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(3) See1.1.4,10.3,23.2nn.

(4) Accession speech: Tacitus Annals 13.4.2 (Seneca’s authorship: Cassius Dio 61.3.1).
Pardon: Tacitus Annals 13.11.2.

(5) Suetonius Nero 33.2-3, Tacitus Annals 13.15-17, Cassius Dio 61.7.4.
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(6) On the reflections of and on the principate in Seneca’s writings, see esp. Griffin 1976,
202-21.
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(10) 10. Griffin 2003 is the best brief overview. Also important and accessible are Griffin
1976, 133-71, and 2000, 535-45; Inwood 2005, 201-23; Konstan 2005; and Dowling
2006, all with references to earlier discussions.

(11) See, respectively, Cicero On Invention 2.164 and On Appropriate Actions 1.88. On

“great-spiritedness” (magnitudo animi), see On Anger 1.20.1n.
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(12) Great-spiritedness: 1.20.3, 2.1.1, cf. 2.5.4. Mildness and gentleness: 1.8.6, 9.1, 11.1,
134, 16.1, 22.3, 24.1, 2.1.1, 2.1, 5.1. Humaneness: see also 1.1.3, 3.2, 11.2, 13.4,
and on the doctrine of “appropriation” that underlies this quality and Stoic social
thought more generally, 1.13.4n., On Anger 2.31.7n.

(13) For strictness and clemency, cf. 1.1.4 and esp. 2.4, with the anecdote of Tarius’s son
discussed below and Griffin 2003, 174.
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(18) On the impossibility of virtue and vice coexisting in the same mind, see On Anger
2.12.2. For the contrast between clemency and anger see, e.g., 1.5.4-5, 7.3—4, 11.1,
17.1, 19.4, On Anger 2.5.3, 13.2, 23.4; on clemency as the opposite of anger, see also
Cicero On Appropriate Actions 1.88.

(19) 2.3.1, quoted above. In Cicero’s definition of clementia at On Invention
2.164—*“clementia, per quam animi temere in odium alicuius finiectionis [vel
invectionis] concitati comitate retinentur” the corrupt word has since the sixteenth
century commonly been emended to read inferioris, on the model of Seneca’s
definition (“clemency, by which minds that have been rashly roused to hatred
of someone inferior are restrained by friendliness”). But it is not clear that the
emendation is correct; given Seneca’s particular focus in addressing Nero, it might
actually introduce an anachronism. The point being made in the text is in any case
not affected.182
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(20) See the references gathered at Griffin 2003, 161, and the general thrust of the

argument in Konstan 2005.
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.§12.1n
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(40) Lost in the lacuna is some idea along the lines of “if they’re given a second chance”

(Basore’s si <poenae remissio fuerit>) or “if you treat them as innocent” (si <eos

pro innocentibus habeas>) or “if clemency gives them hope” (Ball’s si <clementia

spem restituerit>). What S. should not say here is “if you forgive them” (Préchac’s

si <ignoscas>), since he will distinguish clementia from forgiveness at 2.7. But he is

not always self-consistent; cf. the end of this paragraph.
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(44) The translation reflects Kronenberg’s animi remissionis—literally “of the relaxation

of the mind,” esp. with regard to strictness or severity (OLD s.v. remissio 4b, cf.

§24.1: “People better obey someone who gives his orders in a milder [remissius]

way”)—adopted instead of the archetype’s manumissionis printed by Hosius and

obelized by Malaspina (with a lacuna posited following). The reading is consistent

with the thought that clemency depends on mental calm and clarity and is hindered

by mental turbulence and upset: cf. §5.5, 7.2, 13.4, 2.6.1 and introduction, section 2;

similar thoughts occur also in On Anger (cf. esp. 1.16.6-7).
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.(Epistles (e.g., 9, 21.3ff., 25.4ff .
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(51) I translate voluntariam subivimus <mortem>, the easiest correction of the

archetype’s corrupt reading, voluntariam subsiluimus (cf. Malaspina’s voluntariam

sub<ivimus mortem aut *** sub>siluimus). Most earlier corrections have tried

to salvage subsiluimus (“leapt beneath”), perhaps correctly, taking S. to be

referring to Marcus Curtius’s legendary leap into a chasm that had opened in the

Roman forum, an act that satisfi ed an oracle and saved his city (e.g., Hosius’s

voluntarii <terram> subsiluimus, “willingly leapt beneath the earth”).

