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 ��pour échapper aux prédateurs, l'autruche se fige au sol, couchée, la tête au sol. Cette stratégie paraît dérisoire à l'homme qui est capable de la repérer facilement en suivant ses empreintes, contrairement aux animaux sensibles aux signaux  auditifs et olfactifs. l'autruche, comme d'autres oiseaux, se nourrit quotidiennement de graviers et petites roches pour aider sa digestion. simplement pour se nourrir; elle passe une grande partie de la journée la tête au ras du sol, parfois entre les rochers pour chercher à manger. l'autruche pond ses œufs dans des trous qui font parfois jusqu'à 30 cm de profondeur dans les sols sableux. Lorsqu'elle retourne ses œufs, elle enlève les lézards et autres vermines du nid, sa tête disparaît dans un trou. lorsqu’elle se trouve dans une tempête de sable, l’autruche met la tête à ras du sol pour se protéger. Les Africains, voyant la scène de loin, disaient que lorsque l’autruche met la tête près du sable, c’est signe de tempête. La métaphore repose ainsi sur des observations réelles, mais une interprétation erronée. Cette croyance a traversé les siècles car déjà, au  Ier  siècle après Jésus Christ, Pline l’Ancien disait: «leur stupidité n'est pas moins singulière: elles s'imaginent, avec un corps si grand, que lorsqu'elles ont caché leur tête dans les broussailles on ne les voit plus»".  }��((m�1� 2�((�  E1B((�)!�- �(((O (U((
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 ���Hagar to Abraham, from which they are called Hagarenes and Ishmaelites. And they call them Saracens, as from Σαρρας κενοι (those empty of Sarah), because of what was said by Hagar to the angel: “Sarah has sent me away empty.” So then, these were idolaters and reverenced the morning star and Aphrodite, who they indeed named Khabar in their own language, which means great. Therefore, until the time of Heraclius, they were plainly idolaters. From that time and until now came up among them a false prophet called Mamed, who, having encountered the Old and New Testament, as it seems, having conversed with an Arian monk, he put together his own heresy. And under the pretext of seeming pious, attracting (?) people, he reported that a book was sent down to him from heaven by God. Therefore some of the compositions written by him in a book, worthy of laughter, which he handed down to them as an object of reverence. He says there is one God, the Maker of all things, neither having been begotten nor having begotten. He says Christ is the Word of God and His Spirit, only a creation and servant, and that he was born without seed from Mary the sister of Moses and Aaron. For he says the Word of God and the Spirit went into Mary and she bore Jesus who was a prophet and servant of God. And that the Jews, acting against the law, wanted to crucify him and having seized (him), they crucified his shadow. For Christ himself, they say, was not crucified nor did he die, for God took him to himself into heaven because he loved him. 



 ���And he says this, that when Christ went up into the heavens, God questioned him, saying, “O Jesus, did you say that ‘I am the Son of God and God’?” And Jesus, they say, answered, “Have mercy on me, O Lord; you know that I did not say (that), nor am I too proud to be your servant, but men who have turned aside wrote that I said this word and lied about me, and are wandering.” And God, they say, answered him, “I know that you did not say this word.” And many other astonishing sayings in this same writing, worthy of laughter, he boasts God sent down to him. But we say, “And who is the witness that God gave the writing to him, or which of the prophets foretold that such a prophet would arise?” And they are at a loss, as Moses received on Mount Sinai, in the sight of all the people, the Law of God who appeared in cloud and fire and darkness and storm. And that all the prophets, from Moses and onward, foretold the coming of Christ, and that Christ is God, and the Son of God, being flesh, will come, and will be crucified, and will die, and will rise again, and he will be the judge of the living and the dead. And we say, “Why did your prophet not come in this way, with others witnessing about him, nor coming among you as God gave the Law to Moses on a smoking mountain with all the people watching, and, as you claim, provide this book, so you also might have certainty?” They answer that God does as he wills. We know this too, we say. But, we ask, how did the writing come down to your prophet? And they answer that while he was asleep the writing came upon 



