, the father of Noah, suspected his wife
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had become pregnant through an angel, bur was then convinced by her that
he was indeed the father (Gemesis Apocryphon 3).

4. Plutarch, Life of Alexander, 2-3, Loeb Classical Library, vol. 7, trans. by

1I.

Bernadewte Perrin (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1919,
reprint 1999).

. Translarion is my own. The term"whore” (porne} in this context is a term of

slander for one guilry of sexual immorality or unfaithfulness.

. Origen, Agamnst Gelsus 1.69. In Celsus on the True Doctrine, trans. by R. Joseph

Hoffmann (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1587). The Christian philoso-
pher Origen wrote a refutation of Celsus’ work tied Agasmst Celsus around
about the year a.D. 248. In addressing the charges that Celsus makes, Origen

quotes long sections of the earlier work, thus preserving it for us.

. Sikhnin is a few miles from Kokhaba, one of the main centers where mem-

bees of the royal family lived. It is possible the tomb of Jacob has been
found in modern Sakhnin and there is also a tradition that he was mar-
tyred at Nazareth,

. There are various spellings of the same name: Pantira, Pandera, Pantid,

Panteri, The story occurs three times in rabbinic literacure but the earliest
account is found in the Palestinian Tosephta t. Hullin 2.24. The other ver-
sions are in the Babylontan Talmud (b. Avedah Zarah 16b-17a) and the
Midrash (Ecclesiastes Rabba 1:8:1).

. Palestinian Tosephta £. Hullin 2.22-23. A version is also found in Babylon-

ian Talmud b. Avedah Zarah 27b. A somewhar similar healing story is found
in Jerusalem Talmud y. Shabbat rad.

. The"son of Pantera/Pandera” rexts become quite confused and garbled in

later Jewish polemical materials. Jesus gets confused with another figure
known as “ben Srada” who liwed in the previous century. Origen answers
Celsus by claiming that Jesus had a grandfather named "Panther.” The leg-
endary medieval text known as Toldoth Yeshu, which exists in many versions,
completely switches things around. I opens with a stoty in which Miriam,
mother of Jesus, is engaged to a man of the house of David named Yohanan
or John. Across from her house lived 1 handsome Roman soldier named
Yosef/Joseph, son of Pandera, who seduced her. So Joseph becomes the
paramour and not the fiancée.

Epiphanius Panarion (Adv. Haer.} 78.2.5 (PG 42:708D).
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I5.

16.

17.

. John of Damascus On the Orthodox Faith 4.14 (PG 94:1156-57).

. Adolf Deissmann, “Der Name Panthera,” Orientalische Studien Theodor
Noldeke gewadmet (Giessen, Germany: A. Tépelmann, 1906), pp. 871-75.

. The Latin text reads:"Tib. Iul. Abdes. Pantera, Stdonia. ann. LXII stipen.

XXXX. miles. exs. coh I sagitarriorum. h.s.e.” (Corpus Iuseriptionum Lati-

narum X111 7514).

Unal tecentdy Bad Kreuznach was headquarrers to the U.S. Army 1st

Armored Division. This imparrant base was closed in December 2001.

The slight difference in spelling is insignificant and common with Greek

names taken by Semites. On this discovery see Corpus Inscriptionum Ju-

dacarum 1211

Cornelius is 2 prime example. See Acts 10:1-2, where he is described as“a

devout man who feared God with all his household, gave chariry to the

people, and prayed continually to God.”

4. Children of a Different Father

Epiphanius Pararion 78.8~9, and compare Gospel of Philip 59:6-1 with Proto-

evangelium of James 19-20.

. See his instrucrion in 1 Corinthians 7.

. The :dea of Mary’s perpetual virginiry was affirmed at the 2nd Council
of Constantinople in A.D. 553 and the Lateran Council in 649. Although
it is a firmly established part of Catholic dogma it has nonetheless never
been the subject of an infallible declaration by the Roman Catholic
Church.

. This is called the Helvidian view, after Helvidius, a 4th-century Christian
writer whom Jerome seeks to refute. Busebins, the early 4th-century church
histarian, regularly quotes eatly sources and refers himself to the brothers
of Jesus“after the flesh,” surely understanding them as children of Mary and
Joseph. See Eusebius Church History 2.23; 3.19.

