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Communication strategies at sites of terrorist
groups on the Internet - an analytical study

Dr.Maha Abdel-Majid Salah

Introduction

This research addresses the need to understand the communication strategies used
by terrorism organizations through their online sites, in which they aim to recruit the
target audience all over the world, especially Muslim youth.

Based on analyzing how terrorism organizations benefits form the Internet capabilities,
and discovering the features of their media discourse to disseminate the culture of
violence, this research presents detailed facts and discusses the indications about the
communication structures, the ideas, the main issues and themes, and the tools that are
used to enhance the terrorism media discourse.

The research methodology applies the qualitative content analysis and the hyperlink
-based network analysis on a sample of sites related to certain terrorism organizations
with Islamic reference.

Results show the complexity and diversity of the electronic communication
infrastructure of terrorism organizations. Thus, the decentralized infrastructure enables
terrorism organizations to reach to the audiences all over the world, and increases the
danger and the effectiveness of planning the terrorism attacks.
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