 ���him. And we jokingly say to them that since he received the writing while sleeping, and did not sense the activity, in him is fulfilled the popular proverb (“You are spinning me dreams”). Again we ask, “Why, when he commanded us in your writing not to do or to receive anything without witnesses, did you not ask him that ‘First you show through witnesses whether you are a prophet, and that you came from God, and which Scripture witnesses about you?'” They are silent, ashamed. To whom we say, “For good reason! Since it is not allowed for you to marry a woman without witnesses, nor to buy, nor acquire property (?), nor do you allow yourselves to have a donkey or an animal unwitnessed. For you indeed also have wives, and properties, and donkeys, and all the rest through witnesses, and you have only a faith and a writing unwitnessed. For he who handed this down to you has in no way an assurance, nor is any previous witness of him known, but he received this also while sleeping.” And they call us Associators, because, they say, we introduce an associate to God by saying Christ is the Son of God and God. To whom we say that this is what the Prophets and Scripture have handed down. And you, as you insist, accept the Prophets. If, therefore, we are wrong saying Christ is the Son of God, they also are who taught and handed it down to us. And some of them indeed say that we have allegorized the Prophets, imputing (sayings) to them. Others say that the Hebrews, hating (us), have deceived us, having written as from the Prophets, so that we might be destroyed. 



 ���And again we say to them, “You say that Christ is the Word of God and the Spirit. How then do you rebuke us as ‘Associators’? For the Word and the Spirit are each of them unseparated from Him in Whom they have been born. If, therefore, in God is His Word, it is obvious he is also God. But if he is outside of God, as according to you, God is irrational (αλογος) and lifeless (απνους). Therefore, in avoiding to associate with God, you have mutilated him. But it would be better for you to say that he has an associate than to mutilate him, and represent him like a stone, or wood, or any of those insensible things. Thus, indeed, falsely accusing us, you call us ‘Associators.’ But we call you ‘Mutilators of God.'” They also accuse us as idolaters for reverencing the Cross, which they despise. And we say to them, “Why, therefore, do you rub yourselves against the stone by your Khabathan, and love kissing the stone?” And some of them say Abraham had relations with Hagar upon it, and others that he tied up the camel around it when about to sacrifice Isaac. And we respond to them, “The Scripture says that there was a mountain like a grove, and wood from which also Abraham cut for the whole burnt offering on which he laid Isaac, and that he left the donkeys with the servants. Therefore, from what source is your foolish saying? For there is no wood of a forest lying in that place, nor travelling by donkeys.” They are indeed ashamed. Nevertheless, they say the stone is of Abraham. Then we say, “If it is of Abraham, as you foolishly say, therefore are you not 



 ��oashamed, kissing this thing only because Abraham had relations with a woman upon it, or that he tied up a camel? But you censure us because we show reverence to the Cross of Christ through which the strength of the demons and the deceit of the Accuser is destroyed?” And this thing which they say is a stone is the head of Aphrodite which they reverenced, who they also called Khabar, upon which also even up to now the shadow of an inscription appears to careful observers. As we have said, this Mamed composed many foolish sayings, and he laid upon each of them a title, like the writing “The Women,” in which also he plainly legislates (for a man) to take four wives and one thousand concubines if he is able, however many he might put under his hand, aside from the four wives. And he legislated to divorce whichever one he wishes, or if he wishes, also to take care of another, for this very reason: Mamed had a companion named Zeïd. This one had a beautiful wife, whom Mamed loved. Therefore, when they were sitting together, Mamed said, “Oh, by the way, God has ordered me to take your wife.” And he answered, “You are the Apostle; do as God has said to you. Take my wife.” Or rather, so we might tell it from the beginning, he said to him, “God has ordered me, that you divorce your wife” And he divorced. And after several days, he says, “But God has ordered that I will also take her.” Then he took (her) and committed adultery with her (and) made this law: “He who wills may divorce his wife, but if after divorcing, he would return to her, another 