. This is called the Hieronymian view in honor of Jerome (Busebius Hi-
eronymaus, not to be confused with Eusebius of Caesarea), the sth-century
Christian theologian who was its champion.

. This is called the Epiphanian view in honor of Epiphanius. It occurs as

eatly as the and-century Protoevangelium of James.
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7. Luke has one later story with Joseph, when Jesus was twelve yeacs ald and
was left behind after a Passover feast at the temple. This account does men-
tion his father and his mother but most historians question its historical
validiry. It appears to be modeled closely on typical stories of the ome about
a precocious child amazing the wise men of his sociery. (See Luke 2:41-51;
compare Josephus Life 7-8.)

8. The term Levirate comes from the Latin levir (*husband’s brother”). Jewish
authotities differ as to whether the Torah has in mind a deceased brother
who is childless or one who specifically lacks a male heir (Jewish Encyelope-
dia, 5.v. “Levirate Marriage”). The practical applicarion of this law within
Judaism ac various points in history is long and eomplex (Encyclopaedia
Judasca, s.v."Levirate Marriage and Halizah").

9. This is from the znd-century writer Hegesippus, who preserves for us
some of the most valuable early tradicions abou the Jesus family (Eusebius
Church History 3.11).

10. See Mark 3:18 and 15:40.
11, There is a Cleopas mentioned in Luke 24:18 but he does not appear to be

the same person and the names in Greek are different.

PART TWO: GROWING UP JEWISH IN GALILER
5. The Lost Years

1. Escablishing the basic dates related to a chronology of the birth, life, and
death of Jesus is difficult and historians conrinue to debatc various
schemes, See the Timeline on page 291. One major modern breakthrongh
has been the use of computer prograrns to instantly reconstruct any date in
history based on ancient calendars and astronomical data. I have used such
a program exrensively, particularly in recounting the chronology, day by day,
of the final week of Jesus' life. I have pur the birth of Jesus in the fall of 5
B.C. and his death at age thirty-three in April of a.p. 30. Following the
gospel of John, I assume 2 three-and-a-half-year preaching career of Jesus
from his baptism by John in the fall of A.p. 26, when he was"about thirty”
to his death ar age thirty-three in April, A.D. 30. There are difficulties and
objections with all the major schemes that have been proposed but I find

- 445 -



this one the most convincing. For a detailed treatment of the various pro-
posals see Jack Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology, rev. ed. (Peabody,
Mass.: Hendrickson, 1998), and for my own proposal in general see John A.
'T. Robinson, The Priority of Jobn (London: SCM Press, 1985), 123-57, on the
“Chronology of the Ministry.”

2. Origen Agamnst Celsus 1.65.

3. See: hrtp:/ fwww.salagramunet/JesusLivedInIndia html and Maury Lee,
Jesus of India (Philadelphia: Xlibris, 2000). See also Paul Perry, Jesus m
India: Discovering the Secrets of Jesus' Childhood Years (New York: Ballantine
Books, 2003).

4. See hrtp:/ /wurw.whyprophets.com/prophets/arimtheahtm and E. Ray-
mond Capt, Traditions of Glastonbury ( Thousand Oaks, Calif: Artisan, 1983).
William Blake's famous lines perhaps refer o this popular legend:

And did those feet 1 ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?
And was the Holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?

“JERUSALEM,” 1804

5. Protacvangelium of James 9:3.

6. It is difficult to translate ancient monetary values into modern equivalents
because of the differences berween ancient and modetn economies and
prices. Four Roman sesterces equaled one Roman denarius or Greek
drachma. That was one quarter of a Jewish shekel. The stipend for a freed
slave was 1,000 sesterces a year. A common Roman soldier earned abour
the same but living expenses were paid also for army service. To be 2 mem-
ber of the Roman Senate one had to have minimum capital of 1,000,000
sesterces. This was also the annual salary of a Roman governor of a major
province, See Richard Duncan-Jones, The Economy of the Roman Empire:
Quantitative Stedies, and ed. (Cambridge, England: Cambridge University
Press, 1982).

7. Vita Sophocles 1.
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6. ARingdom of This World

1. Josephus Jewish War 1148-53; Astiquties 14.66.

2. Josephus Jewish Wor 1.659-63; Anuguities 17174, 179.

3. Josephus Jewish War 1.656.

4. Josephus Jewish War 1.649-50.

5. Josephus Jewish War 2.55-65; Antiquities 17.271-85.

6. Josephus Antiquities 20.102.

7. Josephus Antiguities 17.319.

8.