T



Lt pom i3 ol s L3010, 36 et oa 5 455 rpaSont
A9 5 e ol 0]

S pradl | llowr 555 L gomy ) S hedl DDk 05 LiSay N -
Lol Ablied oS p Lodis ol pased Job e of 330
e J e O 2t g el o2 500 50 pm0 s 9al) oY)
RSPV PR o [ R PYP P RS L R PN TR CEPE
By g (gt 359 S 5 # o0 Y L 8 2Ty 3 AT Gdnandl ool
edl 6350 Y Loz %38 podl labedd il Jaall CLd s ol
OGN g8 S 3L Lekis -y S SIB

Lrezome g 5 oy Loy 3 oSl Blgs 8,000 e jws Sgwy Y- ¢
S O T LI el e glios ol s (i s (oodanll
S gmd Job) o Lgmias o T L B33 0l a1 Wle ey
@ul‘;ugm,s»;u;ug}a_sijuqb@r@
o Lgd dows o) 5 Lo Bl Jou g Ll Liald

el ol 9 Boledly ol oY1 0 o i)l o e ol Mgy Y-
SBNJI o 38T & g —a3 gallay G oY1 018 Gl ke
;sianwa,;.ungibmg}sugf‘éio\suslw:z.,.a.sb.w
we 355 W el g‘d.u‘.'\.gé ol 958l e doal

L1 g s 7 s e YT iy domg ol ey (LS 5T Y

(52) Virgil Georgics 4.212-13; cf. §19.2 below.
«(cf. “Kaiser”) sl s> & ,uie &_,Jé =Y ) J.JW X ‘r.m L Ko Joring (0Y)
S pUadl )l g a1 hhedl) Lt ol b lamznl A Sl Nano W ¢ 3100 5

9 <

.(“prince,” “king,” “guardian of the civil regime”

1y



Y1558 J) oy padh Lo Loa oy V) Loghoad Sy ¥ oo

YU, pad 1Y) gl Loy
Foo ) s oS5 e JL g 9o gadl 8 O el U5 O sy
10Sa) B oo 5 4V e b Sir s o Y PGS WY1 o
LY ¢ andl 355 00 (ke (5 5 LT ol 3 (aidf oda b doesell
o i o e JWLs Y paie 511, Lokis Bk foals
collas ol y 68 tanedl Sl LT 25 LS Olaal) puisetand! bl goll
859 08 5o G A O At el ke p 1 BB1) ) 031 any
My‘ydi&agjcww(oo)@bfiﬂaﬂlwwj
ol Loy gl 5T Bplesed 4oy Lo oy 33l b il 0 L O
s 4] Jo e jodl 593 5 nid (gl o CadSS ke &l jdie

.gﬁ|@aﬁ'¢‘f%ﬁ|w‘gaﬁj
Y oy dbaedl Dall ol 58 Bl 0B la G g
Byl VY e 28T O T el B e b sl
Lrde i 83 OV lnaseddl o Lginns O sina) 13D i sraall
o e g2 Lo Jgb gl gnedl o 0 5V Lo 5 MG el

\—-o
Y-o
Y-o

T ptndl J) s A Jandl Ko 5o JoVI 8 0 50l 0550 0TV, ¥ 3 Ko asy (08)
S ” .z,.zpty,q»mé&wu,m

Al edlg U il laedl s deal J g 5 . “secundum naturam ix.dal \33_9” Lf.%f- (00)
QLD PO PR A

.cf. On Anger 1.11.2n oo ¥! o3l ) i 5o ia (01)

LT 2 38 el Llio o= Wilio s G by O o O ity S5 Tadl Lo ¢SS (o)
Cicero On Appropriate Actions 5| «Lgil= 50 5 85 anedl Lgun! gou L3 a0l Wileo g s
1.107ff

.On Anger 1.20-21 and accompanying note | il.2dl eda J 5 (6 A)

