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Chapter 1: IslamNthe Last and Primordial Religion—Its
Universal and Particular Traits

Asad, M., The Road to Mecca, London, Reinhardt, 1954. An
account of the experience of becoming a Muslim and living the reli-
gious life of Islam by a European convert to Islam who had wide expe-
rience of the Muslim world.

Brohi, A. K., Islam in the Modern World, Karachi Islamic
Research Academy, 1968. A collection of essays on various aspects of
Islam and their application to the modern world by one of the leading
Islamic thinkers of Pakistan.

Chittick, W., The Faith and Practice of Islam, Albany (NY),
State University of New York Press, 1992. The translation of three
Sufi treatises on the principles of faith and ritual practices of Islam
with a lengthy introduction on Islamic beliefs and practices from the
point of view of traditional Islamic authorities.

Danner, V., The Islamic Tradition-An Introduction, Warwick
(NY), Amity House, 1988. A treatment of the whole of the Islamic tra-
dition including the revelation, the life of the Prophet, the Law,
Sufism, intellectual and artistic traditions and Islam in the contem-
porary world, all viewed from the traditional perspective. ™

Denny, F. M., An Introduction to Islam, New York,
Macmillan, 1994. A general introduction to both the religion and his-
tory of Islam by a Western Islamicist, written with empathy for the
subject.

Dermenghem, E., Muhammad and the Islamic Tradition,
trans, by J. M. Watt, New York, Harper, 1958. A useful textual and
pictorial introduction to the Islamic tradition written with sympathy
and understanding.

Du Pasquier, R., Unveiling Islam, trans. T. J. Winter,
Cambridge, Islamic Text Society, 1992. A short but clear exposition of
the major aspects of Islam seen from within the tradition.

Eaton, G., Islam and the Destiny of Man, Albany (NY), State
University of New York Press, 1985. A lucidly written 'accoun't of
Islam by a British convert, written from the traditional point of view.
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Remembering God-Reflections on Islam, Chicago, ABC
International Group, 2000. A moving account of the author’s experi-
ence of Islam and problems created by the confrontation between
Islam and the modern world.

Endress, G., An Introduction to Islam, trans. C. Hillenbrand,
New York, Columbia University Press, 1988. This standard oriental-
ist introduction to Islam and its history is particularly valuable for its
chronological tables of Islamic history and bibliography of Western
sources on Islam.

Esin, E., Mecca the Blessed, Medinah the Radiant, London,
Paul Elek, 1963. A moving pictorial study of the birthplace of Islam.

Gardet, L., Mohammadanism, trans. W, Burridge, W. F., New
York, Hawthorne Books, 1961. A concise account of both the religion
and history of Islam by a leading Catholic Islamicist with deep
attachment to traditional Catholicism.

Gibb, H. A. R., “Islam,” in the Concise Encyclopaedia of Living
Faiths, ed. R. C. Zaehner, London, Hutchinson, 1959. A summary of a
life time of study of Islam by one of the most perceptive and author-
itative Western scholars of the religion.
Muhammadanism, New York, Oxford University
Press, 1970. A very good summary of Islam especially Islamic Law
and institutions from the perspective of Western scholarship.

Jameelah, M., Islam in Theory and Practice, Lahore,
Muhammad Yusuf Khan, 1967. An uncompromising defense of Islam
before the modern world with a rare sense of discernment and aware-
ness of the real nature of the modern world by an American convert
to Islam.

Jeffrey, A. (ed.), A Reader on Islam, S'Gravenhage, Moulton &
Co. 1962., A selection of basic Islamic texts including the Quran and
Hadith translated into English with care and in a scholarly manner.

Mahmud, Abdel Haleem, The Creed of Islam, trans. Mahmud
Abdel Haleem, London, World of Islam Festival Trust, 1978. A con-
cise account of major aspects of the Islamic creed concerning God, the
Prophet, the angels, revelation and other central topics related to the
creed by the former Shaykh al-Azhar who was a leading authority in
both the exoteric and esoteric dimensions of the Islamic tradition.

