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Halal food
is that which adheres to Islamic law. as defined in

the Koran. The Islamic form of slaughtering animals
or poultry. dhabiha. involves killing through a cut to

the jugular vein. carotid artery and windpipe.

Animals must be alive and healthy at the time of
slaughter and all blood is drained from the carcass.
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ED Dickson/ Formal Director of Homeland
Security for the state of New Jersey

I met Mohamed following the September 11.

2001, attack at the World Trade Center in New York.

It was through the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
Community Outreach initiative to the Muslim
community that we first met and began working
together. Mohamed was engaged through the
American Muslim Union (AMU); and through his
association with some of the local mosques in
northern New Jersey. The FBI’S engagement was
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initially led by and supported by several Senior
Executives from the Newark Field Office. Many years

later. while serving as Director of Homeland Security

for the State of New Jersey. | reconnected with

Mohamed through several community initiatives and
working groups.

| found Mohamed to be very engaging. but also

guarded and apprehensive during our initial
interactions. He was also very thoughtful. reflective.

and protective of his community. After several
discussions. meetings. and meals. we both came to

better understand each other’s perspectives and the
need for a relevant partnership. for the greater security

and safety of all. Over the years | know Mohamed to
be a trusted friend and advisor. who has a deep love

for his family and much pride and love for his
community. | also know Mohamed was/is well
respected within the Muslim and law enforcement
community in New Jersey.

| met and partnered with Mohamed during one of

the greatest crisis in the history of the United States.

and our collective engagement had an impact here in
New Jersey — and | have no issues with him. Actually
| met Muslim’s before I met Mohamed but AMU
provided an opportunity and venue to meet and
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interact with Muslim’s from across New Jersey and
the region. AMU’s platform provided for discussion
and collaboration on a range of issues/topics that went
beyond terrorism and anti-Muslim activity. The
Muslim community has added value to the United

States’ culture and society. Muslims are citizens.
teachers. business owners. attorneys. professional

athletes. and politicians. Like othersc Muslim’s have

both ‘served and sacrificed’ for this country.
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Mohamed is great friend of 30 years; he has a
beautiful family and is a credit to the entire Muslim
population. He cares about others and always tries to
be a productive role model. He concerns himself with
his brothers and sisters and Muslims assimilating into
our society but is just as vehement and upholding of
the church and the traditions of his faith. He is a great
American who upholds American values.

Mohammad helped me relate to the Muslim
community by introducing me to the myriad of
activities which reflect this vibrant part of the total
community. | met so many people through Mohamed.
He knew many people; | thought it was unbelievable
how many people he introduced me to in that small
time. |1 was known not only in my city but beyond its
borders before | ever ran for public office.

I’m anxious to read this book and not only

because obviously repeats the words of my friend. the

words of a love of a friend but | want to read it
because | know It will be fascinating about what his

experiences have been. He is a well-traveled person.

who cares about his community. He contributes to his
community and many of them are part of the general
population in his age group.
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John Paige. FBI

I met Mohamed Younes and Sohail Mohamed in
the fall of 1999 after being assigned as Federal Bureau
of Investigation Supervisory Special Agent for one of
the Garrett Mountain Resident Agency Squads in
West Paterson. | was contacted by Sohail Mohamed
and he requested that 1 meet with him and Mohamed
Younes at the Islamic Center of Passaic County.
Growing up in New York | had gone to high school
with young men and women that belonged to the
Nation of Islam. It was agreed that we would meet at
the Islamic Center of Passaic County. | met with
Mohamed Younes and Sohail Mohamed at the

Mosque. after some conversation. | requested to speak

to the congregation at a Friday (Jumah) prayer. They
stated that they would have to get approval from the

executive board. Several weeks later. | was contacted
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by Mohamed Younes and it was agreed | would speak
quickly to the congregation at the conclusion of
aFriday Prayer. The Passaic County Prosecutor’s
Office Bias Crime Officer spoke and then I did. |
requested the congregation report any types of
corruption and promised the FBI would treat the
community the same as all other communities with no
special treatment; just the same treatment. | learned
from the meeting that Sohail Mohamed was an
immigration attorney and Mohamed Younes was a
businessman that owned a dye factory in Paterson.
Mohamed Younes advised he lived in Franklin
Lakes and Sohail Mohamed advised that he lived in

Cliftonc NJ. In regard to meeting Mohamed Younes.
at first. | was not sure what to think. | was told ahead

of time that he was a Chemical Engineer. owned a dye

factory was an Egyptian and lived in Bergen County.
At our first meeting he was loud. aggressive.

confident. and appeared to be an aggressive and

cunning businessman. | learned in reality he was a
kind. caring. loyal and concerned individual that

loved our country and his community.

