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This is a work of fiction. Names, characters,
businesses, places, events and incidents are either
the products of the author’s imagination or used
in a fictitious manner. Any resemblance to
actual persons, living or dead, or actual events is

purely coincidental.
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— OK listen, I’ll go get some ice cream for my
daughter. Do you want me to get you some? Or

maybe you’d prefer to tag along?
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— Listen Mister, the only thing I need from you is
to tell me where the closest police station is... I
lost my parents, OK! I can’t find them... And I

am a stranger to this city...

By 8,50 arde Oy ol ;S Ly (ST ) sl

e b 4sge3 Cindody a8y oo Dl oyl aemy OF o2y

13



oyked) ol WG o Igmew o s¥ga Lol Byladl il bl
sda Jiey Y B Ol G (Sl Oy i) Kot
sl pam Oy Bpmas Sigodd 80w B gy df  Awld) iy )
Mgins 3155 OF ehivg Ao 3081 OF jas i o) Loiayg collgg

-

A4S g

- OK, Alright... Calm down now... You’ll be
alright... I won’t leave you until we find a police

officer.
— Thanks. ..

— What’s your name kid? And where are you

from?
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— My name is Ahmed, and I'm from Egypt.
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— Number C115. Window 3 please...
:;L'.:a.\.,g\gmuco.\aﬁ.pd.ocnu}éé
REATE 4%“ -
1JB ol feoldl Cals Buud! Lo

— Hello, how are you today? I'm Sameh, and this

is my fiancé Hanaa. .

— Yes, hi. Please have a seat. We can continue
this conversation in either English, or Arabic.

Your choice.

— We can do either.
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- OK, great. So we've reviewed your
application, and our decision is to proceed with

you to the next step.

(ghdy iy WIS g2 fadg ) Ble sl oy o slia s
L 5 Bl ande ST

- WOW! That's great. And what would be the

next step?

— The next step would be to perform a thorough
medical examination. Here's a list of the
approved, and recognized doctors, and medical
facilities where you can do your tests. After that,
and based on your results, we may ask you to
come back to the embassy for one final
interview. Please remember, you have only 30
days to get the medical examination done, and

have the results returned to us.

- OK, Thank you...
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— Do you have any other questions?

Wiezo slig) 5 4T (s sl s Lo oo 60 Sy ol
Byldd! Bl S gy OF Wy Al & L@l SIS L 13)

YY) PH[

- So, assuming the tests are OK and all, and after
the interview we may need to have with you,
how long would it take to get the immigration

visa?

- I am in no position to provide you with a solid
answer to this question, simply because it
depends on many different factors. However;
normally after the final interview is done, and
based on the agent's recommendations, and
assuming it would be in your favour, you will be
asked to transfer a lump-sum of money to a
Canadian financial institution that is located in

Canada of course. Once we get confirmation the
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funds have been transferred, it may take up to 90
days to receive your immigration visas. Once
you do, you will have 12 months to arrive at any
Canadian port, and register as landed

immigrants.
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Et si tu n'existais pas
Dis-moi pourquoi j'existerais
Pour trainer dans un monde sans toi

Sans espoir et sans regret..
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— Dad, we don't talk while we're eating.
B 8 s 8,2l B O gl g gl

— Yes Dad. You keep telling us not to talk when
we're eating, and here you are talking. I gotta
say Dad, you're not setting a very good example

to your kids.

13,51 daluyly sligd 83, ol 439

— Yes, Carol and Jace. You're both right, and I
apologize. I will continue my conversation with

Ahmed after I finish eating.
A Wige g o) ady demY 5 caslab gl 8p Ldy
Caggel BB ga9 5 &) (2SO . il dl) ydall el

gl YU dex 4l caslab Jgla o gt O) Ly
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— I said we don't talk when we are eating...
ISy Dgloes Y Wb B b Jo domi 5y sl

— Well, since I am not a part of your family, your

rules don't apply to me.

G B Uy &l O oty B el J) sl o

S Caead (Lo YT L e By sl - RCUIEXWe]

ooy Balas] Yylbus cdubzall dmn) b COLas pelu 13
lsd yge

— He's right sweetie, and also I am done eating,
so Ahmed and I can talk. Please finish your meal
SO you can join our conversation if you wish.

You too Jason.
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Sts
— Don't cry Ahmed. Every thing is going to be
OK. My Dad will take care of you.

'C\.Loj\ e ead & pudl c:aad\ ce\...» 2 Aol HBS

- OK, Let's go to the police station.
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— Yes sir, how can I help you?

B 331 i gall 1d 75 B sl ¢ 4%

— First of all, thank you for meeting with us. I
can only imagine how busy you are, and rest
assured that it's not due to lack of respect to the
force. Rather, this is a very delicate matter, and I
only did not want to waste anybody's time
explaining it to them, to figure out later that it's

above their pay grade.

L0 By 0 Joewd $SII 2 sl AEIN Aodol sdn ay

o)ty 135 D341

— We are all at your service sir. Go ahead please.
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— Very delicate situation indeed, and you were
right in insisting to see me. Here's what's going
to happen. I'm going to notify all units after we
get Ahmed's description of his parents. How tall
they are, what they are wearing. Any and all
other details that may help us locate their
whereabouts. You mentioned he last saw his

parents about five hours ago, right? Then, it's
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very likely they are already looking for him.
They might even have reached out to one of our
mobile units looking for their son. In the
meantime, you are to be thanked. What you did
is very noble. You can leave Ahmed with us, and

will have social service look after him.

— Umm.. No disrespect sir, but I will not leave
Ahmed. I will stay with him until your team

manage to locate the whereabouts of his parents.
(g Aol JBg (Gdowie Yl doud) 4l s
- You can leave now, and we...
S8 ce\..o anbd
— I know I can, but I chose not to, Sir.

— Ok, as you wish, but this may take several

hours.
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— Appreciate your concern, but I will be Ok.
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— As to reporting you, I have a much better idea.
I will report you to the Health Ministry, and
bring them a sample of the rotten deli meat you
ask us to re-purpose, and shove it in the

breakfast sandwiches you sell to the public.
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And I'm gonna press charges against you for

harassment.
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— Hey Janice, sorry to bother you on your

weekend.

— Yeah no problem, what's up? Is everything

Ok?
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— Umm... Janice, listen. I won't be able to come

in tomorrow, and maybe the rest of the week.

Do you think you can cover for me?

— You know I can, but what's wrong?
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— I don't know what's wrong. At least not yet.
Just do me a favour, and pray for me. Pray that

God gives me wisdom as I really need it.