 ���must marry her; for it is not allowed to take (her back) if she has not been married by another. And even if a brother divorces, let his brother marry her, if he is willing.” And in the same writing, he transmits this message: “Plough the land which God has given to you, and beautify it” and do this, and in this way—so I might not say all the obscene things as he did. Again, there is the writing of the Camel of God, about which he says that there was a camel from God, and she drank a whole river, and she could not pass between two mountains through which she could not fit. Therefore, he says, a people was in that place, and indeed on one day they would drink the water and the camel on the next. And while drinking the water, she maintained (?) them by providing milk instead of water. Therefore those men, being wicked, rose up, he says, and killed the camel. But there was a small camel of her offspring which, he says, when the mother had been done away with, cried out to God, and He took her to Himself. To them we say, “From where was that camel?” And they say that it was from God. And we say, “Did any other couple with this camel?” And they say, “No.” We say, “Therefore how did she give birth? For we see you camel is without father, without mother, without genealogy. And having given birth, she suffered evil. But neither does the coupler appear, and the little camel was taken up. Therefore, why did not your prophet, to whom, as you say, God has spoken, learn about the camel: where she pastures, and if any drank milk (?) by milking this one? Or was she not at 



 ���some time, like her mother having met evil men, destroyed? Or did she enter into Paradise, your forerunner, from whom is your river which you foolishly say is of milk? For you say three rivers are to flow for you in Paradise: of water, wine, and milk. If your forerunner camel is outside of Paradise, it is obvious that she has dried up from hunger and thirst, or that others are enjoying her milk. And your prophet is boasting foolishly as having spoken with God, for the mystery of the camel was not revealed to him. And if she is in Paradise, she again drinks the water, and waterless, you will dry up in the midst of the delights of Paradise. But if you desire wine from the river flowing by, since there is no flowing water, for the camel drank it all, you will be inflamed (?) drinking unmixed wine, and collapse (?) in drunkenness, and fall asleep. And also, being heavy-headed after sleep, and having a headache from the wine, you will forget the pleasures of Paradise. Therefore, why did your prophet not think of these things that might happen to you in the Paradise of delights? Nor did he consider about the camel, where she now lives. But neither did you ask him, as the dream-teller was telling you about the three rivers. But we tell you definitely, your wonderful camel has run ahead of you into the souls of donkeys, where you are soon to live like animals. And in that place is the outer darkness, and endless punishment, the roaring fire, the unsleeping worm, and demons of Tartarus. Mamed speaks again (in) the writing of The Table. And he says that Christ asked God for a table, and he gave it to him. For God, he says, 



 ���said to him that “I have given to you and to yours an incorruptible table.” Again, the writing of The Cow, and some other foolish sayings worthy of laughter, I think I should skip because of their number. He legislated that they be circumcised, including the women, and also commanded not to keep the Sabbath, nor to be baptized, and to eat some of the things forbidden in the Law, and to avoid (some of) those it permitted. And he entirely forbade the drinking of wine".                    