See John 6:1; 21:1.

7. The Religion of jesus the Jew

1. Josephus Jewish War 6.423-26.

2.

The Mishnah 15 the oldest compilation of Jewish discussion of the laws of
the Torah put together by the Rabb: Judah the Prince around A.b. 200 in
Sepphoris. Until it was written down the traditions and sayings circulated
orally. Although written in the 3rd century a.p. some of the matenal goes

back to the ame of Jesus.

3. This was commanded in Numbets 15:37-40. Compare Matchew 23:5.

. These complex issues are thoroughly examined in the masterful work by

Louis H. Feldman, Jew and Genttle in the Ancient World (Princeton: Prince-
ton Universicy Press, 1993).

. His main description is in Jewish War 2.119—66; he offers a recap in his later

work Antiquities 18.11—25.

. See Acts 15:5; 21:20.

PART THREE: A GREAT REVIVAL AND
A GATHERING STORM

8. Hearing the Voice

1. As explained previously in my reconstruction of events, I am using a

chronology thar dares the birth of Jesus in the fall of 5 8.c. and his death ar
age thirty-three in April of a.p. 30. Following the gospel of John, I accept a
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three-and-a-half-year preaching career of Jesus from his baptism by John in
the fall of a.D. 26, when he was“2bout thirty, to his death at age thirty-three
in April, a.p. 30. The precise placement of events reported in both the
Synoptic gospels and John, within that three-and-a-half-year span, reflects
my best judgment based on various chronological markers such as the age of
Jesus at his baptism, the arrest of John, the Jewish festivals that John notes,
and other indicarors, According to Luke 1:36, John was born six months be-
fore Jesus. Shortly before Elizabeth’s pregnancy, John's father, Zechariah, was
serving as a priest in Jerusalem, The priests ived throughour the country
but they were divided into twenty-four divisions or orders according to their
ancestral families. Each division served for a week two times a year on a ro-
tating cycle of dury that began in the spring each year. Zechariah was of the
‘course of Abijah,” the exghth diviston, which pur his week of service some-
time in May, a.p. 6 (Luke 1:5). If Elizabeth became pregnant in June of that
year, then John would have been born in late February or early March, 5 8.c.
Mary then got pregnant six months after, probably in December, 6 n.c., and
Jesus would have been born in lare August or early September, 5 8.c,

. Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 224, 24: 14, 22; James §:20; 2 Peter 2115

. Josephus Antigu:ties 18.16-19.

. Dead Sea Scrolls Community Rule (10S) B.13-14 and 9.19- ze.

. John 3:23-24.

. F. C. Burkitt, published an English transfatien of this ancient Syriac rext of

Marthew 1n 1904 that is out of print but in the public domain and available
on the Web {hrrp:www.trends.ca/~yuku/bbl/aramat L.hrm}.

. See Shimon Gibson, The Cave of John the Baptist (New York: Doubleday,

2004).

. Shimon Gibson and James D. Tabor, "John the Bapasc’s Cave: The Casc in

Favor,” Biblical Archacology Review (May/June, 2005): 36-41, 58. There is a
lecrure available on a DVD tided "Just Dug Up” by James D. Tabor, " The
John the Baptist Cave’ at Suba: What Are the Facts?” through the Biblical
Archaeology Society (www.bib-arch.org}.

. The Gaspel of the Ebiomites as quoted by the 4th-century Christian writer

Epiphanius. The Greek word for locusts (whr:s} is very similar to the Greek
word for “honey cake” (eghris) that is used for the "manna” that che Israelites
ate in the desert in the days of Moses (Exodus 16:31).
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10. Compare Matthew 11:18-15 and Luke 7:33~34. See also Romans 1414, 21,
where Paul characterizes one who follows such an asceric diet as “weak in
faith”

1. There is an Old Russian (Slavic) version of Josephuss Antiquities that de-
scribes John the Baptizer as living on “roots and fruits of the tre¢” and in-
sists chat he never touches bread, even at Passover.

12. The Q hypothesis, often referred to as the “two source” hypothesis (Mark
and QQ being the two sources), was first expounded in 1838 by C. H. Weisse.