— Sam, I have no idea what's going on, but I've
known you for some time now, and I know
you're a man of God. I will pray for you, and
you can tell me all about it later if you want. Just
don't forget to call your superior at the Pharma
company, and tell him you won't show up this

week.

— Thanks Janice, and yes I will tell you all about

it later. Bye for now.

Oy I3uoms LGl o) (llaoly sl g addbus sl day
(A gr ool !
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— Mr. Schmitt, how are you?

- Hey Sam, Hanaa called and briefed me about
what happened, and I am on my way over to
you. Should be there in half an hour, but let me
ask you one question: What do you plan on

doing?

O b Ladls  osloall oo 09T o) 2 prsls S & gl
OF oy uols JB adey o gogall o B Sy llly ¢ 1oy (Blgh
t M e 1y S (B3R yaE

— Aaron, this kid's parents have disappeared...
Don't ask me how I know it, I just do. They are
gone, and they are not coming back. So here's
the bottom line: There's no way on earth that
I'm gonna leave this station without him. No
way in hell, you hear me? No fucking way that

I'm gonna let the kid go into some sort of social
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service custody. So come down here quickly,
and do your thing.

1B (o (ol Lgrom Bl Sy el UG
- You're a stubborn Egyptian Mr. Iskaros. I
know you, and most importantly I know this
tone of yours. Don't worry, I think I know what
needs to be done. Just hang in there, I'm on my
way.
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- So?

o0 S day o Ll ST o WY D Coed Al Cup
Rl

- Well, it wasn't easy, but you can leave with the

kid now, and they will be in contact with you.

Everybody in the station at this point is of the

opinion that the parents have disappeared under

suspicious circumstances, and doubt they will be

back.

- What do you mean by ‘suspicious

circumstances"?

- I don't know yet... Mr. Gallagher did not share

such information with me.

- OK, fair enough. So, can we go now?
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— Not before you sign on some papers, and also

they need to fingerprint the kid.
Pt o] b JB o B fa5 B

- The kid's got a name Schmitt, and it's
Ahmed... And why do they need to fingerprint

him?
tela O ade b (o) sl Bigd Aglows By

— Ahmed doesn't have any identification papers.
You forgot? This is a security measure, and

routine procedure.
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- Daddy is here!!
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— Come, let's go play Mortal Kombat.
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— So? Any news?

— Mr. Iskaros, I'm afraid I have some troubling

news for you.
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- I had my guys continue working on this all
night last night, and after checking all
surveillance cameras recordings, we found what
we believed to be Ahmed's parents heading over

to the US borders. After checking with the US
159



authorities, they have confirmed their identities.
It was them, and they have crossed the borders

leaving their son behind, intentionally.

o Lo LISG (s OF 093 ol iy (palus s Coan]
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— We asked our friends on the US side to check
with the Buffalo airport as we suspected they
might have attempted to leave the country, and
a confirmation came back. They have left the
North American continent yesterday afternoon

heading for Egypt.
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— I personally came here to see you as I yesterday
saw a good man in you, and didn't wish anyone

else to break the news to you.
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— No... No... I don't believe it... Why? I mean
how... How can a father... and a mother leave

their own kid behind in such horrific way.

— I am terribly sorry Mr. Iskaros for being the

bearer of bad news.
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— So what now? And please, tell me anything, I
mean anything, but not that we have to let
Ahmed go under some sort of social service

custody.
‘e g:i ‘;9 d\.éj op sl Y- ded! w:rl

— For now, I have no doubt in my mind that
Ahmed is safe with you. However; as a
representative of the crown, I have to make my
recommendation to the court that we do just
that. On the other hand, you will need to prove
to the court that you are Ahmed's best option at
this point in order for the judge to allow you to

keep him. That of course if you want.
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— Aaron, I need you right away. How long do

you think it will take you to be here?

- Yes... And good morning to you too Sam.
Should be there in an hour, maybe an hour and

half depending...
:cﬁ\.» anb
— Twenty minutes and you be here.
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- Aaron, Ahmed's parents have left him behind

intentionally at Niagara, and are on their way
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back to Egypt as we speak. They took a plane
from Buffalo. We will keep Ahmed, and nothing
on this earth will force us to let him go, so here's
what we need you to do. First, and foremost,
Ahmed is not to know that he was left behind
this way. Second, we don't care how much this
is going to cost, he is to stay with us. Make it

happen. Am I making myself clear?
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— I want eggs and bacon.
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— What's Halal?
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— What's Sharia?
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—Jace, honey, Ahmed is Muslim, and as a
Muslim, he has to eat only what his faith allows

him to.

— Oh yeah, like Danny, but Danny is Jewish, and

he doesn't eat anything they serve at school.
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— It's not exactly like that Jace, but yes, Danny is
Jewish, and the food that he is allowed to eat has
to be Kosher. So you see, all Muslims have to eat
only Halal food. And bacon is not Halal, so

that's why they can't eat it.
oY Ao @rge Blrldadl Jga o0 Ogulr # 0
— What?? You can't eat bacon?
yohell 3 Jazald (sl oS g0 anly dei A
— That's not fun!! Bacon is so delicious...
S sl 05! BYvILp)

— Jason, religion is not about having "fun"... It's
about following what your religion is telling you

is right. Now, stop talking and let us all pray.
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— So, Aaron? What's the news?

- Yeah... Hi Sam, I'm good. Trust you are too.
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— Sorry Aaron, we're just very apprehensive.

Hope you are well.

- I am, and have good news for you. After four
long hours of talking to Mr. Gallagher, he agreed
to endorse you guys to social service, and
recommend that Ahmed to stay with you as you
are currently his best option. That being said,
you should expect a visit from a social service

agent in the coming couple of days.
— A visit from a social service agent? What for?

— Sam, they have to inspect your house, and also
interview all of you guys, in order to determine
whether what they will see, and hear form you

meets their expectations.

— Oh! OK, that's understandable... But while I
appreciate this is just the formality of it, I still

would like you to be present during this
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"inspection’ to make sure that everything would

be done legally.

— No problem at all, just one question though.

Ua.:...a Lo ge ol St

— I know this may not be any of my business, but
I was just wondering why are you guys helping
Ahmed? I mean I know Muslims are not really

fond of Christians in Egypt, and vice versa.

— I am just a human being helping another. And
Aaron, I truly appreciate your help into this
matter, but please don't forget that I pay for
your services, and I believe I pay you goddamn
good money for it. I only ask that you stay
focused, do your job, and never ask me such

stupid question again. And one more thing... It's
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time to figure out a way to get Ahmed some
official documents. Summer is almost over, and

don't want him to miss school.
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— Who's the cute kid?
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- His name is Ahmed, and he's the reason why I

couldn't show up the past few days.

