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Factors Affecting Saudi Female Students’
Decision
To Study in Developed Countries: (USA, Australia, and UK])

Dr. Aziza Abdullah bliss

Introduction

Student International Mobility from China, South Korea and the Arab Gulf countries
has been rising for decades. Despite the availability of statistics, this phenomenon has
not been studied empirically. We know little about push factors involved in student
migration, their moving conditions, decision making and ambitions. This study focuses
on Saudi Female students> choices, their destinations and associated factors that
influenced their> decision-making process. The study was conducted on 247 female
students, using social survey with random sampling of cities and universities where
subjects were studying. The study describes the phenomenon using push-pull factors
theory, and macro and micro level analysis. Huge revenue from oil facilitated large
scale development projects in Saudi Arabia like the King Abdullah scholarship program,
which coincides with academic and environmental factors in both Saudi Arabia and
host countries to create strong push-pull effects. It concluded that quality of education,
enrollment and employment strategies, and social environment were likely to remain
the most important factors influencing student choices.
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