Mohamed Younes realized in the mid-nineties that
many Americans did not know the Islamic
Community in New Jersey and metropolitan area.

Additionally. he believed the Islamic community. as
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well. had not developed relationships with faith Based
organizations. public officials. private sector. public
sector and law enforcement in New Jersey (local.

county. state and federal). | believe this is the reason

Mohamed Younes created the American Muslim
Union and in my view it was one of the first
organizations in the early 1990s to promote Islamic
Groups that would reach out to above. The American
Muslim Union on a daily basis promoted this
interaction and at least several times a year held
functions that would bring in excess of 300 people
together from all faiths and occupations that interacted
and built relationships. The current proof of the
American Muslim Union success regarding Islamic
Community in New Jersey is the number of

individuals in localc county and state law
enforcement. New Jersey State Judges. NJ mayors.

freeholdersc members of town/city council and

successful men and women in every field of
employment. Immediately. after September 11. I. as

Supervisory Special Agent of Garrett Mountain
Resident Agency. requested assistance of American

Muslim Union through the relationship that Mohamed
Younes had with the New Jersey metropolitan Islamic
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Community. The American Muslim Union arranged
meeting with leaders of North Jersey Mosques

wherein Federal Bureau of Investigation. United

States Attorney. New Jersey State Policec New Jersey

Attorney General and Prosecutors met to discuss
matters of concern to all and to request assistance
from community.

Several weeks after September 11. after numerous

complaints were made public by community. the

American Muslim Union was requested to meet with
members of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Newark Joint Terrorism Task Force to talk about the
complaints. The vision of the American Muslim

Union was to talk about complaintsc but also to

explain Islamic Customs and tradition so the federal
investigators could interact better with the community
during the interview process. Mohamed Younes and
Sohail Mohamed made a quick presentation before

over 800 investigators. After this training. the

complaints from the community regarding interactions
with law enforcement greatly diminished. The
American Muslim Union was thereafter requested by
Newark FBI and New Jersey State Police to provide
this training to New Jersey Law Enforcement. The
American Muslim Union agreed and training was
provided by Mohamed Younes and Sohail Mohamed
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to all New Jersey State Police and academy
candidates; further the American Muslim Union
provided same training to numerous New Jersey law
enforcement throughout the state. This effort
continued for numerous years. The American Muslim
Union helped to promote the Islamic Community
through this training. The American Muslim Union
promoted the idea of Islamic Community Outreach
throughout New Jersey and nationwide the Islamic
Community made inquiry how the American Muslim
Union was able to accomplish the outreach. The
American Muslim Union consistently strived for the
Islamic Community to receive the same treatment in
all aspects of American life as any other community.

It requested the same treatment. not special.

The American Muslim Union and Mohamed
Younes have continued to be an active partner in the
New Jersey faith based communities.

Since our initial meeting in 1999 Mohamed
Younes and | have continued our relationship. He
continues to be loud and have opinions many of which
are different from mine. | learned he was willing to

stand by his words. even if many did not agree. | have

had the honor of meeting his adoring wife. daughters

and most of his grandchildren. There is not a time |
cannot call Mohamed Younes for advice and | believe
he feels the same in contact with me. | consider him
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more than a friend and appreciate our debate on
matters in which we different.
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Mr. Charlie McKenna Former prosecutor in the
district of New Jersey.