Mahmud, S. F., The Story of Islam, London, Oxford
University Press, 1959. A general account of the whole of Islamic his-
tory by a contemporary Muslim author.

Massignon, L., Opera Minora, ed. Y. Moubarac, 3 vols., Beirut,
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PDar al-Maaref, 1963. Contains a series of illuminating studies on dif-
ferent aspects of Islam by one of the most penetrating and sympa-
thetic of Western orientalists.

Maudoodi, S. A., trans. Kh. Ahmad, Towards Understanding
Islam, Lahore, Islamic Publications, 1960. An exposition of Islam by
the well-known modern Muslim scholar directed mostly toward the
social, economic and political aspects of Islam.

Monteil, V., Le Monde musulmane, Paris, Horizon de France,
1963. An excellent pictorial study of the whole of the Islamic world in
all its geographical and ethnical diversity within the embracing unity
of the faith.

Morgan, K. (ed.), Islam, the Straight Path, New York, Ronald
Press, 1958. A collection of essays on different facets of Islam all
written by contemporary Muslim scholars and authorities, ably edit-
ed, and well translated.

Murata, S., The Tao of Islam, Albany (NY), State University
of New York Press, 1992. Making use of the Far Eastern symbolism
of yin and yang, the author presents a profound analysis of the tradi-
tional Islamic teachings concerning gender relationships, drawing
from both the Quran and Hadith and traditional sources written over
the centuries.

Murata, S. and Chittick, W., The Vision of Islam, New York,
Paragon House, 1994. A profound exposition of the various dimen-
sions of Islam based on the hadith of Gabriel and founded on tradi-
tional understanding of the text of the hadith by classical Islamic
commentators. -

Nadwi, Abu’l-Hassan Ali, trans. M. A. Kidwai, The Four
Pillars of Islam, Lucknow, Academy of Islamic Research and
Publications, 1972. The translation of a work of the well-known
Indian “Glim on the basic practices of Islam, namely the daily
prayers, the religious tax, fasting and pilgrimage.

Nasr, S. H. (ed.), Islamic Spirituality-Foundations, New York,
Crossroads Publications, 1987. Contains numerous essays by leading
traditional authorities in both East and West on all aspects of the
teachings of Islam including God, the Quran and its commentaries,
the Prophet and Hadith, eschatology, angelology, the rites and prac-
tices of the religion and the origins of Islamic spirituality.

Nasr, S. H. and Leaman, O. (eds.), History of Islamic
Philosophy, 2 vols., London, Routledge, 1996. Contains essays on all
aspects of Islamic thought as well as the intellectual and philosophi-
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cal dimension of Islam itself. The work consists of essays by both
Muslims and non-Muslim scholars.

Nomachi, A. and Nasr, S. H., Mecca, the Blessed-Medina, the
Radiant-The Holiest Cities of Islam, New York, Aperture, 1997. A
brilliant photographic study of Islam’s holiest cities by a Japanese
Muslim with text by Nasr dealing with the spiritual significance of
these cities and the inner meaning of the hajj.

Padwick, C., Muslim Devotions, London, S.P.C.K., 1961. The
best work in English on prayers which Muslims recite on all occasiong
of life, well chosen and translated.

Renard, T. Seven Doors to Islam, Spirituality and the
Religious Life of Muslims, Berkeley, University of California Press,
1996. In seven sections entitled foundations, devotion, inspiration,
aesthetics, community, pedagogy and experience, the author opens
doors to different facets and aspects of the religious and spiritual life
of Islam.

Schimmel, A. M., Islam-An Introduction, Albany (NY), State

University of New York Press, 1992. A short but all-encompassing
treatment of Islam by one of the leading Western students of Sufism
and Islamic literature, written with sympathy and distilling a life-
time of scholarship in the field of Islamic studies.
Deciphering the Signs of God-A Phenomenological
Approach to Islam, Albany (NY), State University of New York Press,
1994. An in-depth study of certain aspects of Islam which lend them-
selves to a phenomenological approach, especially the sense of the
sacred as it is manifested in religious forms, space, etc.

