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Research Summary

Research Title:

Public Endowments and Similar Applications in the
Era of the Prophet Muhammad PBUH and His Rightly
Guided Caliphs (A Historical Study).

Prepared by:

Prof. Dr. Abdulaziz Ibrahim Alomary, former
Professor of the Biography of the Prophet Muhammad
PBUH at Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University
in Riyadh.

Research Summary:

It has been known in the Era of the Prophet
Muhammad PBUH certain endowments that were
determined by the Prophet himself PBUH. He made
them available in multiple areas for the benefit of the
public, like water wells for example or for Muslims in
particular like Mosques for example.

The observer of his Biography PBUH finds it full of
evidence that the Muslim nation from then on. The
rightly guided Caliphs and their contemporary Muslims
followed the same path, to serve people and their
humanitarian needs. Sometimes it required decisions and
regulations. Other times, it required funding, either from
the State or righteous wealthy Muslims.

This research gives account to these cases in the Era
of the Prophet PBUH, and his righteously guided
Caliphs, where Islam expanded in their days and was in
contact with different nations and civilizations. As a
consequence, many new and big needs have arisen,
which led the Caliphs or their States, men and/or others
to establish a new understanding of endowments,
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original in their intention and achievements, and
adhering to the purposes of Sharia.

This Research does not go through Sharia Provisions,
but it displays accounts from the life of the Prophet
PBUH (Sunnah), and the standards associated with
them, as well as accounts from the Eras of the Caliphs,
which had special standards. The research is aimed to
benefit researchers in “endowments and their application
& accounts” in the Era of the Prophet PBUH and his
righteously guided Caliphs.

The research comprises of a preface, a chapter on
public endowments in the Era of the Prophet PBUH,
including mosques, holy places of Hajj, water sources,
pasture and arable lands, protected lands, roads, markets,
fortresses, walls (fences) and beneficiary applications
like cemeteries and their guidelines.

The second chapter includes similar accounts in the
Era of the Caliphs, and detailed accounts under each
Caliph including newly subjugated areas at the time and
the emergence of new forms of endowments, such as
rivers, horses, and others.
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