1y



Sy 50 2anall 01 JI 5 Y Shmaall Lk oy 8530 5T 1 o (i
o P lais o Jol s L] s ppmndl el e 31
O predl ad Lty o) OIS

& PN e sy Sy bl J15 VL oy pindl 0
S5 331 90 4l O m Y sl s I 0Y 143 Lo g 5T 25 il
RISV PIES R TR RNRU PPUEIR RS PR R - PRCE N
a3 Sl e 8T e glac s o gl O geiine Y
OPW eSS 0T 5 01 6T OISl Jo7 s b S U jasetll
VG () gaay SIS (5 iy e oS g il s

G ¢ 0l il el Saoel] i3 AN o il 531
Lol - f g il Lz J iy ) ol (5 g J] Ll
ESN|WN PNV PR VR SION [ PO Y R R e |
BLzYB  gondl pud g o DAYy puiliedl o ol o sagll s
onks e il § gy 50 o 5 gl IS 5 ctites il S
A g ) i g 5 ) 2 s L — il g e
> [JE P WY PP S RCHU P [ R IR PR Wi [E
oS sl

ALY s gay ) e e Y Clatall i sl sl
Bl s 3l ST 05 T SV (g ) il 4 5 e A

¢ -0
0o-o
1T-0

S 4] 5 90 5 — 31ty 5 Unseadl 1 o 1 5 Lo gl s S — 1l 5,Laadl asus (04)
L S ol oy o mSoell iy B3led s 0 ade or gy o (W ST S
wU‘waﬂghﬁmL,mLh;u LgauQﬂjch

.of. On Anger 2.34.2, 3.32.1 x|, i) Jaa) Alaa) 31101 g31501 Lo LI (1 +)

¢



S5 Sl 3looel) 8 st (o) gl 23 G5 Bl
QT%SWUM!M&ﬁMMQgMQJM
51 98 d e o Ky Yy ol 52 Les 3y b s

A5 0F e Y s e o) o) 5 e s kg 1ie 25450
o i) Ot Ol Y 8 s el Lodis L Sl
LY s el Y1 ol Y15 LY e Ll e g
AT 85 i 02305 ST oY asbl oo 15 ) da O Ak
3oy (o By pandl s g g a0y A8 o 6B )
g o) lonll Lgas s 5ol goell Ol LS cams ) 1 depd]
Mg G g Vs SISy les BN ol s
r.:E.sﬂ ol 2l e e —o by HL’J“:;BCJ‘}QJ‘ Qbr.‘:..n@q:-
o B L lo LS d ST i 13 s

O o goy A9 5nedl Jomeny ¥ (gl LWl 5 g2y 5y oS
ol Reglie i35 M Teg ) wgiadl oy oS5 Saions a5 (o
0525 ot O G2t G o 2ST siall ey Y1 e Lok
G

dalizy 2T dle 6t aesy Lhand (Vlasdl O e LIS

Y-20
V-1
Y-1
Y-"

Marcellus o oow ;Lo g ((:é 00 eLG ‘.._51 La})%érj‘b T d‘g;i) X C)L..agaa.'ua ay)
\\"CLGL;J) Balbuswﬁll.v(r.é \Vrb?@ﬁj&ﬁﬁy%ﬁjsp.\aii.g)

(.0

cf. esp. On Anger 2.10.2-6, 28, 3.26.3-5 x|, cﬁyo-“ Jdse= (1Y)

Y-



A s G s o ke gl STy o sk sandls
o el 35 S anay Vg 8 el Bl g B g Lo e
byl § aned Jo 5 o VI ity Vg a2l g0 Doy anias
Lol Dl o

Y 4l st 5l a0 B Y S 0 e gl gb
S s 36l I Jos I

2N ghsedl e s 2l ped oY & S5 T L
Jeb LY el o 5 50 WS asbl g Jolay o oo 483 148w
e e peinall O Y adle el S35 A (g5l o Lemelias o
Ao g1 5T (5 2ells (Bles b o) dza 43 s o] ¢ Jai sl
D8 LT o ¥ g Gl 055