Schroeder, E., Muhammad’s People, Portland, Bond
Wheelwright, 1955. An outstanding anthology of Islam and Islamic
civilization selected and written with much insight and understand-
ing.

Schuon, F., The Eye of the Heart, Bloomington (IN), World
Wisdom Books, 1997, part one. Contains a profound discussion of
Islamic angelology and the relation between angelology and cosmolo-
gy in Islamic esoterism.

The Transcendent Unity of Religions, trans. P.
Townsend, Wheaton (IL), The Theosophical Publishing House, 1993,
Chapters VI and VII. The most penetrating study available of the
relation between Islam, Christianity and Judaism as well as the
Abrahamic religions and the religious traditions of the rest of Asia.

Understanding Islam, trans. by D. M. Matheson,
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Bloomington (IN), World Wisdom Books, 1994, Baltimore, Penguin
Metaphysical Series, 1972, chapter 1. The best work in English on the
meaning of Islam and why Muslims believe in it, written from with-
in the tradition and addressed primarily to Westerners and also those
Muslims who have become influenced by modern thought.

Sharif, M. M. (ed.), A History of Muslim Philosophy, vol. 1,
Wiesbaden, O. Harrassowitz, Book 11, 1963. The first attempt made in
the Islamic world to study the whole of Islam and its intellectual life
from the Islamic point of view, including a study of the Islamic reve-
lation itself.

Watt, W. Montgomery, What is Islam? London, Longmans,
1968. A summary of the author’s well-known views on Islam.

Williams, J. A., Islam, New York, George Brazilier, 1962. A
well chosen anthology of different aspects of Islam selected from
classical Islamic sources.

Chapter 2: The Quran—The Word of God, The Source of
Knowledge and Action

Arberry, A. J., The Koran Interpreted, 2 vols., London, Allen &
Unwin, 1955. The most poetic translation of the Quran in English and
one which conveys more than any other complete English translation
of the Sacred Book some of the literary qualities of the original.

Asad, Muhammad (trans.), The Message of the Quran,
Gibralter, Dar al-Andalus, 1980. Among the most significant of recent
renderings of the Quran into English with copious comMentaries
emphasizing more the intellectual and rational aspects of the mes-
sage of the Sacred Book.

Ayoub, M., The Quran and its Interpreters, vol. I-vol. 2,
Albany (NY), State University of New York Press, 1984-1992. The
first two of a several volume project containing translations of major
Quranic commentaries from the classical period to the present.

Corbin, H. (with collaboration of S. H. Nasr and O. Yahya),
Histoire de la philosophie islamique, Paris, Gallimard, 1964, Chapter
I. Trans. by L. Sherard as History of Islamic Philosophy, London,
Kegan Paul International, 1993. The first work in a European lan-
guage by the most understanding and penetrating Western authority
on Islamic philosophy which deals with Islamic intellectual life in all
its richness and discusses the role of the Quran as the source and
inspiration for Islamic philosophy.
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‘L'Intériorisation du sens en herméneutique soufie
iranienne,” Eranos-johrbuch, XXVI, Zurich, 1958. An excellent study
of the Sufi method of interpreting the Quran.

Cragg, K., The Event of the Quran, London, Allen & Unwin,
1971. An attempt by a Christian scholar to understand the meaning
of the Quranic revelation as an event which transformed the world
about it.

The Mind of the Quran, London, Allen & Unwin, 1973.
The sequel to The Event of the Quran in which the reception of the
Quranic revelation by the early Islamic community is discussed.

Al-Ghazali, Aba Hamid, The Jewels of the Quran: al-Ghazali’s

Theory, trans. Muhammad Abdul Quasem, London, Kegan Paul,
1983. A translation and explanation of al-Ghazzali’s theory of com-
menting upon the Quran in the light of its inner meaning.
The Recitation and Interpretation of the Quran: al-
Ghazali’s Theory, trans. Muhammad Abdul Quasem, London, Kegan
Paul, 1983. A translation of one of the most authoritative traditional
works on the subject.

