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Volunteer work and social care in Yemen

(Applied to the study of voluntary associations in the province of Hadramout)

Dr. Adel Ahmed Alexady
Dr. Ahmed Abdel Hamid Salim

Introduction

The voluntary associations are now considered key partners in establishing and im-
plementing the social welfare policies due to the global shifts toward the market econ-
omy as well as due to the declining of the role of the governments and the abandon-
ment of their social and economic functions.

Given the evolution in the volunteer work in Yemen since the establishment of the
Unity State in 1990- where the number of the voluntary associations has increased and
its scope of work has expanded-, most of these associations is still suffering from a clear
shortage in its services and an apparent inadequacy of meeting the needs of people
which increase day after day due to the inflation and the shrinkage rates of per capita
income. Moreover, the social welfare systems are still inadequate in alleviating pover-
ty and unemployment and in providing social programs to improve the quality of the
citizens" life.

The current study is trying to explore the state of the voluntary associations in the
Hadramaut province and to identify the shortcomings of their work as well as the main
obstacles these associations face. This study has used the Social Survey Approach to
fulfill its objectives depending on questionnaire as a major tool to collect data. Admin-
istrators in the Offices of Social and Labor Services were interviewed as well. This study
has concluded the following important results:

The inadequacy of the laws and regulations of these associations with the current
developments.

A clear shortage in the funding of these associations which causes weakness in the
programs and projects.

An absence of a mechanism for monitoring and following up as well as for defining
the roles and responsibilities within the associations.

A constant intervention by the government institutions in the affairs of these associ-
ations.

An absence of training programs on the skills needed for the social work.
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