— Oh!! Oh, OK ...
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- Well I'm glad you and Hanaa are OK, because

I thought there may be an issue between you

two.

- No, not at all.
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— Take all the time in the world, and don't worry
about a thing. I got this. But what are you gonna

do with your job at the Pharma company?

— I don't know Janice. I thought about resigning,
but I can't do that, especially now. Not only I
need the money, but most importantly the
contacts and connections. I just don't know how
am I gonna be able to skip work each Friday. I
mean I can make it up and work on Saturdays,

but not Fridays.
- What's special about Fridays?

- Well, Jews got Saturday to worship, Christians

got Sunday, and Muslims got Fridays.
— Still don't follow...

- Janice my dear, Ahmed is Muslim, and I intend

doing everything in my power that he remains

that way, and one way of doing that is to take
188



him to the mosque every Friday. At least in the

summer when there is no school.
S Ly I g o wi
- You're joking right?
B CeSawld c@&-\#&ﬁl&ﬁmgcﬁu}h

— Are you out of your mind? I mean, you can't
possibly be serious about that. You know what

the bible teaches us.

:J@ cgolw ) i e 8,0 &;3

- Yes I know. The bible teaches us to love thy

neighbour, and I am trying to do just that.
— But this is not what I meant.

- I know what you meant Janice, but this is not
what's inside me right now. Don't ask me to

explain it, because I can't. All I know is that as
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long as this kid is under my roof, he is to keep
his faith, and yes I will take him to the mosque
every Friday, and yes I will make sure that he
doesn't forget his Arabic, and God help me, I

will teach him the Qur'an myselfif I have to.
— But what if he decides otherwise?

— Then it's his decision, and I sure will respect

that.

PERPANCTNC I JEVEL I - L N TR E OV T

2 IYL]

- You're a good man Sam, and I just hope you
know what you're doing, because based on what
I know about the Egyptian community in
Canada, both Ahmed, and yourself may get
rejected by both, the Muslim and the Christian
side. I just hope you are ready to accept your

inevitable fate of becoming an outcast.
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— Janice, this is exactly why I asked you to pray
that God would give me wisdom. I know I
wasn't in Niagara Falls that day haphazardly. I
believe all what I am, what I have become was
only a preparation for this moment. I also
believe there is a divine plan set before me here,
and I only pray that God would guide me
through this, because it's bigger than me, and I

am scared.

— I will not stop praying for you, and for Hanaa.

I promise you that much.
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- I hope you realize that your silence is not

helping the situation Aaron.

ot ) JB ctogi o s 3Bl S
— I'm sorry Sam. I was just thinking about the
legal ramifications of this note, but more
importantly, I am shocked. I have to say I am
appalled that this note was actually sent by

someone who dares to call himself a lawyer, and

a Canadian one. They should know better. I
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mean this note is only shy from being a proof of

a hate crime.

— Tell me something I don't know. My question

to you is, how can we fight back?

— Fight back?! Not sure I follow Sam. this note
will be dismissed by the court in the first

hearing. I guarantee you that much.

— Aaron! Do I really need to tell you to focus,
and stop telling me what I already know? What I
mean is this: After the dismissal of this note, I
want to file a lawsuit against the church. This is
war, and it wasn't declared by me. It seems they
just can't control their hatred of this young boy.
The fact they actually dared to think they can
remove Ahmed from this residence, and put
him in the custody of social service is nothing
short from being pure evil, and I will retaliate

with everything I have.
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- The people at the mosque didn't dare to do
something like that, and once we showed up one
Friday escorted by the police, that was that.
Some of them actually came to thank me the

other day for what I am doing for Ahmed.
oSNl s 2ok b T Caed dendl G gl
gl aeke ory B )
- So what do you want to do Sam?
Doty ol dahe 8oy (A dade o wiS ol o]
Je

— I want you to carry an all out assault on the
church, and make sure they will be charged with

committing a hate crime.
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— I will not back down until this Philopater is
either thrown in jail, or forced to leave the

country.

Wl (B iy oo el prsls Y

- I need to know where you stand Aaron, and
now. It's either you're with me all the way, or I

will find myself another attorney.

- Don't question my intentions again Sam. I am
with you until the end, but I also have the
responsibility as your attorney to ensure you
understand the ramifications of doing
something like that, especially that proving a
hate crime in Canada is not an easy task. Never—
mind that the process is a very lengthy one, it is

very costly as well.
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— You can have the Arabic ones translated, and
present it to the court. As to the one with
Philopater's handwriting, we can request an

expert's confirmation that it is indeed his own.

Lilgr gd] oIy B3ggall Dyl Al male (135
Guoes JBg (domads M}E..ui CJ”B dd dgl Cal 4o
:gs‘\"‘d‘

— On this CD, you will find three files, one has a
voice mail from Philopater himself minutes after
I kicked him out of here few months ago, clearly

threatening me, and my family. The second one,
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a clip captured by one of the security cameras I
have installed in front of the house, showing a
group of masked people vandalizing my
property, and damaging my car, and more
importantly, it shows Philopater himself
standing in the  background, clearly
orchestrating the whole thing. The third file is
another clip of him during his weekly mass
speech, speaking about "love". We need the court
to assign an expert to confirm his identity on the

files.

- Game on! But one question though. Why
didn't you present this to the authorities right

after it happened?
— To give them enough rope to hang themselves
with it.

- OK, no time to waste. Will start by filing a

complaint to the police department, and
210



officially request to put you under protective

surveillance. OffI go...
g (ol Eod Cond Aol LB (Jiell S e

— I haven't seen anyone love a kid, who is not his
own like you do... Should I initiate the process

to legally adopt Ahmed?

s e sld Oge sl cw:)\l.oﬁcawwdmy

— I think you know the answer to that question
Aaron. However; we need to discuss this with

Ahmed first, and ask him what he wants.

— Of course. And I also suggest that you talk to
your kids about it. Enjoy the rest of your

evening.
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— Aaron, the past few months have been a roller
coaster, and I know I've been a jerk to you
sometimes, and for that I would like to
apologize. Also, I want to thank you for sticking
around. This cheque is not just your fees, rather

a token of appreciation for all you've done.

i) e gy A8 Ay Doty (el S gl o

-

ZJ\.‘B}

- But Sam, I can't, and won't accept your

money.