13. For a reconstruction of Q see www.religiousstudies.unec.edu/jdrabor/
Qluke.html.

14. George Howard, Hebrew Gospel of Matthew (Macon, Ga.: Mercer University
Press, 1995). The Hebtew text of Marthew is embedded in a 14th-century
Jewish crearise titled Even Bohan, written by Shem-Tob Ibn Shaprut of
Aragon, Howard has persuasively shown thar this version of Marthew, pre-
served in Jewish rabbinic circles, is not a translarion of the Greek Matthew
contained in our New Testaments. It preserves independent, and I would

argue, more authentic readings in a number of crucial places.

9. A Crucial Missing Year

L See John A. T. Robinson, The Priority of John {London: SCM Press, 1985).

2. Josephus Jewish War 6.312.

3. Dead Sea Scrolls 1:QMelch (11Q13).

4. Testament of the Twelve Parriarchs Testament of Simon 7.2.

5. Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs Testament of Judab 21a-2.

6. Jubilees 31.

7. See Martin Abegg |r., Peter Flint, and Eugene Ultich, The Dead Sea Scrolls
Bible (New York: HarperSanFrancisco, 1999), p. 477.

8. Dead Sea Serolls Testament of Levt (4Q541).

9. When Jesus finds it necessary to retreat back to Galilee it is “four months
until che harvest” This would be sometime around February of a.p. 28
since the “harvest” began in June with the fesrival of Pentecost or Shavuot.
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10.Ushering in the Kingdom

L.

2.

Josephus Jewish War 2.170-77.
Psalms of Solomon 17, in R. H. Charles, ed., The Apocrypha and Pscudepigrapha
of the Old Testament, vol. 2 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), pp. 647-48.

. Daniel 7.
. T have developed this poinr more fully in a published arricle, now available

on the Web: hetp://www.religiousstudies.unce.edu/jdeabor/RUthel . html.

5. Isaiah 48:15~16.

10.
1I.

12,

13.

4.

15,

. See the rematkable documentation in Michael Wise, The First Messiah:

Investigating the Savior Before Christ (New Yock: HarperSanFrancisco, 1999).

. See Luke 13:16 and 8:2.
. Dead Sea Scrolls Community Rule (10S) 8.1.
- Josephus Antiquities; 1.131~33.

Possibly the Nathanael of John 1:45.

Also called Levi in Mark 2:14.

He was also known by the nickname “Thaddeus” or “Lebbaeus,” meaning
“great of heart!

There are four lists of the Twelve in the New Testament: Matk 3:16-1¢;
Marthew 10:2~4; Luke 6:14-16; and Acts 113, 26.

In Mark 3:31~35, when Jesus hears his mother and brothers are outside
Peter’s house in Capernanm and cannot get in because of the crowds, Jesus
says, “Who is my mother and my brothers?—whoever does the will of
God” What he is saying implies no rejection of huis narural family, but
tather an inclusion of all others who would follow God's will. The incident
takes place in Capernaum. They are living in the house wich him as pare of
the inner circle. By telling the crowds who were blocking his own family
from entering the bouse, that they too were part of his family, he is showing
no dishanor ta Mary or his brothers. The other passage similarly cited is
Mark 3:21, where those “by him” try to take him away from the crowds, very
possibly to protect him.

The Hebrew expression occurs many times in the Bible where it refers sim-
ply to a“mortal” or a"human” being (e.g., Jeremiah 49:18; Exekiel 2:1).
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PART FOUR: ENTERING THE LION’S DEN
11.Herod Strikes

1. Dead Sea Scrolls 40521,

2. Josephus Antiquities 18.119.

3. hop:/ /wwwjewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/ Archaeclogy/boat.html.

4. Dead Sea Scrolls Damascus Document (CD) col. 19. This copy“B” was found
in Egypt in 1897 among some ancient discarded manuscripts, It has now
been linked to the Dead Sea Scrolls found at Qumran with copies of the
same text found in Cave 4.

5. The Hebrew word Sheol refers to the grave or the realm of the dead. It is
similar to the Greek tertn Hades. It was metaphorically picrured as having
gates or bars.

6. Psalm 118:10, 17-18, 22,

7. Dead Sea Scrolls Tharksgiving Hymns 2.21-24.

8. I base this rough estimate on the inner core group of the Twelve and associ-
ates, which likely numbered around twenty or so, and seventy or more
‘others that had become his official delegates as well. Luke roughly confirms
the number by stating that Jesus followers who gathered in Jerusalem after
his death numbered about 120 (Acts ra1s).