In 1993. | was a relatively new federal prosecutor

in the district of New Jersey. Our offices were across
the street from federal courthouse in Newark New
Jersey. | was lucky in that | was paired with a very
senior and savvy prosecutor who was going to trial in
a labor racketeering case involving the president and
vice-president of Dyer’s local 1733 of the
Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union
(ACTWU). Joe and Ray LaBark were charged with
shaking down the owners of dye houses in the
Paterson area in return for labor peace. If the owners
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paid the bribes. they would not have work slowdowns

or walkouts and would enjoy a steady operation. If
they did not pay. there would be work stoppages.

walkouts and labor unrest. In addition. for a fee. the

contracts that were negotiated on behalf of the union
member would be reasonable and affordable for the
companies. These actions worked to the detriment of
the dye house owners who were forced to pay for
stopping labor unrest and especially to the employees
of the dye houses who were essentially pawns in the

dynamic between their labor representatives. who

cared little about the workers and only about
themselves.

Paterson. New Jersey was blessed with a massive

waterfall that drops 77 feet. and rushes through the

Passaic River Gorge. It was these falls that provided
hydroelectric power to the City. Because of its ability

to generate power. Paterson became a mill town and

was a center of the textile industry. Dubbed the Silk
City. Paterson supplied the country with textiles for

years thanks to the abundantly inexpensive power the
falls provided. In later yearsc much of the business

moved to the south and Paterson was left with far
fewer dye houses. where textiles received their colors.
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These dye houses were able to survive because they
could quickly turn around fabric and get it to the

decision-makers in New York. However. that required

an ability to fill the orders rapidly. Labor unrest was
therefore anathema to the remaining dye houses in
Paterson. Joe and Ray LaBark knew that and together

with their iron hold over the unionized employees.
used that as a wedge to force dye owners to heed their
demands. They extorted payments from them because
the dye owners had two choices: pay the money to the
union leaders or go out of business. It was a Hobson’s
choice. Pay or go bankrupt. Both to keep the dye
houses open and to provide jobs to the remaining

Paterson textile workersc many of who were first
generation immigrants. they paid.

Grady O’Malley. the senior litigator in the case

was gracious to me and agreed to give me some of the
dye house owners who would be “my witnesses” at
trial. One of these witnesses was an individual who

owned a small. older dye house in the city. | made an

appointment to meet with him. | drove up to Paterson
with the case-agent and met in his paneled. second

floor office. He introduced himself to me. Mohamed
Younes was a strong man. in body and mind. He

himself was an immigrant and he embodied the
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American Dream. He believed in the fact that all men
were created equal and that everyone should be
treated equally before the law. He believed in justice
and what was right and he had a hard time
understanding how these two union representatives

could hold him hostage. but more importantly. how

they could hold his employees hostage as well. This
was not his vision of America. Not the Country he had
come to for a future and dearly loved. Mohamad
believed in hard work and being fairly compensated
for one’s labors. He had a hard time understanding the
corruption he was enmeshed in because he believed in
America that should not happen. In other places: yes.
In the America he emigrated to: no.

Mohamad was unfiltered. He told you exactly how
he felt and he did not try to mask his thoughts. He
could become heated when discussing injustice and

this trial was about injustice. Thus. keeping him calm

was going to be a chore. It was also going to take
some time to prepare him to remain calm in the face

of grueling cross-examination. As a new prosecutor. |
did not want my witness blowing up on the witness
stand and creating a scene which Mohamad was more
than capable of doing. Thus. began our process of
getting acquainted with one another.

| don’t know if Mohamed was the first Muslim |
ever met. but he was the first Muslim who made a
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point of telling me about his religion. He was not in
your face about it but subtle if that is a word that
could ever be used to describe Mohamad. He gave me
a booklet about his religion and | have it in my
possession to this day. While he was clear in his

religion and who he was. he was also an American. |

had. in my office. an Elvis Presley clock. It was an

inexpensive plastic kitsch item given to me by my
sister. It had Elvis’s face and the clock was on his
chest. What made it novel was that Elvis’ leg
swiveled back and forth mimicking the movement of
the King’s hips when he broke through in the 1950°s.

When he saw itc Mohamed told me that his daughter

was a big Elvis fan. He wanted me to know that he
was Muslim¢ but that his faith did not in any way

interfere with him and his family being Americans.
The two can. he said. work together just fine. |

jokingly told him that if he kept his cool on the
witness standc. | would get an Elvis clock for his

daughter. It became our joke.
Because of Mohamad’s combative style. getting

him prepared was for me an undertaking. He would sit
in either in my office or his. swear that he would be

able to remain calm under pressure and would then
explode when explaining the injustices that were
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being visited upon him and the union members. |
would explain that was not the way to approach the
matter and he would assure me that he would be fine.
| was not convinced.