W&T&rﬁ\‘;bﬁﬁj\w\bidﬁj c@.«w@u,}a
i) ﬁréﬂ\ 3 iwld (Codt o) amd gy OIS

- Sam, I am a Jew, and Jews have for so long
been rejected by pretty much everyone in the
world. And to this day, prejudice is being
practiced against us in so many different

countries, and on so many different levels.
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Seeing you fight for Ahmed, for his right to
exist, and watching you protect him the way you

did, and still do, made me feel...

Sy A oplin Bylas dlnd Cudodl 8 G dd! LBy

giod Aglowe 2 Cadodl @ Wiy o iy Jo Al
:cau

- Well, let's just say, I will not allow you to take

all the credit. Besides, the church withdrew

Philopater from Canada to save him from his

imminent destiny, so nothing really happened

that deserves me charging you anything.
Olasl jady crualw o Builpe Gl 8 8 (2 gl OF
' JB Wgw @ =9 Jroug (it el ‘“55.“.5;-

— But Aaron, you've done a lot, and invested a

lot of your time, and...
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- And you did too. You, your wife, and your
kids. And this is not the end of it. Don't forget
the adoption process for example. So save your
money for this one.

Icﬁ\.w JB (el Cwld S 5}';5 ey

— I really don't know what to say except, thank
you very much. At least, let us invite you, and
your wife over for dinner. Hanaa makes the best

brisket.
S ol dgely Lo po Commads el esit]

— Only if'it's kosher.
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— Shabbat shalom Aaron. How are you?

— Gut Shabbos Sam, and I am good. Listen, will
keep it short as I am not supposed to do this on a
Saturday, but I think God will understand. I
have good news, we will finally see a judge in
about ten days, and the news I heard are very
favourable. That's why I thought of sharing this
with you as soon as I heard it. You guys have
been waiting for a long time. Will let you go

now. Be well.
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- How much do you love Ahmed?
1By Ll YL Ogulyr 3L

— I love him as much as I love The Leafs, and

that's a lot.

& e Balo Oy ( Spell Gk ppe Jadll Opulr O
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— I love him as much as anyone could possibly

love a brother.
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- OK, great... So prepare yourselves that in less
than two weeks, Ahmed will officially be your

brother.
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- Don't be afraid pumpkin, mommy's OK.

g Shawld cegﬁ\ iU pdgy)S Camdl) g sld Wy ol S PJ
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— But mom, you're bleeding from your nose.

— I am just happy to hear the news we got. I am
tired though, and will have daddy take me back
to bed.
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- Jason, you know I love you, right?
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— And do you know how much I love you?

— No, how much?
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- Exactly as much as I love Caroline, and as

much as I love Ahmed. No more, and no less.
(@ou dlug (alms ggdy o 8,12y Ogulr ably
- And do you love mom as much?
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— Actually, I love your mom more than all of

you, and....
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- Liar! If you do love her, you would've taken

her to see a doctor, but you want her to die.
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— You all need to understand, and believe in on

thing: God is in control, all the time.
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— It's an emergency, need an ambulance for my
mom... we found her on the floor, and seems

she's bleeding through her nose... where's a lot

of blood on the floor... and on the bed too...
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- OK, will dispatch an ambulance to you right
away, but stay with me on the phone. What's

your name, and how old are you?
— My name is Ahmed, and I am 14.

- Are you alone with your mom in the house

Ahmed?

- No, I have my grandma who's with me in
mom's bedroom, and with my sister too. My

dad's at work.
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— Carol, call dad and tell him to come home

right away.
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— Ok son, I want you to get near to you mom as

I need to ask you few questions.
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- Ok, I'm close to her now...

gt o7 ey oo gl Yylows DL ST e oy
bl Aol plow

— Is your mom unconscious? Can you see if she's

breathing?

— She's unconscious... but still breathing... and

there's a lot of blood on the floor.

L Jglmg (gl B iy et M3 ol adazy o]
B axigs

- Ahmed, I need you to try and calm down, and
help me with this so I can help your mom until
the ambulance arrives. Is your mom still

bleeding from her nose? Or did it stop?

- No... no more blood coming out, but it seems
she bled a lot cause there is blood all over her
chest and on her bed, and on the floor too.
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— Now try and turn her on her side.
- Ok...

- What's your mom's blood type?

— O+... Oh wait, I think the ambulance is here.

Yes they are, as well as the firefighters.

— Go open the door for them, and I will remain

on the line until they're in.
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— Mr. Iskaros, I'm afraid I don't have very
encouraging news. We suspect your wife has
leukaemia, however; we can only confirm after
few more tests. She has lost quite a bit of blood,
and we've given her blood transfusion. She's
stable now, still unconscious though. Will keep

her with us in the ICU for few days.
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— Sam. You can go see her in the ICU, but try

not to wake her up.
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- Welcome back. Please rest, and try not to

speak.
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- You can stay, but not for long, and please try

not to make her talk.
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- You don't tell me what to do. You're not my

father...
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— I have bad news. ..
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- Don't worry Dad, everything is going to be
Ok.
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— Can I come with you to the hospital?
Oy | Lar s JB9 cadib axr g Tl |

- Your mom is in the ICU, and they don't allow
a lot of visitors. Only your Grandma and I will
go see her today, and depends on what the

doctor will say, I may bring you all tomorrow.
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— Ahmed, you're in charge. Call, or text me if

there's anything.
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— Jason, I love you, and don't want what

happened last night to be repeated. Please. ..
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— OK... So who wants breakfast? I can make

some waffles.
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— Just make sure the eggs are Halal.
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- What is wrong with you lately? Why are you
being a jerk to everybody?

- Not everybody, just him!
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— Is this new attitude hip lately? Being a bastard

is in fashion now?
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— We all know who the bastard in this house is,

and it's not me.

OF Jod axddgl dgylS ST (Uguilorg o o i iy OF 51
QUL IpY \.\...3.

- What?! You two are going to fight? Now?

Here? While mom's in the hospital?

Oy yadYl Aoy 3148l ol conty OF are by o i
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— And you too, either go to your room, or leave.

Go to any of your friends. Just make sure not to

be late.
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- Dad has enough already, and can't deal with
having two idiots under his roof right now. Just

remember that. ..

ekt
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- Good morning Mr. Iskaros, you wife is awake.

She's been awake for few hours now.
- Good morning. And how is she doing now?

— Her condition is stable now, still very fragile

though.

— Has the Doctor seen her?
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— Yes, the Doctor saw her about half an hour
ago, and asked me to let you know that she

would like to speak to you.
- Where is she?

— She's doing her round, and should be back in

an hour or so. Will let her know you're here.

- OK, thanks. Can we go in now?

- Yes, but try not to make her talk too much.