9. See Ezekiel 4:5-6.

12.Last Days i Jerusalem

1. Mark knows a tradirion thar Jesus went “beyond the Jordan” but he appar-
ently has no details and simply mentions it in passing, as part of his narra-
tive of Jesus“on the road, going up to Jerusalem” (Mark 101, 32).

2. John 10:22. Using an astronomical compurer program we can determine
any dare in recorded history within a precision range of seconds using
any number of ancient calendar systems—Egyptian, Hebrew, Olympiad,
Roman, et al. In the year A.p. 29 the festival of Hanukah began at sundown
on December 16, 2 Sunday, and continued for eight days.

3. The precise dates on both the Jewish and Gregorian calendars are arrived
at through computer calculations.

4. Mishnah Bekhoroth 8.7.
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5. Mishnah Shekalim 1.3,

6.
7

10.

1.

12,
3.
14.

15.

Josephus Jewish War 6.423-27.

The assumption that this area was an“Essene quarter” of Jerusalem seems
unlikely. There is a "Gate of the Essenes” mentioned by Josephus, at che
southern slope of this western hill, bur the name does not indicate that Es-
senes entered the city at this point. This opulent area near Herod's palace
would be the last place they would wish to go. The ancient names of the
gates in Jerusalem always indicate whar is outside, not inside. For example,
the "“Damascus Gate” is the gate one exits to go o Damascus, the “Jaffa
Gate” in the same way leads to Jaffa. Accordingly, the “Essene Gate” would
indicare that groups of Essenes had their camps outside that area, down in

the western end of the valley of Hinnom,

. See John A. T. Robinson, The Priority of John (London: SCM Press, 1985):

Pp-147-56.

. Dead Sea Scrolls Thanksgiving Hymns 9.23~24.

Dead Sea Scrolls The Messianic Rule (1084) 2.11-25.

The Demotic Magical Papyrus of London and Leiden 15.1-6, in The Greek Magi-
cal Papyrt in Translation, Including the Demotic Spells, ed. Hans Dieter Berz
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1968).

Papyri graecae magicae 7.643H.

Didache is pronounced did-a-kay.

Didache 9:1-3, in Bart Ehrman, trans., The Apostolic Fathers, Loeb Classical Li-
braty 24, vol. 1 (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard Universicy Press, 2003), p. 431
Quoted by Jecome, On Famous Men 2.

13.The King Is Dead

I

The termn used in Greek {speiran) normally refers to a cohore that at full
strength was 600 men. The word could be used for a smaller ‘detachment;”

but by any measure would have numbered 200 or more.

2. Josephus Antiquities 20.199. This is further confirmed in Acts 5:17.

. Babylonian Talmud Peschim s7a; Tosephta Menahot 13:21.
. This magnificent discovery is part of the Wohl Archaeological Museurm, It

is described with extensive phatos and diagrams in N. Avigad's book The
Herodian Quarter in Jerusalem ( Jerusalem: Keter, 1989).
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5. Christian pilgrims traditionally venerate two sites s the site of the *house
of Caiaphas.” The most popular is the Roman Catholic church St. Peter in
Gallicantu {St. Peter at the Crowing of the Cock) on the eastern slope of
Mount Zion. The Armenians have an alternative site on the summit of
Mount Zion near the Dormition Abbey.

6. Philo Embassy to Gaius 37.301—03, in Phils, vol. 10, trans. E H. Colson, Loeb
Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1962).