Rl UV 3L Y oo Loy b 2L 5 Dsle L YT SIS o) 5
PIREAPY SV [RERERIRE) [P R W) RSN PR e
0555 Lok puald 2L 1 5 Glir i Al S L 13 iy 5 ¢ o 53!
BUBSCON NP PO EUTY PR - JOL SRRUNEA PR (RS PO |
53\l g 2 5 2l e ) ledl B Tdm S e 381 a5 5 ¢ U5l
AUy L30a) elandl ghae i )5 52

P 5 5 Iy Sl 5 G oy gy ki Shadl oSl 5
oo s el B B 6 a0 P il JS o
& oting ol sl g8 gy Jili O 5 pod) a5 Ao 03

¢ -1
\ -V
Y-V
Y-v

“d..a;“),,»ﬁy Sl o oy &Y ¢ illasdl oo coain ¥ S o Soull I St et (V1)
.(On Anger 2.10.6)

.On Anger 3.23.6n kil ods g ¢ Jaseall ok of dm lda — (1€)

"



Z
2

cidad elas] o r@xﬁ, Cagi 1 0 0 gilas g plASW nnd
Y e tles gy celind 19 gk of of Sl o s 2
ol oy clog] b ity I8 gl o podl g s e 3 093

 eand pUEY Ao b A 513 an S ol & s o
Jlomial Jo g0ty e ST s oo ld ol 385 3 Ll
QMQ&WUGJQ\J?WI%QCGJJYUJ..;M‘.\.&‘,S}E!
O Aol Gy Ll (s 1 5 Sl i sl b 10

AN e 25l Dslas By 5 40 03

P Los ol & e S ladl s o O Ceomall (e 4] s Jo
e 37 J 985 oS (B3 50 038 5 T 580ay e BT 5 o gl g2
SO D5 oo 0y idal s ¥ AT s Jo “Apols al
Comm el ddodll B it Ol ) Y Ba LB g O
I 5 55,580 135 e A Shsb o wglili b o
Joes ol o s B g 5 ol el ity lals” 58U
) pgiman o LD > W) ST Codl Ligdy L JWly Jua)

4 gz g ¥l Lo OIS Gl wlis IS Jo paslanl 53,3
($23och | My 1 i pos 2 Chele i oL2Y) o (S
Ll 0 939 cAyel! ela-JTJS%;éd‘,ﬁ-Q‘gaﬁ.:iM‘g’ad,eﬁi ol
NN RE NP D PRENI Yo SR Y PR Y

¢ -V
\-A
Y-A

e ey cobial Lge izl “Biomans &5 5”  Shall pUaledl o (6 5 1 5 5Laadl 3 S (R0)
YV e (..i>) Antigonus IT Gonatas . 55U s> QJL&JI o 5] %;i‘,.\.ﬁ.dl TN
Consolation to Polybius 7.2 ,Lil5 (Aelian Miscellaneous History 2.20 Ll YY'q

34 1 gol sy £1Y) 658 IS 25 oY1 O | S oty Eo (0n Claudius)

v



oF il S dans of wanas Y o b5 o) e Dl S 2
RER P VEH JOTPE PP IR JUES Ry F AN

S0l (Vodany lguadts oSay ¥ i el ISl D3 5o o
O ) gt s Ll elondl 3 o gromedl Y1 Ly 8,0
B30 coe )y da) 1S i) 8 el of o 28T 55 e V) shang
sl e

3435 0L W oy gt Il N S ety o5 o o0 5 058
oy Vs oz B ol LM 5 595 Do 55 £33
SN 4z gy i e gd S By Vet 0 Y] s O
5 5 ] €l 55 TS Ja  ganed

by ¥ oJ g Lo LI ‘.»T@:..;;ﬁ 05 ol o) S Y
o ass oY Je -l &;Z.G’ib @l s ol 05 sl
ity asl) 85 o o & ) Sy e 68 slomal) Bilated) ¢ 5
L7 pely e Jo el o I b i AN ol paall S
iy ¥ AalS 8 8 2 padl atey Lodind S 093 o ) 21 e
.Mjasﬁu)l@%;&‘mu)@%;fwm