- We won't. Thank you very much.

ran s ply gl Je il S anuis wle e g

Bugd! Ygbows 1gal L3y s 4815 Rolut] slid Covmacts] . ghas

CS ST (Buome s B 5lgs OF S @iy (geyy o0
By gl dgad Y o gt

266



Ney:N|| 6*5 w}\’:}b \.@J )Ubij Wwle> S kSL" Cﬁ\—d <)

kB pimy Wy i Joley Uy g by i1 B gl
@l (Cododl o slin 8y e sl uSTT OF

Cagl S 3,y eSW0 —
Lol Byghe (29 CIBy (g Loy - oy slid 4] s

T 5T pY) g §5lne Al B 4] By (S s —
Syl ey 38T e 5h Jleaty el (B ayg 3979 v
B USEL) ot gl sy dhas Jusl J) 1 NS e

(ks ?"U‘ 69 4 g

o gl o sla by e ay Rad s s sl Sy o]
o] e b OLL o o) Ll B S S Y
By U &l Jo Il ks Sy et o ST gegey B
Slast Condy (gl wpdist OF BRI Gy g
S Loy Bragiadl geges gl 55 Y 2 gyl

267



OB o )l OFI (o Lag Blonl 33y M (Olkd deSns
RO RPE INW TR NUE A R PET

ol B Jé cd\SﬂAT il cﬁ\.« o
jwémarbuﬁ.\.;\—

s o0 AL é}o.\.hj CIBg (83 9oodl 8y slin Sl

ij t}wb La o er\ ‘"5'1 ‘!Q dgsl —

1 5y @bl o3 o il sl I8 L e 08
CIBy (o asls o sl (S W gl sdgy gy @z OF
TP el gy

gLs £y Y (ale b 83 bl el ol Jesly i BT -
Yy sl dug 3 S Al T Yy Slkes Y 05 JB Yy
by Codl B Bl Lo M) C3 e Ul x> o i
Ol u,.‘b v&.ﬁ Sy ddad) c,,.pi dple fwg c.ﬂ\anj JLall

268



g gy "o Ol Byl B Sk @:rf.a U oS cos allays

sla s andb Lo 105e awly Lagl cotlad

Okd o8 Eondl B dsly (pd (S sbr B8 e ol £
GBIl diiaely Addhedl UpdSI B AWl ladry e

Lo 0,88 5 W8 O e LY £y 09 bl

Joed b wlemd Bl Sbu aislS” Ges oMST o b alid
oo A s Y I AT e od ol JI B 2 Juasy!
slr jasd ga Wy OGN iyl Cidas | B galger psis Bl
Rala)l ks Al Bladll e Bagdl e Ldd Cdlad oyed
plaay Lo 072 (Pl (0 dogarme o g Ay Sl
2 e by e JI ol O G Al i b
O DBy b mewy oy Bl A O G (ool

[ 0L asbl agd> B Tug OF |8 .agdl @ 35S

269



o g B sl Ol Byle . J Jo &) drlos i LA —
255 Bple ly (g £y Vg Ankesdl fomaa Yy Al sl Joraa
!

\.@.‘LJ Ok u.gg.’i FERS o @L.c LY
fehl 2

ol Gilddl Je BaUl Db 85l By OLL ougs
B (il Gl sﬂ\j \gﬂ:.,e&lj

ey (gl B2l o 1B L O s 15819 Obj
(S Sl B 0gaiaST 1S e cslin wie MV b Wl
Wl O dlope JS7 sy (S @Ml 1 (S s by
Wby Dhall (0 Loy Wajgr ol LISy g 135
Wigr (- om Bg Lo oo (B J> 5 Lty A1 5L Jlas
() Wy o B g ley d e 4l ) O
S Ll 2y M Al oSS T Al sa s
S 1P5ky (g JSU ) Bple 1" sk OS5, e Al

270



BB bl gl Ly e e I" "Nl wllel bl
o b o D Wiy Wi eew "t o Bl
b,

By dedsedl SN A s O] Eglodl o by
bl U1 dsls e ladalis W (el ey i

oA B3y @ na) o Y

Sz iy @dys8 o WS W Ul oy SIS sla —
o Wy s IS aean OISy codam 63 Lagd )
(eiamy Ll (eadis e Lary b dm ag By WVl ol
Uorins Byl Lo dodld s UI" 1 CIBy dvanll guie B IS
By LS 49 Sl o Wy 4l om 4 03 O
O Yy Ol oo 03 ol JI e S @IS ¢ LT 9065 Bilgal!
Olis wll sgaday N o £)0 oS T Yy duS e
gl Jorims Ul gy oo o) Logasty gl o 19 oy
Jyresa W@l Byl Ul 23 Aoy 25l 3] Gpom &) > Y
" g g (DM A

271



ChaSanly (g5 OF 095 (B Lggrg Jo OLL ¢ 403 CIlw
Loy gt $UB) Jalows WG . Lgalel pudlr sl OF 2wl LgabIS
Lo Uly 4 adis sl JBy #ylul sl ary b dsle oo —

g 83 aseidl gally b &) Ly oe Cbly Aol Jolt Jgb
O adea gl BuSThe oS OIS

JBg ¢ el é\jj\ J...E%”J P (et Rt ool o
S Ayl 2 U ls 0L

\.@.’.‘..9) ej‘ri& UT) —

272



273



AR

or sz o dadlaadl Akl cBly pbl dnizy y9p0
aeld] Dyl Agho dadr Lgas Coder OF day Slbg ¢ il
oax W Sy OYsladl G cdid Of day (S Llayl B e
o b oslg) Lal o WS g grle] Al B LSl
A Y1y anlell IO Sy uB Ly candgs Of

P9 chmll psl Ls M dadipe Lgael) sba gy O
(B (giBgs sl i 8,50 A glows

- You know, with this spirit, you could actually

beat it if you submit to treatment.

— Thanks Doctor, but I've made up my mind.
After all, we all going to die one day, and I just

want to leave with dignity.

— I understand, and respect that.
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- How long?
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- We don't know exactly, and nobody can
confirm, especially after her declining

treatment.
blr] plow J& mole geos Oy Wy (ol dgbll Cone
B Wi e

— Mr. Iskaros, you need to understand that what
I am about to say is my personal opinion. I think
anywhere between 4-6 months. Maybe less,

maybe more. I just can't say for sure.
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— Just make sure whatever time is left for her, is
going to be memorable. Lastly, here's some
information about hospice care, it may be useful

for her, as well as the kids and yourself.
— Thank you.
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- I'm sorry mom, I just missed you so much.