7. Josephus Jewuh War 7.203.

8. Deuteronomy 21:22-23.

14.Dead but Twice Buried

1. Marthew’s assertion that Joseph of Arimachea placed Jesus in“his own new
tomb that he had hewn out of the rock” is an editorial addition apparendly
lacking any historical basis. We know that Matthew's only source on Jesus’
death and burial was the gospel of Mark. Since Mark says nothing about
Joseph awning the tomb, and Luke, who also uses Mark as a source, lacks
such claim, it is clear that Marthew added this connection, probably for
theological teasons. Decades after Jesus' death, when Matthew wrote his
gospel, the Christians were keen to prove that Jesus was the “suffering ser-
vant” figure of Tsatah 53. One of the things Isaiah says about this figure is
thar"they made his grave with the wicked, and with a rich one in his death®
(Isaiah 53:9). Apparently Matthew picked up on this idea of a “rich man”
and wanted to appropriate Joseph of Arimathea as a way of showing that
Jesus fulfilled prophecy. It is a characteristic of Matthew's editing of his
sources to try and insert flbllments of prophecy in Jesus' life. He does chis
dozens of times. Marthew is apparently so eager to draw upon this quota-
tion from Isaiah 53:9 that he seems to overlook the fact that this texr, if ap-
plied ro Joseph of Arimathea, would characrerize him as not only “rich” but
also*wicked."

2. Josephus often mentions this tomb, just north of the old city wall, as a
landmark (Jewish War 5.259, 304, 356; 6.169). Hadrian later built a temple to
Venus on the sire.

3. This was originally based on Joshuz 3:4-6, which wamed the people t stay
ac least rwo thousand cubits from the Ark of the Covenant so as not to
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10.

1.

12,

defile its holiness. In the days of a permanent Temple the same basic dis-
rance was applied ro the Temple grounds.

The rabbinic sources uniformly interprer this expression from the Torah,
“outside the camp,” as a technical reference to a distance at least two thou-
sand cubits east of the Temple (see Babylonian Talmud Yoma 682; Mishnah
Sanhedrin 5:1).

. Tosephta Baba Bathra 1:2 says that around Jerusalem only the tombs of

David and seme of the ancients were left, out of respect, but the bones of
others were transported and reburied outside the area of sancory. Some of
the most spectacular tombs of the st cencury, such as those of Queen He-
lena and the High Priest Annas are located well outside this perimerer.
The 1st-century ‘tombs of the Sanhedria” are alse more than a mile north of
the aty.

The Bordeaux Pilgrim who toured the Holy Land in a.p. 333 writes of the
monticulus or “hillock” made of bedrock at the top of the Mount of Olives
{(Bordeaux Pilgrim 595.4-596.1). See www.christusrex.org for an itinerary of
this early visitor to the Holy Land.

. In the 20th century this theoty has been revived in many popular books in-

cduding Michael Baigent, Richard Leigh, and Henry Lincoln, Holy Bload,
Holy Grail (New York: Dell, 1982).

. Hugh Schonfield, The Passover Plot (New York: Bernard Geis, 1965).
. The Islamic Ahmadiyya Movement has most recently promoted this

theory. Its founder, Ghulam Ahmad, who died in 1908, authored the book
Jesus in India, now available in English (Islam Internarional Publications,
1989). There is a2 Web site: (hetp://www.geocities.com/Athens/Delphi/
1340/jesus_in_india.htm) that offers a summary of chis view:

The idea was first popularized by Baigent, et al, in Holy Blood, Holy
Grail bur has received new worldwide artention as the subject of the best-
selling novel by Dan Brown, The Da Vinci Code (New York: Doubleday,
2003).

Donovan Joyce, The Jesus Seroll (New York: Dial Press, 1972).

This added ending does not appear in our two oldest manuscripts,
Sinajticus and Vaticanus, dating to the early 4th century a.p, It is also ab-
sent from about one hundred Armenian manuscripts, the Old Larin ver-

sion, and the Sinaitic Syriac. Even copies of Mark that contain the ending
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13.

14.
15.
16.

17,

often include notes from the scribe pointing our that it is not in the old-
est manuscripts.

The King James Version, translated in 1611 before some of the more ancient
manuscripts came to light, included the lacer ending and thac is how it be-
came 50 well known and well regarded in the English-speaking world. The
most popular modern rranslation today, the New Internarional Version, in-
cludes the later ending, bur with a separating line afrer Mark 16:8 and a
note that tells the reader: “The most reliable eady manuscripts and other
ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20" This practice is followed by
most of the other translarions. The later ending is printed, but with a note
inditating thar it might not be genuine.

Terrullian De Spectaculis 30.

Book of the Resurrection of Christ by Bartholomew. the Apostle 1.6-7.

All these sites are discussed and evaluared in Jack Finegan, The Archaeology
of the New Testament: The Life of Jesus and the Beginning of the Early Church, rev.
ed. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1992), pp. 335~89.