Gibb, H. A. R., Muhammadanism, Chapter III. A most bal-

anced and useful treatment of the role of the Quran in the formation
of the social and legal teachings of Islam.
Studies on the Civilization of Islam, Boston, Beacon
Press, 1962. Chapter XI. Contains essays of much interest on the
structure of religious thought in Islam, especially on the Quran and
the Prophet.

Goldziher, 1., Die Richtungen der islamischen Koranausle-
gung, Leiden, Neudruck, 1952. An analysis of the Quran which has
much scientific value by one of the founders of Islamic studies in the
West whose approach, however, is often in discord with the Islamic
point of view especially concerning the Hadith and Sufism.

Haeri, F., Journey of the Universe as Expounded in the
Qur’an, London, KPI, 1985. Treating major themes such as creation,
the story of man, time and eschatological realities on the basis of com-
mentary upon various verses of the Quran.

Man in the Qur’an and the Meaning of Furqan, Blanco
(TX), Zahra Publications, 1982; Heart of Qur’an and Perfect Mizan,
Blanco (TX), Zahra Publications, 1983; Beams of Illumination from
the Divine Revelation, Blanco (TX), Zahra Publications, 1985; Keys to
the Qur’an, 5 vols., Reading, Garnet Publications, 1993. Commen-
taries on various parts of the Quran based on traditional understand-
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I’Oriente, 1926-38. Still one of the most thorough and detailed analy-
sis of Islamic Law in a European language.

Schacht, J., An Introduction to Islamic Law, Oxford,
Clarendon Press, 1964. A detailed survey of Islamic law containing
both a historical and a systematic analysis and an outstanding bibli-
ography by one of the leading European students of the Shariah
who, however, like most other orientalists does not accept the tradi-
tional Muslim view of the origin and role of the Divine Law.

Siddiqi, A. H., Caliphate and Sulianate, Karachi, Jamiyat
Faleh Publications, 1963. A contemporary orthodox Muslim discus-
sion of the caliphate and sultanate.

Thanawi, Mawlana Ashraf “Ali, Beheshti Zewar or Heavenly
Ornament, trans. Maulana Farid-uddin, Delhi, Taj, 1983. The trans-
lation of a well-known work on both Islamic doctrines and the
Shariah by one of the major Islamic scholars of the Indo-Pakistani
subcontinent during the 20th century.

De Zayas, F., The Law and Philosophy of Zakat, Damascus, al-
Jadidah Press, 1960. A thorough study of zakah in both its social
application and religious significance from the Islamic point of view.

Chapter 5: The Tarigah—The Spiritual Path and Its Quranic
Roots

Anawati, G. C., and Gardet, L., La Mystique musulmane,
Paris, J. Vrin, 1961. A systematic yet brief history of Sufism and a
study of the main Sufi spiritual techniques containing much of value
although the point of view is that of considering Sufism as natural
mysticism.

Asin Palacios, M., El Islam cristianazado, Madrid, Plutarco,
1931. Although based on a thesis which cannot be accepted by
Muslims, this work contains a wealth of information on Sufism espe-
cially that of Andalusia written by a Spanish orientalist who devoted
many studies to the Sufis of that land.

Bakhtiar, L., Sufi Expressions of the Mystic Quest, London,
Thames & Hudson, 1997. Copiously illustrated introduction to Sufism
and some of the sciences associated with it treated with devotion.

Bonard, Ch., Le Souftsme—al-tasawwuf et la spiritualité
islamique, Paris, Maisonneuve et Larose, 1991. A sympathetic treat-
ment of Sufism as the expression of Islamic spirituality with an
extensive bibliography of works on the subject in European lan-
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Arabic text. The notes are, however, written from the point of view of
the Ahmadiyyah and do not always reflect the traditional Muslim
understanding of the different verses of the Quran.