Just before trial began. the LeBark’s called a

strike of the dye houses. People were out of work. The
dye house owners were fearful of losing their
businesses and the outcome of the trial would dictate
the future of many lives. The trial took approximately
seven weeks. On the day Mohamed took the witness

stand. | spoke to him about the need to remain calm

and truthful. The truthful part | was not worried about
because it was a central tenant of his being. The calm

piece. not so much. I was. as a new prosecutor.
incredibly nervous. He was not. That made me all the
more nervous. | should not have been. Mohamad was
the consummate professional on the stand. Articulate.

forthcoming and most of all calm. He did not take the
defense attorney’s bait. He was. in my estimation (as

well as the jury’s given the verdict). very credible. |

would like to think it was because of my preparation
but | believe it was because Mohamed knew it all
from the start and enjoyed making a new prosecutor
nervous.

In the end. the LeBark’s were convicted and sent

to prison. The strike ended and the people went back
154



to work. Unfortunately. though. the migration of the

textile industry away from New Jersey was inevitable.
| believe | spoke to Mohamad one or two times after
the trial to thank him for his time and standing up to
corruption. He never got his Elvis clock but I kept my
booklet about the Muslim faith.

Fast forward nearly eight years and the United
States had suffered the worst attack on its soil since
Pearl Harbor. People in the United States were
viewing Muslims the way they had viewed the
Japanese after the bombing. Tensions were high. New

Jersey had a large Muslim populationc much of it

centered in and around the Paterson area. Law
enforcement knew that it had to build bridges with the
Muslim community in order to lesson tensions. It also
knew that the community was law abiding and by
engaging the community everyone would benefit.
Entree into the community was key but not so
easily done because the community was rightfully
wary of permitting law enforcement into their midst
giving some of the over action that was occurring at

the time. The bridge was fostered. however. because
Mohamad. along with Sohail Mohammad. the moving

forces behind the American Muslim Union (AMU).

understood that both sides of this equation had to
reach out and ultimately work together. Mohamad and
Sohail (now a Superior Court Judge in New Jersey)
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had approached the Federal Bureau of Investigation to
offer their assistance in bringing the Muslim
Community and law enforcement together.

| was unaware of this when 1 visited the Islamic
Center of Passaic County (ICPC) to meet with leaders
of the Muslim Community along with other law
enforcement personnel. 1 was no longer a new
prosecutor. | was the Chief of the Criminal Division. |
went to the ICPC with Kevin Donovan who headed
the FBI’s Newark Office.

We met with the leaders of the Muslim

community. Mohamad among them. | had not seen

him since the trial. When | walked into the room and
saw him. | knew he looked familiar and that | knew

him but at first could not put my finger on how. At a
break he came over and we talked and the past
flooded over us. The bond we had formed when he

was a dye house owner. and |l a prosecutor preparing

him to testify. was rekindled. We have kept that bond

going with dinners that occur too infrequently but
enough so that we stay close. We are friends.

Through Mohamed and the AMU | have learned
about the rich history of the Muslim world. This
knowledge and the friendships | have made have
enriched the fabric of my life. In getting close to the

Muslim community over the years. | have learned.
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that they are no different from my Irish ancestors. or

the Italian or Greeks or any of the other countless
ethnicities that that have come to America. They all
came here in search of a better life. In search of the
freedoms this country affords. In search of a better

place for their families to flourish. In that regard. all

of those cultures are the same. When you walk in the
Muslim communitiesc you see all around you the

spirit that made America what it is. Hard work.

entrepreneurship. a sense of helping one another to

succeed. In the community you are safe and the
restaurants keep you well fed.

That is the world that Mohamad opened my eyes
to see. A world of which he is extremely and
rightfully proud. But he is a man who does not forget.
And he reminded me that all those years ago | had
promised him an Elvis clock for his daughter if he

kept his cool. | admit | was late. but the Elvis clock

was finally delivered.
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