Some scholars identify chese symbols as Christian while others deny they
are of any religious significance. See the discussion in Finegan, Archaeology
of the New Testament, pp. 359-75.

PART FIVE: WAITING FOR THE SON OF MAN

15.Go to James the Just

I.

T accepr here the so-called “South Galarian” theory that dates Paul's letrer
co the Galatians around A.b. 50. His conversion experience would have
accordingly been around the year a.p. 36 (the “fourteen years” carlier
mentioned in Galarians 2:1), which fits with evidence we have from the
Ascents of James that puts Paul’s conversion atound seven years after Jesus’
crucifixion.

Dead Sea Scrolls Community Rele Col. 8.

. See Aces 3u-11; 4213-19; 8114
. The 2nd-century s.c. book of Jubilees 7:20-33 enumerates a list of ethical re-

quirements for non-Jews very similar ro thar of James. The rabbis larer
summarize what they called the “Laws of Noah” under seven headings,
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10,
. "Diadexomai,”in A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early

12.

13.

forbidding idolatry, sexual immorality, eating blood, injustice, stealing, mur-
der, and blasphemy (Tosephta Avoda Zara 8.4).

. See the innovarive and insightful work of April D. DeConick in Thomasine

Traditions in Antiquity: The Social and Cultural World of the Gospel of Thomas,
edited by April D. DeConick, Jon Asgeirsson, and Risto Uro, Nag Ham-
madi and Manichaean Srudies Series (Letden: E. ]. Brill, 2005); Recovering
the Original Gospel of Thomas: A History of the Gospel and Its Growth, Supple-
ments to the Journal of the Study of the New Testament 286 (London: T. & T.
Clark, 2005); and The Original Gospel of Thomas in Translation: A Commentary
and New English Translation of the Complete Gospel, Supplements to the Journal
of the Study of the New Testament (London: T. & T. Clark, 2006).

. This idea is found often in ancient Jewish sources (e.g., 2 Baruch 15:7).
. Quoted in Eusebius Church History 2.1.3.

. Quoted in Eusebius Church History 2.1.4.

. Busebins Church History 2.1.2.

Eusebius Church History 2.23.4.

Christian Literature, 3rd edition-BDAG, ed. by Frederick W. Danker (Chi-
cago: University of Chiecago Press, 1979), p. 227.

Robert E. Van Voorst, The Ascents of James: History and Theology of @ Jewish-
Christian Community, SBL Dissertation Series 2 (Atlanta: Scholars Press,
1989). Van Voorst has isolared this source from Recognitions 1.33—71 and
demonstrated its antiquity.

Syriac Recognitions 1.43.3.

16. The Challenge of Paul

1.

Moo R e

The Greek term neaneas or “poung man,” used in Acts 7:58 ro deseribe Paul
around the year A.D. 35, usually refers to someone at least under forry.

. Jerome De Virus Illustribus (PL 23, 646).
. 1 Corinthians g:1; 15:8.

2 Corinthians 12:9; r Thessalonians 4:15; 1t Corinthians 11:23.

. Galacans 1216,
. Colossians 1:15,
. Colossians 1:16.
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10.
II1.
12.
1.
14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

19
20.

2L

17.

L.

2.

3.

5.

. Philippians 2:7-8; Galatians 4:4.
. Romans 4:24~25; Romans 8:31-34; Philippians 3:20-21.

Romans 3:23~25.

1 Corinthians 11:23-30, Paul says he received this ceemony “from the Lord,”
1 Corinthians 15:51-54; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18,

1 Corinthians 6:2~3.

There is a vast collection of such texts, some of which predate Paul, that
scholars refer to loosely as the Pseudepigrapha {see James H. Charles-
worth, The Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, 2 vols. [New York: Double-
day, 1983-85]). The writings of Philo, the 1st-century Jewish philosopher,
have more in common with Plato than with the thought wotld of the
Hebrew Bible, though Philo claims ro be faithfully expounding “Judaism.”
‘The Dead Sea Scrolls reflect an extraordinary interest in the heavenly world,
Romans 16:25.

He refers to sayings of Jesus only twice in all his leeters (1 Corinthians
7:10-11 and gu4).

Galarans 3:19~20.

Galanans 4:8-11; compare Colossians 2:16-23.

Galatans 4:24-31.

Galarfans 3:28; 2 Corinthians 517,

Eusebius Church History 2.25.5.