Nasr, S. H., Islamic Spirituality-Foundations. Chapters 1, 2
and 3 by S. H. Nasr, K. Brohi and A. Habil deal with the Quran as the
foundation of Islamic spirituality, the spiritual significance of the
Quran and traditional esoteric commentaries upon the Quran, respec-
tively.

Paret, R., Der Koran: Kommentar und Konkordanz, Qum,
Ansariyan, 1981 (reprint of 1977 Stuttgart, Kohlhammer edition). A
useful commentary and concordance for those who want to avail
themselves of German translations of the Quran but also helpful for
the general reader.

Pickthall, M. M., The Meaning of the Glorious Koran, New
York, The New American Library, 1963. The standard translation of
the Quran by an English Muslim that is valuable because of its exact-
ness and conformity to the original.

Rahman, Fazlur, Major Themes of the Qur’an, Minneapolis,
Bibliotheca Islamica, 1980. Although not written from the traditional
point of view, the book contains a very useful discussion of the major
themes contained in the Quran and the verses relating to each theme.

Schuon, F., Understanding Islam, 1963, Chapter II. An unri-
valled analysis of the inner significance of the Quran for Muslims.

Sells, M., Approaching the Qur’an-The Early Revelations,
Ashland (OR), 1999. A highly poetical translation of the early Meccan
chapters of the Quran capturing some of the power of the original
Arabic, with commentaries drawn from traditional sources.

Stanton, H. U. W., The Teaching of the Quran, London,
Central Board of Missions, 1919. Although written by a missionary, it
contains a useful summary of the contents of the Quran and an index
of its subject matter.

Al-Tabari, Abt Ja“far, The Commentary on the Quran, trans.
J. Cooper, Vol. I, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1987. The first vol-
ume in the translation of the abridged version of al-Tabari’s famous
Quranic commentary Jami‘ al-bayan.

Tabataba®i, “Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn, The
Quran in Islam: Its Impact and Influence on the Life of Muslims,
London, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1987. An excellent introduction to
the study of the Quran and the Quranic sciences by one of the lead-
ing traditional Quranic commentators of the 20th century.
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Chapter 3: The Prophet and Prophetic Tradition—The Last
Prophet and Universal Man

Al-Bukhari, Muhammad ibn Isma“il, Sahih al-Bukhari: the
Early Years of Islam, trans. Muhammad Asad. Gibraltar, al-Andalus,
1981. Translation and explanation of the historical sections of the
Sahih al-Bukhari, the most famous of Sunni canonical collections of
Hadith.

Choudhury, G., The Prophet Muhammad-His Life and Eternal
Message, London, Scorpion Publishing, 1993. A contemporary biogra-
phy of the Prophet written by a pious Muslim in the context of mod-
ern Islamic interpretations of his life and Western challenge to the
traditional Islamic view.

Dermenghem, E., The Life of Mahomet, London, Routledge,

1930. A well written and revealing account of the life of the Prophet
which describes especially the spiritual significance of the various
events of his life.
Muhammad and the Islamic Tradition, trans. J. M.
Watt, Woodstock (NY), The Overlook Press, 1981. A sympathetic
treatment of the life of the Prophet and the later Islamic tradition
which followed his earthly message, copiously illustrated.

Dinet, E. and El Hadj Sliman Ben Ibrahim, La Vie de
Mohammed, Prophéte d’Allah, Paris, G. P. Maisonneuve, 1947. A thor-
ough traditional account of the Prophet’s life.

Essad Bey, M., Mahomet, Paris, Payot, 1934. The life of the
Prophet by a European convert to Islam. -

Gheorghiu, G., La Vie de Mahomet, Paris, Gallimard, 1964. A
moving and poetic account of the life of the Prophet by a leading
European novelist and poet showing much sympathy and under-
standing.

Goldsack, W., Selections from Muhammadan Traditions,
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