- I know you did, and it's OK, me too I missed

you so much, and I needed this hug.
1By g byl S Ogmlrg oY slia &yl

- I also need a hug from you too guys.
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- Aaron, thank you for coming, and for

everything. ..
- You're most welcome my dear.

— I would like to change a couple of things in my
will. First, I want to be cremated, and no big
funeral and all that. Just the direct family, and

that's it.

o s Y e S A Sl ) B ) ele
g
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— Also, all my assets are to go to Sam, on the
condition that he is to sell my pharmacy, and the
two condos I own in downtown. From the
proceeds, he is to deposit a total amount of

$1,000,000 into Ahmed's bank account.
g o0 sld ] O day Condd dredl Sl

— Consider it done. Anything else you would like

to amend in your will?

— No... Everything else stays the same. My only
request is to get it adjusted as soon as possible so

I can sign on it before my condition worsens.
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— Hey Jace... Dinner is ready, and dad asked me

to check on you. He said it's OK if you don't feel
hungry.
e \.AM(.J &l AT L axsi JL»} Oyl ('*“-"’1

- Hey, do you remember when mom used to
take us to St. Jacob's Market every Saturday

morning during the summer?

- Yes of course, how can I forget?
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— I used get a hot dog sandwich from that guy...

Best hot dog in Ontario.

- Well if you come down for dinner, maybe we

can go next weekend.
1By i LS s @)
— Not gonna sit on the same table with that guy.
oy S8y (e A OF day (d9ylS g

- Listen Jace, you're not the only one who misses
mom, we all do, and we're all sad, angry, and I
personally don't understand why did God allow
this to happen. But I know that God is good, and
I also know that while we have lost a mother,

dad has lost a...
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- Save it sis. Dad didn't lose anything. He is
richer now than he was before. He cashed in a

fat insurance policy.

- You don't know what you're talking about,
and if you think that about dad, then you don't
even know him... He loved mom with every

ounce in him.
S HE o & 4l aY )WB e Ogwlr Cadg

— If he loved her like you say, he would have
taken her to see a Doctor when it was still early.
But no, he did not for the sake of his highness
Ahmed-The-Great.

Gl Sl jamd o dg)lS alanus o) HSCawly Lias B
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- Wake up Carol... Our mother died because of

Ahmed, and because of dad's negligence.

- Give it up already. It's been over three years
Jason. How can you still think that way? How
can you say something horrible like that? This is

extremely unfair.

- You can live in denial all you want, but not
me. I am holding them both responsible for the

death of my mother.

gy (& oS o

— You're such a self-centered idiot. How can
you still think this after we sat with mom, and
she told us that it was what she wanted. It was

her decision not to go see a Doctor.

- And you believed her? You don't think that
dad forced her and shoved those words down

her throat, do you? How naive you are!!
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- You are such an idiot. ..
(o) Bl Dy e Compry (LIS el o) e
o5 o O gy oSU gl oo Wl e Ll e Co
S
Al sy oyl Oy Jady
— If he gets hungry he knows what to do. Just
let's give him his space.
by cb&},.wgﬂ\ @}d\ dall) o &dﬁj Aol O3kiwl Laday
[l Suay ( Jidl 4 B 4l ()8 g OF sl
- So, tell me everything.
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— Please dad, don't be angry at Jason. He doesn't
know what he's talking about.
L of ST Sy ccAL..J doo Wl 4l dyliay sl Cige O
Sl b s aaliay o) g OB L Loy ol e 4 Al
AN sl Glls adTy (clls WS Sl B o 4 anl Wb
1Oy sgg Y JB S e o2 )1 e
— I promised you that I won't do anything, and
you're right, he doesn't know what he's talking

about. But, you just have to promise me one

thing.
— Sure dad, anything you want.

— Stay close to your bother, and no matter what,

you never call him an idiot again.

— Oh dad, but he is.
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— Seems you forgot that he's my son, and if he's

an idiot, that means I am too.
- No! I didn't mean that.

- I know you didn't, but don't forget that.

Promise me.

- Ok dad, I promise.
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- Hey Jace, are you going out?
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— Ain't it obvious?

B an gl 2B (03 i po ozl sl

— Don't care for your attitude young man.
You're walking on thin ice here, and a word of

advice, don't test my patience.
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— I'm pretty sure everybody in the restaurant at
the end of the plaza heard you, but like me,
didn't understand a thing. Dina my dear, please
go back to work, and look after the patients

outside. If they're still here that is.

a2 Soudl Ygbue auly Kb oiads s sl cafy)
tCBy (s Cals G el Gl L o)

— Don't care what this is about, but you just
don't talk to an employee like that. Appreciate

what you're going through Sam, but you know
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better, and the last thing we need is to have

anybody breath down our necks right now.

- You don't understand Janice...

Rl cJe 4&5&5\%&3’3 Lad g din 415 L Lgds a8

— Oh! Don't tell me they still believe in the likes
of Reinhard Benedictus! Don't they know he's
an imposter? A false prophet, and his so called

"Miracle-Crusades" are staged?
— Obviously they don't.

- Well, it's easier to believe lies than digging
deep for the truth. But still my dear Sam, this
cannot be repeated. Make sure to apologize to

Dina before your leave.

— Shall do.
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— Hello, is this Mr. Iskaros?
— Yes this is he, and you are?

— I'm detective Malone, and this is detective

Drew.
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— Umm... Forgive me gentlemen, but what is

this about?

D9S hwadell Jé sl i dolacyl

- We prefer to have have a cup of coffee in your

office sir.
— Yes of course. Please come in.
1B 0gl o 2y slaa! Ay Egdod! B Oglle el Ty

- We work for CSIS, and understand that Mr.
Ahmed Al-Masry is your adopted son. Is that

correct?
el g.,.Uc d.,ls«j N dedda)! S o cAL.o sliw!

- Forgive me gentlemen, but can we skip the
theatrics, and go straight to the point please?
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- We regret to inform you that your son has

been mingling with very bad people Mr. Iskaros.
- Elaborate please.

— Only if we have your word this conversation
remains within the walls of this office, and that

you will react wisely.

NS (g 9o d}E}Sb Ry b RV-RE T cco\.» o A
edadal) S

- Look, I have the feeling that you know this
about me, but in case you don't, I'm a straight
forward kind of guy. That being said, and if you
are not going to cut to the chase, and if I am not
in a legal trouble that requires you to arrest me,

I'm afraid I'm going to have to ask you to leave.
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— Mr. Iskaros, please sit down, and try to contain

yourself’

gar Y ey S 0T Oglle ekl 4w b 10S
.ggﬁ\

- Rest assured we are here only as a personal
favour requested by Mr. Schmitt. He's a good
friend of my father, and asked me to have an

informal conversation with you.
— Schmitt? Aaron Schmitt?

