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Ah, fill the cup: what boots it to repeat
How time is slipping underneath our feet
Unborn tomorrow and dead yesterday

Why fret about them if today be sweet!
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With them the seed of wisdom did I sow.
And with my own hand labour’d it to grow!
And this was all the harvest that I reap’d

“I came like water, and like wind I go”.
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Dreaming when dawn’s left hand was in the sky
I heard a voice within the tavern cry
“Awake, my little ones, and fill the cup
Before life’s liquor in its cup be dry”
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Tis all a chequer—board of nights and days
Where destiny with men for pieces plays
Hither and thither moves, and mates, and slays

And one by one back in the closet lays
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Here wtth a loaf of breead beneath the bough.
A flask of wine, a book of verse and thou
Beside me singing in the wilderness.

And wilderness is paradise enow.
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The moving finger writes. And having writ.
Moves on: nor all thy piety nor wit
Shal lure it banck to cancle half a line

Nor all thy tears wash out a word of it
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The ball no question makes of ayes and noes.
But right or left as strikes the players goes.
And he that toss’d thee down into the field,

He knows about it all—he knows—he knows!
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One moment in annihilation’s waste,
One moment, of the well of life taste—
The stars are setting and the caravan.

Star for the dawn of nothing—oh, make haste!
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Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend,
Before we too into the dust descend,
Dust into dust, and under dust, to lie,

Sans wine sans sing, sans singer, and—sans end!
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My self when young did eagerly frequent
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Doctor and saint, and heard great argument
About it and about: but ever more

Came out by the same door as in I went
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Then to the rolling heav’n itself I cried,
Asking “what lamp had destiny to guide”
“Her little children stumbling in the dark?”
And “a blind understanding!” heav’n replied.
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Then to this earthen bowl did I adjourn
My lip the secret well of life to learn:
And lip to lip it murmur’d—*while you live

Drink!—for once dead you never shall return”
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You know, my friends how long since in my house
For a new marriage I did make karouse:
Discovered old barren reason from my bed,

And took the doughter of the vine to spouse,
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