Y-A
¢-A
o -A

.ipsa yista LS Erasmus . gomsl ol & 5 31 (1)

s A2l JLas¥l ssle wiad Sl g g L sLizely 26091 0l L1 goadll J) i oy (V)
o (Il oSy 5 iy g0 SNEA lnll Totso Y el (U1 15 o s e o)
Joedl 13 sue o llows La Lzl Lu il s o o)) 54>

4 Giome cotgad el 0 55 ¢ atllS wiis 3 Ml W1 o 095 6 St 35 (TA)
A et gl 45, g0 S o iy sl e ¥ el 5T B Al haa s 201 o gt
.Champlin 2003:112ff

TA



lsily A CVobbedl by e lae¥l s ) Casl

S ghad (Bl oo dy 50 A L5 e ST elanndl Wl fooes
Al Bl S ey lanl 0¥ il e B gay Y1 O pikety

S Lal S oy 48U

MW;&‘MQ)‘JJ& ¢|M|J4&,UW‘9
oo xS Qe Lgey p Gl r-‘-ng‘ Byt c.-@”ﬁlﬁ
S 5 ged (e ISy (BUSy e, il A LI
05Uanol 503U BTy absl 5o 5UT Jxis ya IS5 1la ety 18T 5 gino
e Jon O g

s ol OIS A3 (lile e Jlies Al ol SlaiT of 5405
b IS 5 e o35 B e adl g5 1305 Ntzms V15l Y
YV porndl b )L A& gl Lo 3 Sl Jom 5 ¢35
M‘gcuw‘u.bc«UM‘mk‘gGOMMU‘&";‘J)A.GJ“}LS}
U B,b Loy Sas ol o sl 3,0 5 al3e el
'(VY)Q‘J}E"“J‘

& B . - . < .
Ol Ol dhogg Wl B o3 gl oy s ol 5 e oY B

- A
VA
V-4
Y-4

.On Anger 2.11.1 il (14)

.On Anger 3.23.4-8 Ll skl oo oo (V)
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(72) The only reasonable construction of the passage treats the clauses “By the time he was

your age. ...” and “by the time he was forty . ..” as parallel and requires a full stop
before the first (Grifffin 1976:408-11). Augustus had not in fact done all the things

mentioned by the age of 18 (the proscriptions, for example, postdated his twentieth

birthday), but S. does not let chronological precision stand in the way of making a

point (cf. Griffin ibid. with, e.g., On Anger 1.20.4n.). The passage dates the treatise

to Nero’s nineteenth year (15 December 55 to 14 December 56).
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(128) The translation reflects Hosius’s documenta in minima parere, for the archetype’s

corrupt documentam minima argere; the point is anyway clear.
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(130) This is the most textually troubled passage in the treatise. Most editors read some

version of “o ne ille cui contingit <ut> sibi quoque vivere debeat” (with Baehren’s

suppletion of ut and various choices in punctuation), but I can find in those words

no thought appropriate to the context, nor does any suggested alternative seem

convincing. The possibility of a more extensive lacuna after contingit cannot be

ruled out.
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(133) The translation reflects Lipsius’s transposition of ut (“ut innocentiae faveat et [ut]

appareat, <ut> non minorem agi rem periclitantis quam iudicis sciat”).
(134) Cf. §5.3n. above.
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(150) The text is defective, and Gertz’s correction, translated here—*“quo plus se exercitat,

<eo incitat>ior”—has the advantage of readily explaining the error (it presumes that

the scribe’s eye jumped from the end of exercitat to the middle of incitatior, thus

omitting the intervening text). But “more aroused” does not directly respond to the

preceding thought, which concerns savagery’s failure to draw a relevant distinction.

Did S. perhaps write “<eo caec>ior” (“becoming more random the longer it keeps

at it”)?

(151) Malaspina, following Mazzoli, posits a lacuna at this point, perhaps correctly. He

also suggests, less securely, that the lost material would have included the treatment

of Sulla promised at §12.3.
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(164) - Gertz’s supplement—*“<per speciem enim severitatis in crudelitatem incidimus>,
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read vacuam. (Malaspina obelizes vacuam and posits a lacuna, probably correctly.).
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