— Himself... See, few individuals at Al-Farouk
mosque have been under surveillance for some
time now, and few weeks ago, a new member
has joined their weekly gatherings. That new

member is your son, Ahmed.
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— But that's not possible. I mean Ahmed's
schedule is pretty much full, and moreover; I

know his whereabouts all the time.

- Sir, instead of attending his weekly Arabic

lesson lately, he joins the other consortium.
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JW@ (e Qigg. OL, T H c.ojj\ ug c()}‘\.ﬁ
— And who are they?

- We are in no liberty to divulge this
information, but all we can tell you is that we
have reasons to believe it's a home grown

radicalized cell.
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— That's impossible... I don't believe you. I know

Ahmed, and he would never...
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- We don't want you to jump to conclusions.
We are not yet suggesting that your son is an
active member, nor is participating in any
suspicious activity. We do know however; that
he attends their meetings, and that puts him in a

very difficult position. I trust you understand.
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- What we recommend you doing is having a
conversation with your son, and put some words
of wisdom in his ears. Simply put, we will not

allow anybody to exercise any sort of aggression

against this country.
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— It also comes without saying that after Ahmed
comes back to his senses, we expect his full

cooperation in order to protect this nation.
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— What the hell is going on?

— No idea, but I can tell you this is the first time

I've seen dad like that.
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- So?! Should we go down, and be with him? Or

go back to our rooms?

- Since when do you care?
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— My gut tells me to be close to dad. I think he

needs us with him.
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— I called on you to tell you that I am leaving.

- But you can't!!

- Yes I can, and will... Just watch me. And yes, I

will sign on whatever waiver you need, just

make it quick.
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- Dad, you can't leave now. For God's sakes,

you just had a heart attack.
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— I don't care. We have to go and try and save

your brother.
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- Enough dad... Enough of this madness. He's
not my brother. How can you be so blind after

all he did? Dad, for the love of God he's a

terrorist.
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- Like it or not, he is my son, and that makes

him your brother. And no, he's not a terrorist...

He only forgot how to love, exactly like you.
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- Both of you have lost your ways, and forgot

that love is more important than even religion.
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Both of you rationalize hatred, and intentionally
ignored everything your mother had

demonstrated in her life.
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— Mr. Schmitt, I'm calling you to thank you very
much for what you did, and also to let you know
that Ahmed and I will be contacting CSIS very
shortly.
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- Sam?! Are you OK?
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- Yes, I am. It just hurts me to say that your
services will not be requested. I understand the
predicaments this would put you in if I asked
you to. Besides, we will take full responsibility of

our actions.

— Thanks for your call Sam, and let me know if
you need anything. My services will always be

available to you.

Yo
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— As this is done voluntarily, I would like to join
him.
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- You can, but not in the interrogation room.
Trust you appreciate this is matter of national
security, and you may not want to hear some, or

any of what Ahmed would have to say anyways.
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- Detective Drew, my son will not talk unless
your guys agree to put him under a witness

protection program.
) g il gl g (llaml] gys fadel) G

— Mr. Iskaros, this is not how it works. He talks
first, then we verify how accurate the
intelligence is. Then, and only then; we decide
whether he would be eligible to be put under a
witness protection program. I only hope your

son is aware of the magnitude of this.
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— If you really regret what you did, and want to

redeem yourself, now is the time. We leave now,
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and you make sure to tell them everything, and I
mean everything. And do not lie, no matter
what. Because if you do, that would be the end

of you.
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— Thank you, and whoever asked you to come

and check in on me.
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— Mr. Iskaros, we apologize for the long wait,
but this is unfolding into something bigger than

we initially anticipated.

— Don't want details. All I want to know is what

will happen to my son?
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- We will need to keep Ahmed with us for few
days, and no, he's not being detained. It's merely
for his own protection. Also, we've arranged for
a couple of patrol units to secure the premises
around your house. They are being dispatched

as we speak, and should be there shortly.
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- We don't know at this point.
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- You may need to relocate sir. We anticipate
this cell, or their friends, to retaliate when they

discover that Ahmed had double-crossed them.
— Well that's just not gonna happen.

— Sir, I strongly recommend you that...

335



Flomd odldmisl ade JI ae LA B gl oy mslu )
d@j cu\.;}o.‘\

— Sir, whoever you are, and with all due respect,
if it's our time, it's our time. But there's no way
in hell that I will let those avaricious people
terrorize, and force me to leave my home and

become a fugitive.

- Well, in this case, I believe there's nothing

more to be discussed.
— Can I see my son?
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— He's left the building. He was transferred to a

secure location.

— More secure than this?! But anyways I really
want to see him.
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— We will contact you, only when we are certain

it is safe to do so.
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- You can have anything you want Jason. I love

you.
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- What do you think if we go fishing this

weekend?
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— Mr. Iskaros, there's nothing to fear. We are
monitoring your phone for your own safety

only, and if they tried to contact you, we will be

able to trace the call.
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Can I talk to my son?

— This is why we called.
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- Can we speak in Arabic? I mean you can get
someone to translate what we are going to say

later.
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— Just follow the news the coming few days Mr.

Iskaros
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— Sam, how are you today. Sit, please... Has Suzi

offered you anything?
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- Suzi!!
- What can I get you Mr. Iskaros?
— Just water please, thank you.

— Sam, please, sit.
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— Is this because of my son?

— Oh Sam. Don't be over sensitive. This is

strictly professional as we are downsizing, and...

- You know that no one will hire me. If you fire
me, I will be unemployable. Surely you do

realize that, don't you?!

— Mr. Iskaros, you are a very smart individual,
and I am certain that a lot of organizations out
there will be pleased, if not honoured to have
you on board. I mean, please feel free to use my

name personally if you need any references at

all.
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- Listen, let's cut the bullshit. What's your
severance package? Because, based on the
overall number, I will decide whether to sue or

not.
Gaze 31381 O95i) dedidl el el U 5 Lag
@ (JIgdl 1 e aulr)

- Well, you've been with the company for

number of years, and the law clearly states that...

— Law?? Please spare me this speech, you people
are the last to speak of the law, never-mind

what's right and what's wrong.

— Sam, we can do this the easy way, or the hard

way.

- Well, you know me. I always prefer the hard

way. I will have my lawyer contact your lawyers.
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- Sam, what are you doing here? Aren't you
supposed to be at the company today?
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- What do you mean?

- Well, I wasn't expecting you today.
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— Something happened at the Pharma company,
and I left. What's that you're holding in your
hand?