The Legacy of the Jesus Dynasty

See Bruce Merzger, The Text of the New Testament (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1987}, pp. 191-201.

Eusebius Church History 2.23.24~25.

See Peter H. Davids, “Palestinian Traditions in the Epistle of James,” in
James the Just and Christian Origins, ed. Bruce Chileon and Craig A. Evans
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1999}, pp. 33-57.

- For a restored copy of the Q source see http://wwwureligiousstudies

.uncc.edu/jdrabor/Qluke.heml.

See Alan Wikgren, Luther And New Testament Apocrypha, "in A Tribute
to Arthur Voabus: Studies in Early Christian Literature, ed. R. H. Fisher (Chi-
cago: University of Chicago Press, 1977), 379-90.

-457 -



6. See David Capes, Old Testament Yahweb Texts in Pauls Christology, Wis-

I8,

[

- T - L

 1+]

II

senschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament 2, 47 (Tiibingen:
J. C. B. Mohz/Paul Siebeck, 1992).

. Several English translarions are in the public domain and are available on
the Web ar http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/didache.heml. I have
used here the new translation by Bart Ehrman, The Apostolic Fathers, Loeb
Classical Libraty 24, vol. 1 (Cambndge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,
2003), pp- 417~43. The Loeb edition has a critical Greek text on facing
pages with the English translarion.

The Bnd of the Age

. Josephus, Antiquities 20.200-1. The parenthenical addirion “called Christ” is
likely a later Christian interpolation.

. Busebius Church History 2.23.20,

. Origen wrote:"Now this writer [ Josephus], although not believing in Jesus
as the Christ, in seeking after the cause of the fall of Jerusalem and the
destruction of the Temple ... says that these disasters happened to the
Jews as a punishment for the death of James the Just, who was a brother of
Jesus called Christ, the Jews having put ltim 1o death, although he was a
man most distinguished for his justice” (Against Celsus 1.47}. It is unlikely
that Origen would have created this passage in arguing with his sharp-
witted and educated critic Celsus. It is more likely that Josephus’s accoune
was removed at some point from rhe later manuseripts of Josephus thac
have survived.

. Eusebius Church History 2.23.

. Epiphanius Panarion 29.4.1-4.

. Eusebius Chureh History 3.11.1.

. Busebius Church History 2.25.5.

. Busebius Church History 4.5.3—4; Epiphanius, Panarien 66.21-22.

. The case for such an interpretation was first made by Richard Bauckham
in his brilliant and groundbreaking scudy, Jude and the Relatives of Jesus in the
Early Chureh (Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1990), pp. 71~78.

. Busebius Church Hustory 3.31.2—3 gaves the.sources.

. ‘Tacirus Annales 15.4.
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1Z.

Louis Feldman, “Financing the Colosseum,” Biblical Archaeology Review 27
( July/ August zo01).

13. Jesephus Jewish War 6.312-13,

14.
I5.

16.

17.
18.
19.
0.
21.

22,

13

Eusebius Church History 3.5.3; Epiphanius Pararion 29.7; 30.2.

This is according to an ancient Jewish system called Gematria in which
words are given coded numbers based on the numerical value of their
lerters. In Hebrew and Greek each letter of the alphabet has a number
{Alef/Alpha=1; Bet/Beta=2; Gimel/Gamma=3, etc.), thus any word be
represented by its total. In Hebrew Nero Caesar 1s written as NRON QSR
(Neront Qasar) and the lerters are valued as follows: N=50; R=200; O=6;
N=40; Q=100; S=60; R=200. The total is 666, the "number of the name”
of the“Beast” that represents Rome (Revelation 13:18).

See my discussion of the evidence on the Web ar www.religious
studies.unce.edu/JDTABOR/masada hrml.

Eusebius Church History 3.12.1.

Eusebius Church History 3.19.1-z0.

See Eusebius Chureh History 3.20.6.

See Eusebius Church History 1.7.14.

See Eusebius Chureh History 3.32.3-7.

The complete name in Latin was Colania Aelia Capitolina. Aelia came from
Hadrian’s name Aelius.

Eusebius Church History 3.27.

See Hans-Joachim Schoeps, Jewish Christianity, trans. Douglas R. A. Hare
(Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1969), for a summary of the basic Ebionite

sources that survive and a discussion of their contents.
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