 �o²F���� ��
���G�                   �(� \(�  B(>� ��(��� �����(�	� �� e�(/ �?(81� �BO -)    #(� �(;��     � �((
��;1� #((� �~((6» �((/�1 ��((�3�� f((g� W�((�3�» k�((*< � �[  9AL((�M� ¥<3�((Y U((
 �((b�� 2��&D?((� � �T�G((< .  #((� ���(($ t<�((5�
 �((>O C �((>�/ k�((�         S((*
 #(($ ����((© _[ 9��
���G((� fg.((
 f:8((b  7�((� �((;
 #((;�  �T((Vh�           f(` ��(;�,� #<B(1� e6
��1� #� l{��m 7�6¹ �+&*�]� K/��Z�    -() f(:<�3 � �(
�  �`��b� -)  K/��Z� E&Y .      �(� !�6G(1� �B(O -() ��B(�/ e, ÌDß 	 �>&*1                0(� 3 �"(�&1 A �(1� 3�(m���[ ���O W�+$ n&� #$ ��, #
 ��68� �
� W�;,                    2�F��(�[ #(� W_�(§� -(��>< �(%6) #<�(1� C�(�3  ���G(1� #� U�1 � C��3 3���         W�$� -�1� U61[ �%� -�>1� �1��3 -&$ ��3      AL(�M� -() C���1� w[ �:6) .  �(+1                      WB(:� �1.G(� -() W�(,  �3��(� B(T�< �� ."(< �  3 �"(�&1 �G(&� ���O �+$ .            U(�1 � � �(V ���O �` �<�< -�1� �+<�D&1 ��6
 �BO -)  .      �[ C�(+/ �� �(<�/ 	                   f@�(, �(O �(%� R3�"(1�
 f`�*(V ��(%;� ��/�� \��1� E1_ -) ���1� A�;,     �;<���  �
3 � -) ���    A�($ U(��
 �61�µ��  :            A �(1� �(1 � #($ f&;�(/ �(¶[ #�>()  �((6
3 h� C �((1� �((� 	 ¤((+) .   A�((J>1� �B((O 0((��< �((��O ��((�� R3�((/ 	 �((>/� �((%�   ¤((+) U(1�I��  �((�h� �B((O -(() A� ���6G(1� 3�((�� �((� -(() R3�"(1� . �((>6D*Y �((%�        �((O f�&yG((
< �� ���((< ��((� U((/� ±((���1� #((� _[ 9�((��O F�((O� #(($ 7�((;) �((<�;5���3                    r(<�D1� B(�� n(&Q� #(� ¨ �(�� ��1 �(�  � �(T>< f(O=3 e(, U>;1 9U1    U((6&$ 2�((D/� �((� k�((*<  fO��(($ f((s*< �� �((<�< ��((� �((¶[ U((/� f((:¬ �  f:6((&$



 �o�           f:(bL�[ 73��(,  f:(><�1 f:(bL�[ 7�(V w[ �.(%m� �(�  9��� U(/�  9f��6/�6,�>1� WBO #� C��1� w�� Á6*< �� 06D�G< 9U1 .  5� �((>6D*Y E1B((�   ��((*1� �L�((
 �((D6ª� C �((1� C��"((/� #(($ 7�((;) �((<�;                   3��(� w[ �(b��1� -() ^�B(/� � ��(*1� -() Å�
3�(� Å7�(� ���� ����3  �<�Z� #<�1�
   ¦���]� �BO -) f6&� .        -) ���O U*�Y� RB1� ��&�h�
 �<�;5� �>)Ê�*Y �I]�
        -(�1� �(686;1�  9B(�/= A�(+1� �(*) �3  9�(1 �1� C��3 F�3= ¦LD���   �(` ¦�D�(��         U(>� A�(�~1� \&8< f&) l��]� -&$ 7�D6G1� .          RB(1� ��&(�h� ^�(>O E(1_ �(��                   f(&) U(
 U(���
 RB(1�  9��68(� -(
� AL� !�b #� r+��&1 �6O��1� ���O U*�Y�U1�, k�8�1	�  U1 ���*��L1 �b�) e6V�+1� U��)3  �O UD*<.    ��68� -
� ��G1 -&$ �<� �1� C�+Y" :) 
\º+v&vDº/� -¡]���1� �7�� -  (�>y6q
 y\(v/�v� -        vC�v� 9qf�&�  U6&$ ¡�� -�&qb �U�&1� ´C��q3 q#y6
  :           x��(v��;
 qFÜ(́� º_[ Á��"(1�
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� #(��  v�(º�q��O     Á c�(1� f́6(�Jq$ . q�L    Rq�¡@� q0q��Y� #́q� -v&$ pA . ¿/�) 
�y*q
 ���� -y�M� ��q<�q$��
 v^�
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