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The Role of Wagf (Endowment) in Social
Development

Abstract:

The study aimed to highlight the developmental social
role of wagf (endowment) in past and present, and to
focus on the mutual relationship between waqgf and the
fields of Sociology and Social Work, to activate the
developmental social role of the waqf .

Chapter 1 titled waqgf and society; focused on the
relationship between waqgf and social structure by
discussing the relation between wagf and the basic social
institutions (economic, religious, family, political,
educational and welfare institutions), social change,
social organizations and civil society, as well as wagf as
being a social and cultural capital. Wagf models in the
past and present also provided an indicator to understand
the nature of social problems waqgf dealt with.

The models of contemporary waqgf that were reviewed
proved the continuity of the developmental role of wagf,
and the emergence of new types of waqf, which
contribute in solving the pressing problems in the
Islamic community.

Chapter Il discussed first wagf and sustainable
development and activating role of waqf. Wagqf
developmental role through Islamic history compared
with the 17 Millennium Development Goals launched by
the United Nations in sustainable development was
explained.
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Wagf had a role in the dimensions of human
development (education, economic and health),
agriculture, hunger, urbanization, infrastructure, water,
environment, and women. The concept of sustainability
was apparent through the Islamic concepts of Al-
Istikhlaf, Magasid Al-waqf (objectives of waqgf), and
perpetuity. To activate the developmental role of waqf
was by reviving and activating the economic and social
role of wagf. The study encouraged in Scholars in
Sociology and Social Work and Wagqif (owner of waqf)
to establish new wagf based on scientific studies and the
needs of the community.

And to benefit from the experiences and the modern
formulas.

The recommendations included also more attention
in conducting social field studies, initiatives and
programs of local community development and adding
the endowment within the educational curricula in the
fields of Sociology and Social Work.

Keywords:

Waqf (Endowment), social structure, social
development, community development, sustainable
development, social problems, social welfare.
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