- Nothing.
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- Well, I have to admit, I did not see that

coming. Especially from you.
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- Well done Janice. Bravo... I have to give it to
you, keeping this, this charade, this mask of

holiness and righteousness. Bravo...

— Excuse me?!
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— No I don't think I will. Cut the bullshit Janice.
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- Listen, you want out, that's fine, but rest

assured if you want do this and involve lawyers,

that I will fight you, and that I will fight you
hard with all I have.
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- You're delusional Mr. Iskaros. You don't have
that much, not enough to fight me anyways.

Especially now after you got fired.
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- You wanna fight me? Think again. A father of
a terrorist? You think you will have any judge's
sympathy? Come, come down and join us on
planet earth. You are a joke Sam, that what you

are, a joke. And you make me sick.
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— Sam, I suggest you accept the settlement
offered. After all, you have only one lawyer,
while they have a dozen, and can easily hire
dozens more. Although there's a chance we
could win this, they can perform some legal
tricks to prolong the process, and until the judge
would reach a decision, this would cause you to

bleed a lot of money.
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— Thanks Aaron for everything. However; and as
much as I appreciate your services and
friendship, I really hope this would be the last
time I would need you to represent me at the

court of law.

Zsjm P ‘_g cAL..J i N of .‘J):ij IS RNV | (.....;ul
B il abes OF Laf dy3ly . el 3L 4550 a0 g5
LI UL R jf\j N e\}&:ﬂ\ b wBb cwr o

371



839don g cﬁL«ZﬁrU .ﬁfﬁﬁcd&gﬂruﬁm\ ooy
1B dygnay el Wajs Lugyel 2y 3yl o axdlo

Sl Jud —

:J@y e 2l ool o eend| W gy Uy cp\..o ]

— Of course, but you won't get anymore of my

money.
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- Don't do it. Don't even go there. It's the
biggest mistake of my life, and I regret it. If you
want to buy a boat, buy mine. Actually I'll give

it to you. Just take it, and I don't want the

money.
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— Forgive me for asking, but how is it you hate
having a boat so much? I mean I can tell you
really enjoy your time on board with your

family.

- I don't hate having it, I hate owning it. It's
expensive to keep and maintain, time-
consuming, and sometime just a pure frustrating
ordeal. I can go on and on and tell you horror
stories, and the bottom line is that owning a boat
is a hole in the water into which you throw
money. But really, what do you need one for,

because this is what it comes down to.

— My dream is to sail the seven seas of course,
but realistically, I just want to take my son and

go fishing.

— Then you don't need a large boat, a simple

small sailboat would do the trick.
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— I heard about you and Sofia, Jace. I'm sorry.
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— It's for the best. She didn't want to be a part of
this family and share our pain. So, what can I

say? Shit happens.
— It's all because of me.

— It's Ok Ahmed, don't worry about it. It's good

having you back.

— It's good to be back.
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— But I don't know how to fish dad.

— Neither do I, but we'll learn.
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- Dad, I can't forgive him. I really tried, but I

can't. I tried so hard that I no longer know

whether I can't, or don't want.

L@Jaﬁ..ai cL@.GJAi ol dayg cgsjr'i ol dorlry oy dias CAL.» ‘5jj

ilals gle canly Ao g Bl o Slaal O) Log Bl ol B
MJJ\ S BJ‘J’ o

- That's a good start Jace. This is were you

should begin. By admitting that forgiveness is

hard. It's bigger than us.
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- If you can't, it means you're trying. It means
you're facing your demons. And I think that's
good enough. The real danger lies in not
wanting to forgive, because pride is in there

hiding somewhere. And that will surely destroy

you.
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—Jace, even if you don't forgive him. Even if you
don't forgive me, which I won't blame you if
you don't, but at least try and find a civilized
way to live with your brother. I think this is the
least that should be done. Peace is not far, nor

unobtainable.
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- Dad! Are we ever going to get out of the

airport?
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- Right, we're all proud of you... But am I going
to be the only one here who can't have a
conversation with anyone during this trip or

what?

— Sorry Jace, and don't worry, I'm here.
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— It was beyond me... I had to leave him behind,
and it killed me. I lost my baby, and myself.
Hussein is not Ahmed's real father... I cheated
on him with his best friend back then, and when
he found out, he tried, he really tried to accept
Ahmed as his own, but couldn't. Years passed
by, and became more and more aggressive to
him, and one day we had a big fight. He gave me

an ultimatum, and made me choose between

him and my son. Back then I had nothing, and
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was helpless. I had no one to go to, and no other
option but to plan and leave him behind in
Canada. My only prayer was that he would find a
good family to live with, and it seems that my

prayer was heard.
& OF Wl gug male Jalu @y s8I Cupryle ot

— No one knows this secret... I had to tell you
because you deserve to know, and to ask for

your forgiveness.

Agdoy Wl Ol clay s aridns o ol Cdis

— Marge, forgiveness is not mine to give you, it's
Ahmed's. I am holding nothing against you, but

if you seek absolution, talk to your son. Ahmed
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has a very gentle soul, and I am certain he will

let go of the past.
— But you're leaving tonight.

- Yes we are, but you still can talk to him

anytime you want.
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— I don't think I'll ever be able to thank you

enough.
1ol lesge JBy (Bsla dsluwss] ol dzg S oy}

— Your tears told me that you still have a heart.
Just make sure to do the right thing so you won't

lose Ahmed again.

ks
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— You knew about this?!
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— Let him go dad. Ahmed is not a kid anymore,

nor any of us. He needs to do this, on his own.
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— Dude... I've been a royal asshole to you over
the past years. I'm sorry, you didn't deserve this,

and I hope you would forgive me.

slas) Jb A Sl Al aslend Ur B3 w7
W JBg Sgulr u"if dJ.onj (g lod

- You're my brother man. I already forgot.

- Take care of yourself, and be a blessing to

those you meet.

- You too Jace. We will meet again, I promise

you that...
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- WOW... Can't go see my wife without being
stalked by you guys eh!

1By azy) a3

- If T have a man who would love me half the
way you love mom, my happiness would be

indescribable.

JBy Byl s Y AW WYy Wb (1 gl I i oS
 Joey
— This actually scares me, because I know I

will never be half the man you are.
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- You are more of a man that I've ever been... It
takes a lot to apologize sincerely, and you did

that.

— I miss Ahmed dad.

— I miss him too Carol, but like you said, he

needs to do this on his own.

— You think he'll ever be back?

Blr] o0 WIS oS4 @b collamll 3359 Oguladd pale

Sda dligw

- I think what matters is that we know that we
love him, and also that he loves us, and nothing

can take that away.
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